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PREFATORY NOTE TO THE AMERICAN
EDITION

W hite Book No. s, entitled Further Documents Concerning the Anglo-
French Policy of Extending the War, was issued in German and in English
by the Foreign Office in Berlin. Owing to the blockade of the mails im-
posed by Great Britain in violation of international law, neither edition
is available in the United States. The present edition, prepared for the bene-
fit of historical students in America, is an authorized translation of the
German original and a faithful reproduction in facsimile of documents
which fell into the hands of the German troops in their swift advance
through Holland and Belgium. It includes in addition the statement of the
German General Staff of May 4, 1940, and the German Memorandum to
the Dutch and Belgian Governments of May 10, 1940. The evidence pre-
sented in the White Book itself corroborates and supplements the allegations
of the German Government and the General Staff.

Long before the actual invasion, comprehensive investigations by the
General Staff had revealed the connivance of Dutch and Belgian Government
authorities with Allied espionage centers and the Allied High Command.
The object of the conspiracy was the overthrow of the German Government
and the perpetuation of the intolerable condition existing on the Continent
due to the incessant interferences of Great Britain. Observations on German
troop movements, military maps and secret data circulated freely between
military authorities of the Lowlands and the Anglo-French Allies.

These intrigues had been going on, in one form or another, for a consider-
able time. Finally the day came when England advised the Belgian and
Dutch Governments to expect the immediate landing of British troops on
their territory in accordance with the prearranged plan. But the German
High Command was not asleep. The day after the advices in question were
received, German armed forces entered the Lowlands and occupied the vital
points through which the Allies intended to make their thrust. Joachim von
Ribbentrop, the German Foreign Minister, in a statement to the press,
explained the action taken by the German Government to protect its own
interests and the neutrality of the Low Countries.

vii



Viii ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

“The German Government,” the Foreign Minister announced, “has di-
rected a Memorandum to the Royal Dutch and the Royal Belgian Govern-
ments in which the German Government asserts that it is in possession of
evidence and news which carry incontrovertible proof that an Anglo-
French attack on Germany is immediately imminent and that this attack
will take place against the Ruhr over Belgium and the Netherlands.

“Therefore, the command has been given German troops to insure the
neutrality of these countries with all the Reich’s military means of power.

“Another memorandum has been sent to the Luxemburg Government by
the German Government.

“The German Government sets forth therein that it is reliably informed
that England and France, in pursuit of their policy of extension of the war,
decided to attack in the near future by way of Belgium and Holland.”

Herr von Ribbentrop then recapitulated the substance of the identical
notes to the two governments.

When the German troops actually occupied the Lowlands, they proceeded
with such speed that it was impossible for enemy forces to destroy all
damning evidence. The documents found fully justified the German action
and yielded many additional clues. It is now clear beyond doubt or cavil
why British violations of Dutch and Belgian sovereignty were either ignored
or evoked only the gentlest of protests. It is also clear why both countries
concentrated troops and fortified strategic positions in the territory facing
Germany, while leaving almost unprotected the approaches from England
and France. If Belgium and Holland had been truly neutral, they would
not have confined their negotiations to the British and French, but would
have effectually safeguarded their countries by simultaneous consultations
with the German General Staff providing for the contingency of an Allied
attack.

British, French and Belgian military orders, discovered by the German
Army of Occupation and supported by testimony from many witnesses,
demonstrate the success of the plot of the Western Powers to enlist the aid
of the Low Countries for their contemplated attack upon the Ruhr Valley.
Even tiny Luxemburg played a part in the Allied design.

The orders published in the ensuing pages were issued by the Allies
between November, 1939, and April, 1940. Several of the papers contain
detailed information for establishing connections between Anglo-French
troops and the Belgians. Others call for Belgian petroleum for French
motorized units. Timetables for transporting French troops had been care-
fully prepared. Officers were advised to complete the study of Belgian roads




PREFATORY NOTE ix

along which the advance was to proceed by the end of February. French
staff members were inspecting Belgian dispositions. Some Allied forces were
on Belgian soil even before May 10.

The Summary of the White Book forcibly brings out two points of vital
importance:

(1) In spite of pretensions of neutrality on the part of Belgium, discus-
sions between the French and the Belgian General Staff had never ceased
since the World War and there never was a complete lapse in Anglo-Belgian
military relations. Irrefutable documents had convinced the German High
Command of these facts, which poisoned the relations between the two
countries, long before Belgian Government officials openly flaunted their
military commitments to the Allies.

(2) The documents discovered by the German troops on their advance
through Belgium and Holland, conclusively prove that after September,
1939, combined Allied and Lowland General Staffs had prepared to the
minutest detail an Anglo-French attack on the Ruhr through the Lowlands.
Fighting units had been apprized of these plans long before May 10, when
Germany nipped the conspiracy in the bud.

To anyone familiar with the web woven by British diplomacy and British
espionage, there is nothing surprising in these revelations. Allied plans to
extend the war were pursued simultaneously in every corner of Europe and
in Asia Minor; from Scandinavia to Turkey, from Holland and Belgium
to Rumania and the Caucasus. British plans included designs to inveigle
Italy and Russia. Some of these plans have been exposed in previous White
Books. Still others will be revealed in White Book No. 6, which is based,
in the main, on the secret minutes of the Allied High Command. The Allies
were eager to set the whole world on fire, with utter disregard for neutral
states and the remnants of international law which still govern the rela-
tions between belligerents.

The specious aid for Finland proposed by the Allies failed to entice
new belligerents. Sabotage plots in Rumania and in the Caucasus were
exposed and prevented before much material damage was done. The Nor-
wegian misadventure ended in a British debacle. In this perplexity, the
Allies recalled their pleasant arrangement with Holland and Belgium.
But the Fiihrer, striking with the rapidity of lightning, frustrated their
scheme to stab the industrial heart of the Reich by invading the Rubhr.
Germany acted in time and the Allies once more, in the phrase immortalized
by Mr. Chamberlain, “missed the bus.”
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SUMMARY

The secret plans of the Western Powers to extend the war to the smaller
neutral countries were exposed to the public for the first time on April 14,
1940, by the German Foreign Minister, in his address to the Diplomatic
Corps and the domestic and foreign press in Berlin.

On the very day of the German Minister’s revelations, Norway was
being prepared as a theater of war through Britain’s long laid schemes. But
the well-conceived policy of the Western Powers was not limited to this
Norwegian adventure, because not much later—early in May, 1940—the
German Government heard of Franco-British plans for an advance into the
German industrial district of the Ruhr. This advance was to be made pos-
sible through the connivance and cooperation of Holland and Belgium.
Preludes to this move were the threatening notes and speeches the Allies
directed to neutral countries, particularly Holland and Belgium. The
Western Powers found in the rulers of these countries and their political
organs, willing tools to carry out this policy of invasion and attack.

On May 10, 1940, the Memorandum addressed to the Belgian and Dutch
Governments was published by the German Government, together with a
report from the High Army Command.! This report furnished documentary
evidence of General Staff conversations between Britain and France on the
one hand and Belgium and Holland on the other hand. The primary object
of these conversations among the General Staffs of the aforementioned
countries was to perfect plans for an Allied advance across Belgium, Dutch
and Luxemburg territory into the German Ruhr district.

Obviously these conversations of world-shaking import were held in
secrecy and, as obviously, they were never intended to become general
knowledge. But even high military secrets have a way of leaking out. As far
back as March 6, 1936, as was later disclosed, the Belgian Minister for
Foreign Affairs and the French Ambassador to that country stationed in
Brussels, confirmed that their respective governments were determined to

1 Although not a part of the official White Book No. 5, the Memorandum and the Statement
of the General Staff have been inserted after the Summary for the benefit of the American
reader.
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xii ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

maintain the letter and the spirit of the old Franco-Belgian Military Alli-
ance, i.e. contact between the two General Staffs.?

Early in 1939, when the British policy of war against Germany was
already being actively pursued, consultations were held in the Belgian
Senate Committee for Foreign Affairs in which military contacts between
Belgium and Britain and France were discussed in great detail. In the early
part of 1940 no effort was made to deny that these secret General Staff
conversations were taking place. Thus, on February 7, the Belgian War
Minister declared that “no factor had been left unaccounted for by re-
sponsible Belgian authorities to enable the Powers guaranteeing the inde-
pendence of Belgium to fulfill the obligations which they have solemnly
undertaken.” These guarantor powers were Germany, Britain and France.

2 The note transmitted by the Belgian Foreign Ministry of that time, dated March 6, 1936,
reads as follows:

To His Excellency Monsieur van Zeeland, Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and Minister
for Foreign Trade.

Your Excellency,

By the exchange of correspondence of September 10 and 15, 1920, between the French Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister and the Belgian Prime Minister, the French Government
and the Government of His Majesty the King of the Belgians gave their assent to the
military agreement signed on September 7, 1920. According to the wording of the correspond-
ence which passed between the two Governments in 1920 and was recorded in Geneva, the
object of the agreement of 1920 was to reinforce the guarantees of peace and security resulting
from the League of Nations Pact. The agreement establishes the technical directives for military
cooperation between France and Belgium in the event of an unprovoked attack by Germany.

In 1925 a treaty was concluded at Locarno which embodied the guarantees provided for in
1920 in a more complete and precise form. The treaty was signed by the President of the Re-
public and received the assent of the Chambers.

This treaty represents one of the most essential elements of Belgium's international status,
and the obligations therein laid down, together with the obligations resulting from the Pact of
the League of Nations, are the only ones which bind France and Belgium in respect of guar-
antees and assistance,

It is self-evident that the two Governments are more than ever determined to remain true
to these obligations,

As far as military matters are concerned, the agreement of 1920 contains, in addition to
general arrangements relative to contact between the General Staffs, special measures in regard
to a common occupation of the left bank of the Rhine.

The two Governments, who clearly understand what portions of this agreement are no longer
of current importance, have recognized the value of retaining only the one clause which holds
good today, namely the understanding existing between them—which they now desire to confirm
—relative to the continuance of General Staff contacts both for the purpose of carrying out
the provisions of the Locarno-Rhineland Treaty and also of studying the techmical conditions
connected with a possible application of the said undertakings.

It remains agreed that military contacts of this nature cannot involve, for either of the parties
to the treaty, any political obligation nor any undertaking relative to the organization of national
defense.

I have the honor to confirm to Your Excellency that the above carries the assent of the
French Government.

I take this opportunity of again assuring Your Excellency of my high esteem.

(signed) Laroche.
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SUMMARY x1ii

However, since Germany had never been approached by Belgium in regard
to General Staff agreements, the guarantor powers referred to by the
Belgian War Minister consisted of Britain and France exclusively. The fol-
lowing day, February 8, 1940, brought a further confirmation of this
Belgian policy. When Grammens, a Deputy of the Belgian Chamber, de-
manded that fortifications also be erected along the southern frontier of
Belgium, he was immediately interrupted by the War Minister and the
Speaker on the grounds that “he should say nothing which might be preju-
dicial to the defense of the country or could be interpreted in a malevolent
sense.” Briefly, the Belgian General Staff, in its efforts to avoid exposing
its one-sided military policy against Germany, exercised great care to con-
ceal from the world at large that Belgium had erected fortifications only
along the German border.

The Army High Command report attached to the German Memorandum
has already adduced a number of individual facts showing that this Belgian
policy directed solely against Germany had in all respects been pursued for
some time. Further proof of this is furnished by a 1937 decree of the
Belgian War Ministry relating to the evacuation of civilians.®

3 The decree reads as follows:
[ Translation]
Ministry of National Defense
Territorial Civil Guard
Confidential
5.DivSSPAP.
No.1889/57.7.37.C. M.
Attached: 1 map
E.M.
Evacuation of the Civilian Population
Art. 1. Women, children, invalids and the aged will be conducted by the Territorial Civil
Guard in conjunction with local Red Cross formations.
Art. II. In deciding upon the route to be taken, the instructions issued by Army General H. Q.
as information is received will be strictly observed.
Art. 1II. None of the main roads or approach roads marked on the accompanying plans are to
be used for the purpose of evacuation.
(Art. IV to XV contain technical details in regard to carrying out the evacuation.)
Certified correct copy
Transmitted by order
(signed) Lt.-General Termonia,

(The ministerial decree includes the following supplementary instructions.)

Our extract from the map:

The following are reserved for the British Army:

Furnes to Ostend,

Furnes to Bruges via Ghistelles,

Furnes to Dixmude,

Railway line from Adinkerke to Thielt and Ghent—Adinkerke to Dixmude, Thourout and
Bruges,
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This decree was a comprehensive plan for evacuating women, children,
old people and invalids, etc., from those areas regarded as the scene of
future military operations. Characteristic of the plans for a concentration
of the Belgo-Franco-British Armies is a note in this decree stating that
certain roads and approach-roads should not be employed for the evacuation
because they were “reserved for the British Army.” From this it will be
seen that the area on which the British Army was to deploy had been
decided upon in all details between the General Staffs, and these plans
were brought to the attention of the local Belgian authorities to enable
them to carry out measures of organization.

There is therefore no doubt that General Staff arrangements were made
years ago between Belgium and France and Britain—and also with Holland.

Due to the rapid advance of the German troops, a vast quantity of fresh
evidence has fallen into German hands. This evidence, consisting of orders,
service instructions, maps, etc., afiords clear proof that not only were Gen-
eral Staff agreements reached between the High Command of France,
Britain, Belgium and Holland, but, on the basis of these agreements, orders
for all military units were drawn up and handed out to them for study.

The evidence proves beyond doubt that the whole advance of the Franco-
Belgian Army was planned on the basis of intimate cooperation with the
Belgian General Staff. From the wealth of material at its disposal, the
German Foreign Office herewith publishes, as a preliminary example, a few
documents, to reveal in detail the concentration of a portion of the vanguard

Road, from Proven to Poperinghe and Ypres, Hooglede, Thourout, Bruges,

Menen to Courtrai and Ghent,

Aelbeke to Courtrai and Ghent,

Tournai to Courtrai and Ghent,

Roulers, Thourout, Bruges,

Roulers, Thielt, Aeltre, Ecclos,

Courtrai, Deinze, Ghent,

Tournai, Antoing,

Tournai, Leuze and Baisieux to Ath, Enghien, Brussels,

Tournai, Haequeies, Renaix, Audenarde to Ghent,

Tournai, Lessines, Crammont, Ninove, Brussels,

Renaix, Ninove via Nederbrakel,

Leuze, Ath, Enghien, Brussels,

Peruwelz to Mons,

Mons to Ath,

Mons to Brussels,

Road from La Louviére to Brussels via Nivelles,

Road from Charleroi to Nivelles, to Waterloo, Terveuren, Nosseghem and Louvain,

Charleroi to Nivelles,

All high roads from La Louviére, Charleroi, Namur and Dinant in the direction of the
French frontier are military roads when they allow for traffic in both directions regardless of
whether they are asphalted or paved; only narrow roads are free for evacuation.
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SUMMARY b 4%

of the French and British Armies and to disclose what plans were made for
its cooperation with the Belgian, Dutch and British armies.

Document No. 1

This document shows that the plans of operation made by the British and
French General Staffs from the very outset included the territory of Luxem-
burg. It deals with the orders issued by the Commander of a French force
detailed for operations in Luxemburg. These orders, dated May 2, 1940,
contain a modification of previous instructions which were to have been
followed upon receipt of the obviously anticipated command: “Enter Lux-
emburg immediately.”

Document No. 2

This is a Regimental Order, dated April 2, 1940, which orders the 4th
French Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regiment to proceed to the Meuse
on the first day of the invasion, and instructs its advance detachments to
reach the Belgian village of Marche, as well as Durbuy, 30 km south of
Liége. The order further contains exact details of the manner in which
the regiment is to establish contact with the French units advancing in the
neighboring territories as well as with the Belgian troops in the fortified
region of Namur. The direction of sudden advance prescribed for this regi-
ment is to extend south of the Meuse, once the Meuse is crossed between
Namur and Dinant. The division to which this regiment belongs was thus
assigned the task of reaching the German frontier near Aix-la-Chapelle.

Document No. 3

This reveals in full detail how far the preparation for the entry of Franco-
British troops into Belgium had already advanced. This order, issued by
the 4th French Light Division mentioned in Document No. 2, deals with
the reinforcement of the troops during the first days of the advance. Typical
of the exactitude of the Belgian-French agreements, orders were issued
even for the supply of petrol to the French army from Belgian petrol
stations and for the manner and method of payment. Thus the order of the
4th Light Division states literally that vouchers, specially prepared for the
entry and provided with the stamp “French Army,” would be wvalid for
the Belgian civilian as well as for the army gas stations. Paragraph 5 of
this Divisional Order affords further proof of the agreements reached be-
tween the two General Staffs, since it clearly shows that motorized units
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were to be detrained at Belgian stations on the very first day of the advance
of French troops into Belgium,

Document No. 4

Document No. 4 is an order issued by the French High Command on
April 16, 1940, which likewise shows that the use of the Belgian railway
system was provided for in the advance into Belgium and that an extensive
plan was already prepared for this purpose. This order was found among
the divisional papers, together with the instructions, also printed here, for
the entrainment of the 21st French Infantry Division. In these instructions
for entrainment, as well as in a written note attached to them, entrainment
stations situated south of Dunkerque not far from the Belgian frontier are
clearly indicated for the individual units of the above named division, as well
as the exact times of departure and the destinations lying to the west of
Antwerp. This proves that a timetable drawn up with exact details had
been prepared for the railway transport of French troops to Belgium, all
of which clearly indicates close cooperation with the Belgian railway
administration.

Document No. 5

In this Document, there is particularly striking proof of most minute
preparations for the French advance into Belgium. It shows that special
sketches had been issued for the routes of advance on Belgian territory
and that these were to be duplicated by the squadrons. This was to ensure
that every independent subordinate commander down to the lance-corporal
memorize exactly the routes of advance into Belgium. This measure was to

be carried through by February 8, 1940.

Document No. 6

From the sixth document, it is evident that this reconnoitering of Belgian
territory was not only being done on the map but that the French officers,
as the German General Staff had known for a long time, considered it a
matter of course that they should be entitled to visit Belgian territory per-

- sonally in order to view matters on the spot. This document is the diary
of a French officer, Lieutenant Ed. Dollfuss. On January 16, 1940 we find
the entry: ‘“Reconnoitered positions in Belgium.” It is obvious that such
reconnoitering carried out by French officers on Belgian territory could not
have taken place without the consent of the Belgian Government.

TR GO 816 |



SUMMARY xvil

Documents Nos. 7 and 8

These documents reveal that not only did individual French officers occa-
sionally visit Belgian territory, but that entire French units had actually
entered Belgium some time before May 10, that is to say, had been sta-
tioned there. From the numerous fresh proofs which we have of this, we
here publish two depositions referring to observations made to this effect
in the Belgian village of Bertrix, about 25 km distant from the French
frontier. A subject of the State of Luxemburg living there, testified (Docu-
ment No. 7) that he had noticed a French armored unit in Bertrix on
May 3 or 4 and had recognized it with absolute certainty, also that it had
come from the south, that is, from the French frontier and had proceeded
in a northeasterly direction. This statement is supplemented by the informa-
tion given by a soldier from a French tank detachment, captured a few
kilometers northeast of Bertrix, in Recogne, during the German advance,
who declared that his unit had been in Belgium since April 15 (Document
No. 8).

Document No. 9

This is a memorandum by the General Staff of the 9th French Army
respecting instructions for the planned Belgian move east of the Meuse.
This secret “report,” which was intended only for the General Staff of the
9th Army, includes a criticism of the Belgian plan of operation. This criti-
cism shows that exact detailed directions had been given both regarding the
foremost lines of the Belgian Army and the individual units that were to
occupy these positions, and concerning the measures which were to be
taken by the Belgians if the foremost line could not be held. It is
obvious that such secret information could only be given directly by the
Belgian High Command. All of this furnished incontestable proof of the
close cooperation between the French and Belgian General Staffs.

Document No. 10

Document No. 10 is an order issued by the 2nd Belgian Grenadier Regi-
ment on April 13, 1940. The order shows that the regiment had been
ordered to improve an already existing fortified position between Ninove
and Hal, in particular to construct wire entanglements, clear the field of
fire, build up parapets, prepare camouflage, etc. It is especially significant
that the very beginning of the order contains the heading “Particulars about
friendly troops,” and that the places mentioned in it which lie along the
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French frontier, partly on French and partly on Belgian territory, show
that these words can only refer to the French Army. This proves that mili-
tary cooperation between the French and the Belgian Army was already
so far advanced in April that the two were beginning to regard themselves
as allies, and that even in orders intended for the lowest units the French

troops were described as “friendly.”

Document No. 11

This document is an order issued by the 2nd British Division and dated
April 19, 1940. It shows clearly what preparations had been made for close
cooperation with Belgian authorities, in particular with the police, for the
impending advance into Belgium. It contains the information that repre-
sentatives of the Belgian State Police would be attached to British Head-
quarters and to the individual corps, and directions are given for coopera-
tion with the Belgian police. Attached to the order is a list of persons who
were to be arrested in various places in Flanders immediately upon entry.
These arrests were not to be carried out by British military but by the
Belgian police.

Document No. 12

Document No. 12 is a rough map giving a clear impression of the French
aims. The entries on this map, found on an officer of the 1st French Light
Division, show that this division, stationed in the Valenciennes sector, was
to cross the Belgian frontier on three separate routes obviously to advance
without interruption as far as the Brussels-Charleroi Canal, between Tubize
and Seneffe. The town of Soignies lying to the west of the Canal is detailed
as the first Belgian Staff Headquarters of the division. The sector allocated
to this division for its further advance toward the German f{rontier is
marked on the map as far as St. Trond, a few kilometers south of the
Albert Canal near Hasselt. Other markings on this map show that the ter-
ritory north of this sector was reserved for the British Army. It is clear
that such a plan of operation could only have been drawn up in agreement

with the Belgian General Stafi.

Document No. 13

In this document, the information which the rough map gives regarding
the advance of the 1st Light Division is supplemented. It is an order of
the same division, is dated December 18, 1939, and states what contacts
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were provided for the advance. Side by side with British forces (2nd
British Division or Hotblack Group) marching on the left flank of the
division, would be the Belgian Army. Contacts were to be established not
only with the Belgian field troops in this sector of the division but with
the Belgian General Staff in Brussels. Contact with the General Staff was
to be established from Soignies to Brussels by a motorized unit of French
Cuirassiers.

Document No. 14

A map of roads for the British advance printed, as the imprint shows,
in April, 1940, which proves that the British advance through Belgium had
been settled in all its details as early as that time.

Document No. 15

This document also shows that on the advance through Belgium, contact
was to be established with the British and Belgian troops. Mention is made
here of the 3rd British Division which was to advance from its quarters
near Lille via Audenarde and Louvain, and of a Belgian division which
was stationed at Turnhout. Contact was also to be established with Belgian
Headquarters, the exact position of which is stated in the order. Contact with
the Dutch troops is similarly provided for. They were to be reached, in
accordance with the marching orders given, in the Tilburg sector.

Document No. 16

The sixteenth document is an operation order issued by French Lt.-Col.
Lestoquoi, commander of a special group commissioned with the task of
advancing from their garrison near Dunkerque on a forced march through
Belgium to occupy and safeguard the islands of Walcheren and Beverland.
Paragraph XIII of this order expressly emphasizes cooperation with Belgian
and Dutch troops during this operation.

Document No. 17

Document No. 17 is an operation order, dated November 15, 1939, and
issued by French Lt.-Col. Astafort, in command of the Subsection west of
the Lestoquoi group mentioned in Document No. 16. This French detach-
ment was instructed to proceed as rapidly as possible from their head-
quarters in the neighborhood of Dunkerque to the Dutch village of Breskens



XX ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

on the south bank of the Scheldt estuary and thence to cross by ferry to
Flushing in order to safeguard the aerodrome situated there.

Document No. 18

An order, dated April 17, 1940, and issued by the leader of a French
reconnaisance detachment, with reference to the advance through Belgium
via Bruges and Antwerp to the Dutch town of Breda, this document, like
the three preceding it, unmistakably reveals the full extent of the Franco-
British intentions which aimed at occupying positions not only in Belgium
but also in Holland, whence an attack could be launched against Germany.
This document, moreover, shows especially clearly to what a large extent
Franco-British plans of operations were based upon cooperation with
the Belgian and Dutch armies and that they were preceded by a previous
communication to the General Staffs concerned.

Document No. 19

This furnishes indisputable proof from another quarter that such General
Staff conferences actually took place. It is a memorandum from Commander
in Chief Winkelman of the Dutch forces, dated March 23, 1940, and was
handed to the Belgian Government by the Dutch Minister in Brussels, and
found in the Belgian Foreign Office during the advance of the German
troops. This memorandum not only proves that military negotiations took
place between Holland and Belgium, but it also shows clearly that these
negotiations were based on the most detailed cooperation with the British
and French General Staffs.

The memorandum states in detail how many divisions were expected
from Britain and France and what measures were to be adopted in North
Brabant in order to enable the Dutch to bring “into action a portion of their
army side by side with the Belgian or the British and French forces in
these provinces.” In the course of the negotiations conducted to this end
with the French and British Governments, General Winkelman—as the
most important section of this memorandum states—emphatically pointed
out that a withdrawal of the Dutch troops from the Grebbe Line to the
Vesting Holland would be most regrettable from the Dutch as well as from
the international point of view. For what reason? Because “a defense of
the Grebbe Line leaves open the possibility of advancing from this line
at any given moment in order to proceed to an attack.” Although the
memorandum—in keeping with the customary form of such documents—
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refers chiefly to defensive measures, this sentence clearly shows that the
negotiations were conducted solely with the intention of discovering how
the Dutch position could best be incorporated in the far-reaching offensive
plans of the Western Powers.

Our deductions may be summarized thus:

(1) Since the end of the Great War, General Staff talks have continued
without interruption between Belgium and France. The same applies to
cooperation between the Belgian and the British General Staffs. The Ger-
man High Command possessed indisputable proof of all this. In the end,
the Belgian Government no longer refrained from frank public references
to this cooperation. Detailed military agreements were similarly concluded
between the Dutch Government and Britain and France.

(2) Documents captured by German troops on their advance into Bel-
gium—of which those published here are only a small first installment—
irrefutably prove that the Franco-British advance on the Ruhr territory
via Belgium and Holland was prepared in every particular by the General
Staffs of the hostile powers as early as September, 1939, and that not only
the General Staffs but the fighting forces of all the countries involved were
informed of every detail of these orders.

In all probability, British and French authorities in their embarrassment
will attempt to counter these incontrovertible proofs with the same excuse
they made following the disclosures of German White Book No. 4 in
regard to British intentions to land in Norway, namely by stating that their
plans only concerned a counterstroke. Although there is absolute proof that
the British expedition to Norway was in progress as early as April 7, they
asserted that the British plans were drawn up only when German ships
were on the way to Narvik.

How unfounded the British excuses are was demonstrated by Joachim
von Ribbentrop, German Minister for Foreign Affairs, in his statement to
the Diplomatic Corps and representatives of the home and foreign press,
regarding Britain’s mine-laying in Norwegian territorial waters on April 8
in order to safeguard the landing of her expeditionary force in Stavanger,
Bergen, Trondheim and Narvik. He further pointed out that orders to sail
for the North had been issued to the German fleet only when information
of the full details of this British plan had reached Germany. Germany’s
counterstroke, launched on April 9, only succeeded at the last minute in
frustrating the British plan of landing in Norway. Further striking proof
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of British intentions in Scandinavia is a document that fell into the hands
of the German troops during their operations in Norway and provided
truly sensational disclosures about the real aims of the British plans at
that time. It concerned the plan of operation for the Avonforce detachment,
originally ordered into action at Narvik, an order issued by the British
War Office on April 6 (Document 20).

Document No. 20

In paragraph 2 of this order it is explicitly stated that the Swedish iron
ore territory is to be the objective of this British enterprise. It says that at
a moment to be fixed by the commander of the group an advance of British
troops into Sweden to occupy the iron mines at Gallivare is to be launched.

Not a word is to be found in the order about the presence of German
troops which, if credence is to be given to the statement of British ministers,
were to be driven out of Norway. True, item 2 of the order reckons with
possible enemy action, but in terms which show that it was expected at
the beginning of May at the earliest, that is long after the intended British
coup against Sweden.

This order clearly shows that the sole object the British Government
had for its projected invasion of Norway was the occupation of the Swedish
iron mines. The assertion that the British expedition to Scandinavia was
merely a countermeasure is thus refuted once and for all. From the outset
of the war declared by them, the Western Powers concentrated on counter-
balancing the moral and military weakness of their position by endeavoring
to enlist other, especially smaller, states to assist them in their aims. Scan-
dinavia was to come first, then Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg. But the
German sword put an end to their dastardly schemes.




THE GERMAN MEMORANDUM TO THE
DUTCH AND BELGIAN GOVERNMENTS

May 10, 1940

The Reich Government for a long time has known of the main aim of
British and French war policy. It consists of the expansion of war to
other countries and the misuse of their peoples as auxiliary mercenary
troops by England and France. The last attempt in this direction was a plan
to occupy Scandinavia with the aid of Norway in order to establish a new
front there against Germany.

This attempt was frustrated at the zero hour through Germany’s inter-
ference. Germany gave the world public documentary proof of that.

Immediately after the failure of the British and French action in Scan-
dinavia, England and France resumed their policies for the expansion in
other directions.

Thus, during the flight-like retreat of the British troops from Norway
the English Prime Minister announced that England, because of the changed
situation, was now in a position to transfer the main force of her fleet to the
Mediterranean and the English and French units were already on the way
to Alexandria.

The Mediterranean now became the center of the Anglo-French war
propaganda. Partly this was intended to conceal the defeat in Scandinavia
and the great loss of prestige thereby suffered in the eyes of their own
people and of the world, and partly to make it appear as if the Balkans
now had been selected as the next theater of war against Germany.

Mediterranean Ruse

In reality, however, the ostensible shifting of Anglo-French war policy
to the Mediterranean served an entirely different purpose: it was nothing
more than a large-scale maneuver to divert attention in order to deceive

Germany as to the actual scene of the next Anglo-French attack.
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For some time it has been realized by the German Government that the
true object of Britain and France is this: a carefully prepared and now
imminent attack on Germany in the west with the view of advancing toward
the Ruhr district across Belgian and Dutch territory.

Germany has recognized and respected the integrity of Belgium and Hol-
land on the natural supposition that the two countries would preserve the
strictest neutrality in the event of war between Germnay on the one hand
and Britain and France on the other.

Belgium and Holland have not complied with this condition.

It is true that so far they have tried to retain the outward appearance of
neutrality, but the countries have favored Germany’s enemies with com-
plete partiality and have even supported them in their intentions.

Basing their views on documents in their possession and particularly on
appended reports of the Reich Ministry of the Interior of March 29, 1940,
and of the German High Command of May 4, 1940, the German Govern-
ment desires to draw attention to the following facts:

First, since the outbreak of the war the Belgian and Dutch press have
shown an anti-German attitude in excess even of that taken by British and
French newspapers. In spite of continual protests on the part of the Reich
they have not up to the present time changed their attitude.

In addition to this, leading personalities in public life in both countries
have to an increasing extent in recent months expressed the view that the
place of Belgium and Holland was at the side of Britain and France. Many
other incidents in the political and business life of Belgium and Holland
emphasize this tendency still more.

The Lowlands Join in the Allies’ Plot

Second, Holland, in conjunction with certain Belgian circles, has lent
herself to giving support to attempts of the British Secret Service to bring
about a revolution in Germany, which amounts to a flagrant breach of her
most elementary obligations as a neutral.

The organization built up by the secret service om Belgian and Dutch
soil, which enjoyed the fullest support of the Belgian and Dutch authorities
reaching as far as the highest circles of officials and of the General Staff,
had no other object than the removal of the Fuehrer and of the German
Government by all the means at their disposal and the setting up of a gov-
ernment in Germany which would be ready to work for the destruction of
the unity of the Reich and would agree to the formation of a powerless fed-
eration of individual German states.
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Dutch and Belgian Military Operations

Measures taken by the Belgian Government and the Dutch Government
in the military sphere make the position even clearer. They provide incon-
trovertible proof of the true intentions of the policy pursued by Belgium and
Holland.

They are in marked contrast to all declarations made by the Belgian Gov-
ernment and the Dutch Government to the effect that they would, with all
their power and in every direction, oppose any attempt to make use of
their sovereign territory for the passage of troops or as a base for operations
on land, at sea or in the air.

Thus Belgium, to give an example, has fortified itself on its German
border exclusively. Facing France no fortifications of any kind have been
built. The repeated urgent representations of the German Government were,
it is true, answered each time by the Belgian Government with assurances
that care would be taken to put an end to this state of affairs, which
operates against Germany only. In actual fact, however, nothing was ever
done and all promises in this direction remained unfulfilled.

On the contrary, Belgium up to this very moment continued exclusively
and unabatingly to perfect her fortifications against Germany. The Dutch
coast represents an equally open and unguarded means of entry for the
British Air Force. The German Government has furnished the Dutch Gov-
ernment, by a series of communications, with proof of the violation of
Dutch neutrality by British aircraft.

Winking at Frequent Violations of Dutch Neutrality by British Planes

Since the outbreak of the war, British airmen have been appearing almost
daily over German territory coming from Holland. There are 127 cases in
which British military aircraft have crossed over Dutch territory. It has
been indisputably proved in every detail, the Dutch Government being duly
notified.

In reality, however, the number is far greater, being many times the
number of cases noted. In all these additional cases there is likewise no
doubt that the British planes were involved. The large number of cases in
which Dutch territory has been flown over and the fact that the Dutch
Government took no effective measures of any kind against this action prove
without a shadow of doubt that the British Air Force has been using Dutch
sovereign territory systematically as a base for operations against Ger-
many with the knowledge and consent of the Dutch Government.
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Concentration of Entire Armed Forces at German Border

Still more striking proof of the real attitude of Belgium and Holland is,
however, the concentration of the entire mobilized Belgian and Dutch
troops which is directed against Germany. While at the beginning of Sep-
tember, 1939, Belgium and Holland had their troops distributed fairly
evenly along their frontiers, some time later and as collaboration between
the Belgian and Dutch General Staffs and those of Britain and France
intensified, the western frontiers of these countries were completely denuded
of troops and the entire Belgian and Dutch forces concentrated against
Germany on the eastern frontiers of these two countries.

This massing of Belgian and Dutch troops on the German frontier took
place at a time when Germany had concentrated no troops on her Belgian-
Dutch frontiers, but when Great Britain and France, on the contrary, had
assembled strong mechanized attacking forces on the Franco-Belgian
frontier.

In other words, at a time when the neutrality in the west appeared more
and more menaced by the attitude of Great Britain and France, and by a
massing of British and French troops, and when Belgium and Holland
would consequently have had every reason to strengthen their protective
measures here, they withdrew their own troops from the endangered western
frontier to the east, where no German troops at all were stationed.

German Counter-measures Inevitable

It was not until that moment that Germany adopted her counter-measures
and now also stationed her troops on the Belgian and Dutch frontiers.
However, the Belgian and Dutch General Staffs by these sudden measures,
entirely contrary to every rule of strategy, disclosed their true attitude.

Their action becomes understandable when it is realized that these meas-
ures were taken only because Belgian and Dutch troops have never con-
sidered themselves as anything but the vanguard of the Anglo-French Army.

Documents in possession of the German Government prove that prepara-
tions made by Britain and France on Belgian and Dutch territory for their
attack on Germany have already reached an advanced stage.

Thus some considerable time ago all obstacles on the Franco-Belgian fron-
tier which might have impeded the advance of the Anglo-French forces
were secretly removed. Airdromes in Belgium and Holland were inspected
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by British and French officers and improvements were duly carried out.
Means of transport were stationed in readiness on the frontiers in Belgium
and recently advanced staff and troop units of the British and French armies
arrived in various places in Belgium and Holland.

These facts, as well as additional reports which have become more fre-
quent in the last few days, are undeniable proof that an Anglo-French attack
on Germany is imminent and that this envisaged attack on the Ruhr will
take place through Belgium and Holland.

An impression of the Belgian and Dutch attitude as gained from these
irrefutable facts is incontestible and clear. From the very outbreak of the
war, contrary to the declaration ostensibly made by their Governments,
both countries have secretly sided with Britain and France—that is to say,
with the very powers who had determined to attack Germany and had
actually declared war.

German Warning Disregarded

Although the attention of the Belgian Foreign Minister has on more
than one occasion been earnestly directed by Germany toward this attitude,
no change whatsoever has ensued.

On the contrary, the Belgian Minister for Defense recently made a state-
ment in Belgium tantamount to admission that the General Staffs of
Belgium, France and Britain had come to an agreement on all measures
necessary for concerted action against Germany. 1f, in spite of this, Belgium
and Holland still persist in making a pretext of a policy of independence
and neutrality, this cannot explain away these indubitable facts, and the
attitudes of the two governments cannot be regarded as anything but an
attempt at deception as to the real intentions of Belgian and Dutch policy.

In view of this state of affairs, the German Government can no longer
doubt that Belgium and Holland are determined not only to tolerate the
impending Anglo-French attack, but support it in every direction, and that
agreements reached between the General Staffs of the two countries and
those of Britain and France can serve only this purpose. The objection
advanced by Belgium and Holland that this development does not conform
with their intentions, and that their helplessness in the face of Britain
and France simply compelled them to adopt this attitude, we cannot accept
as valid.

In any case, as far as Germany is concerned, it has no bearing on the
situation.
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A Life and Death Struggle for Germany

The struggle for life and death was thrust on the German people by
Britain and France. The German Government does not intend to await an
attack by Britain and France, nor to allow the war to be carried through
Belgium and France to German soil.

They have, therefore, issued orders for their troops to safeguard the neu-
trality of the countries with all the military means at the disposal of the
Reich.

The German Government desires to make the following supplementary
announcement: German soldiers are not entering Holland and Belgium as
enemies, for the German Government neither desired nor brought about this
development. The responsibility rests with Britain and France and with the
Belgian and Duich Governments, who tolerated and favored them.

The German Government further declares that Germany does not intend
by these measures to attack the integrity of the Kingdom of Belgium and
the Kingdom of Holland or their possessions or property in Europe or in
their colonies, either now or in the future.

It is still in the power of the Belgian and Dutch Governments today
to safeguard the welfare of all their people at the last moment by insuring
that no resistance to the German troops is offered. The German Government
herewith requests the two governments to issue the necessary orders without
delay. Should the German troops encounter opposition in Belgium or Hol-
land, 1t will be crushed with every means. The Belgian and Dutch Govern-
ments alone would bear the responsibility for the consequences and for the
bloodshed, which would then become unavoidable.



STATEMENT OF THE GERMAN
GENERAL STAFF

May 4, 1940

FIrsT, contrary to the statement made by the Belgian King to the effect
that Belgium would pursue a policy independent from the grouping of the
great powers, Belgian defenses on land were solely directed against Germany.
Liége was turned into the mightiest fortress in Western Europe, while
Namur was fortified only against the east. The frontier with France re-
mained unfortified.

These facts were established beyond a doubt by German reconnaissance
planes flying along the Belgian border.

The Belgian-Polish Agreement of 1937

SEcoOND, documents found in Warsaw prove the cooperation of Polish and
Belgian military authorities, especially as far as the exchange of informa-
tion, material and news concerning Germany goes.

On May 1, 1937, the following agreement was made between the Belgian
General Staff and the Polish Military Attaché in Paris:

“The Belgian General Staff with the consent of the Belgian War Office
agrees to cooperation with the Second Division of the Polish General Staff
concerning the exchange of information concerning the German Army.

“The Polish Military Attaché at Brussels will be entrusted with the task
of acting as the liaison officer.

“The Polish Military Attache reported to the Polish Government that to
the best of his knowledge the Belgian Foreign Ministry had been informed
of this cooperation.”

The Belgian General Staff offered to Poland, Belgian information con-
cerning the German Army, Navy and Air Force.

The Poles promised corresponding material to the Belgians for the middle

of June, 1937,
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Belgian Troop Concentration on German Border

THIRD, the distribution of Belgian military forces and the deployment of
Belgian troops was exclusively directed against Germany.

Since the end of October of 1939, of a total of twenty-one mobilized
Belgian divisions fourteen were stationed along the German border while
three divisions were kept in reserve near Brussels. Only four reserve divi-
sions were drawn up along the coast and the French border.

On the occasion of military leaves suspended in Belgium on Nov. 11,
1939, further strong Belgian forces were sent to the German border, while
the coast and French border were left almost entirely unprotected. This
one-sided deployment of Belgian troops was not changed, even when strong
Anglo-French motorized units were placed along the Belgian-French frontier
up to the coast.

This distribution of Belgian forces was followed up on Jan. 14, 1940,
by an order to Belgian troops at Belgium’s southwestern border and in the
Ardennes forbidding them explicitly to fire on French troops.

FoURTH, other technical measures taken by Belgium fully correspond
with the attitude directed against Germany.

While since the beginning of the war military obstacles on roads leading
into Belgium from Germany were intensified and multiplied, since January,
1940, all military precautionary measures taken by Belgians along the
French border were canceled. Moreover, evacuation orders for important
military establishments were given only in the vicinity of the German border.

The same holds good as far as evacuation of the population is concerned.
Significantly enough, Belgian evacuees were sent to districts near the French
border.

Belgian Military Arrangements

FirTH, since October, 1939, indications were growing that Belgium had
made military arrangements with England and France.

A decree issued by the Belgian Defense Minister as early as 1937 con-
tains detailed instructions of the distribution of various main roads in the
event of an Anglo-French march into Belgium.

Belgian police along the French border received orders on Nov. 11, 1939,
to clear the ways for French marching into Belgium and to remove all
civilian vehicles from the roads.

To facilitate the transport of Anglo-French troops through Belgium, rail-
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way material, especially engines and empty trains, were kept in readiness
near the French border.

For the same purpose motor cars and lorries were concentrated near the
French frontier.

A telegram to the chief office of the Belgian railways dated the night of
the 13th to the 14th of January underlined the importance of these meas-
ures. The telegram reads:

“No more objections need be raised to use of Belgian railway material
by Franco-British troops.”

On Dec. 12, 1939, Mayors in the Ardennes district received orders to
make necessary preparations for the accommodation of French troops.

Belgian Cooperation with Allied General Staff

During November and December of 1939 a special French detachment
appeared near Liége and in the Ardennes district making, without the
knowledge of the Belgian authorities, preparations for the marching of
French troops into Belgium.

Since December, 1939, at various places in Belgium, French military en-
gineers supervised the construction of fortifications and British engineers
constructed concrete platforms for heavy artillery.

On April 20, the British steamer City of Simla arrived in Antwerp with
arms, ammunition and tanks for British troops. War material was unloaded
in Antwerp.

These facts show beyond doubt that twice in the middle of October, 1939,
Belgium openly prepared assistance to be given Allied forces.

The task allotted to the Belgian Army was to intercept the German coun-
ter-attack against British and French troops pushing forward in the direction
of the Ruhr district and to hold Germans back until Anglo-French troops
had found time to close up with the Belgians.

SixTH, all reports on hand about the Anglo-French lining up of troops as
well as the results of aerial reconnaissance show unmistakably that the left
wing has been set aside for attack through Belgian territory.

Practically all motorized infantry divisions as well as tank and cavalry
divisions lined up on the Belgian frontier. They include a large number of
North African divisions which are regarded as explicit shock-troop divi-
sions.

Despite this, complete opening of the Belgian southwest frontier and the
one-sided lining up of Belgians against Germany was not recalled.

s Google
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Cooperating with the Allied Air Force

SEVENTH, in the field of air force, military cooperation between Belgium
and the Western powers against Germany has been proved. It extends to
the supply of material, active support in the manufacture of airplanes and
the establishment of airports and air bases for Britain.

Violations of neutrality of Belgian territory by airplanes of Western
powers without sufficient defensive measures on the part of Belgium are
further proof of this unilateral attitude.

EicHTH, Belgium supports the Western powers in the field of naval war-
fare by not carrying out the Belgian decree that ships entering the port of
Antwerp must unload explosives of more than 300 kilograms. However,
for the benefit of the armed merchantmen of the Western powers this decree
was not enforced of late.

NINTH, especially grave are recent reports not only that Britain has been
long prepared for marching into Belgium but that British advance com-
manders were already stationed in Belgian official quarters and have already
occupied important airdromes.

These reports prove that the marching in of British and French troops
into Belgium was imminent.

Dutch Violations of Neutrality

The change of deployment of Dutch troops since the beginning of 1939
absolutely contradicts frequent Dutch assurances that Holland would de-
fend her neutrality against whoever was likely to threaten it.

While in September, 1939, five Dutch divisions were stationed in Western
Holland, which fronts against England, only two divisions were drawn up
along the Grebbe Line and the Dutch eastern border. Deployment was
entirely the reverse early in 1940,

Almost eight divisions were lined up along the Grebbe Line and south
thereof, while in the Maastricht corner, only one regiment was stationed
and a new division was formed in Peel Heath.

Later another two newly-formed divisions were sent to the Grebbe Line
facing east, while in the interiors of Holland only parts of two divisions
remained, and Holland’s defense against the west was safeguarded solely by
a regiment of marines, regiments of second and third line and a battalion
of recruits.

Since then no material change occurred in this deployment of Dutch
troops directed against Germany.
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Simultaneously Dutch interior fortifications were built along the German
border, while no such measures were taken in Western Holland or along
the Dutch coast. Jan. 12, 1940, discussions took place in Breda between
Dutch, Belgian, French and British staff officers.

One-Sided Defenses

In October, 1936, the King of the Belgians declared that Belgium would
in the future avoid leaning on any great power and would pursue a policy
independent of groups of powers.

As a consequence of this independence policy it could be expected that
from now on military preparations would be taken for the defense of her
independence not only against Germany but also against France and Eng-
land.

It must be stated, however, that Belgian fortifications were directed
one-sidedly against Germany since the World War; that Liége was made
the most powerful fortified base of Western Europe and that the strengthen-
ing of fortifications at Namur was carried out only on the Eastern Front.

On the frontiers of Germany, Luxemburg and the Netherlands a deep
and dense net of strong frontier fortifications came into existence. On the
other hand the frontier toward France remained completely unfortified.

That this fortification system was incompatible with the newly initiated
independence policy was admitted in the Summer of 1937 by the Chief of
the Belgian General Staff, General von den Bergen, when he declared that
at the moment—as was quite natural—the entire fortification system of
Belgium still faced the east.

He added that before long, however, Germany would have the occasion
to observe that the new political situation being taken into account by
Belgium would mean security measures against all on all sides.

These Belgian declarations were not carried into effect in the ensuing two
and one-half years.

On March 2, 1938, the Belgian Minister of Defense, Lieut. Gen. Henri
Denis, declared in the Chamber that “Belgium retained a free hand regard-
ing the execution of plans to fortify the country with the reservation, how-
ever, that she could follow foreign counsel or pay attention to eventual
necessity of cooperating with other States.”

According to the situation existing at that time this intimation referred
to the cooperation of Belgium with France and England.

The budget for 1939 contained an item of 1,000,000 francs for the forti-
fication of the southern frontier.
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The sum of 270,000,000 francs was to be expended for the perfection of
fortifications on the eastern frontier, which was already heavily fortified.
Thus the disproportion existing between the two frontiers was further in-
creased.

French Frontier Left Unfortified

German air reconnaissance over the French fortifications at the Belgian
frontier ascertained beyond doubt that the Belgian frontier against France
was still completely unfortified.

Through other reliable reports it is known that only a small number of
light field fortifications were constructed south of Brussels on the line of
Ninove-Hal-Waterloo.

This weak line, however, cannot be valued as a fortification along the
frontier against France. It represents rather an extension of the ‘“reduit
national” that is, the area of retreat for the Belgian Army in case of war
against Germany.

The southern portion of the country on both banks of the rivers Sambre
and Maas are still open to the French advance toward the German-Belgian
frontier.

On Feb. 8, 1940, this fact led to a sharp dispute in the Belgian Chamber
between the Belgian Minister of Defense and a Belgian Deputy.

In view of the lack of activity at the French frontier, it is all the more
significant that not only at the end of the Summer of 1937, but even at the
present time, fortifications directed against an allegedly projected German
attack were being rushed to completion.

Visits of High French Officials

The French General Dosse, then the inspector of French training of
reserve officers, inspected in January, 1939, an army school for the further
education of French reserve officers living in Belgium at Brussels.

It is not known to what extent Belgian officers participated in this affair
—but Belgian generals, including the Minister of Defense as the official
representative of the Belgian Army, participated in the dinner following
the inspection. Official speeches were exchanged.

Such French activity on Belgian territory with the consent and participa-
tion of Belgian officials did not conform with the policy of independence
announced by the Belgian King.

Belgium did nothing to prepare the ground for a really neutral attitude
of the population, particularly against the German Army.
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While the closest contact was being maintained between the Belgian and
French and English Armies, while, even as late as 1939, crack French com-
panies visited Belgian troops units and public fraternization scenes occurred,

agitation against the German Army was tolerated and may even have been
promoted.

It is still further significant that in 1937 notorious atrocity pictures were
hung in the Citadel of Namur, a building owned by the army, and that they
were used for systematic agitation against Germany.

Documents Seized in Warsaw Corroborate German Charge

Documents of the Polish General Staff seized in Warsaw gave irreproach-
able proof for the Belgian-Polish cooperation in the exchange of information
concerning Germany.

The following can be ascertained from a letter of the Polish Military
Attaché in Paris, a colonel of the General Staff, Colonel Fyda, to the chief
of the secretary of the department of the Polish General Staff dated May
7, 1937:

“On May 1, 1937, following the agreement concluded between the chief
of the Belgian General Staff and Colonel Fyda:

“The Belgian General Staff consents with the approval of the War Min-
istry to cooperate with the Polish General Staff regarding the exchange of
information on the German armed forces.

“Information will be exchanged through the Polish Military Attaché at
Brussels.

“Colonel Fyda reports that it could be assumed that the Belgian Foreign
Ministry was informed regarding the cooperation.

“The Chief of the Belgian General Staff ordered the immediate exchange
of Belgian elaborations of March, 1937, regarding the disposition of the
German Army, Air Force and Navy.

““Colonel Fyda rejects this under pretext and requests a decision by tele-
gram of the Chief of the Second Department in Warsaw.

“A telegram from the Chief of the Second Department in Warsaw was
dispatched to Colonel Fyda: ‘Agreed.—Polish material will be sent in the
middle of June.””

This proved beyond doubt that Polish-Belgian cooperation existed until
the beginning of the German-Polish war.

Distribution of forces and deployment of the Belgian Army were directed
against Germany.
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In peacetime the Belgian frontier in the East was occupied by troops to
a considerably stronger degree than along the southwestern frontier.

Basic Change in Belgian Army Formation

To this must be added that at the German frontier troops for an emer-
gency were stationed but not at the French frontier.

At the outbreak of the war the Belgian Army was still concentrating a
majority of its divisions along the southwestern frontier.

At the end of September, nine infantry divisions and two cavalry divisions
were stationed at the fronts to the southwest and west. However, on the
eastern front there were only three divisions, and one division in reserve
and two divisions in the vicinity of the training ground at Beverloo.

However, after October 2, 1939, a basic change in the formation of the
Belgian Army took place and the largest part of the Belgian Army units was
shifted to the northeastern frontier.

Since the latter part of October out of twenty-one mobilized divisions of
the field army about fourteen divisions were placed in position at the north-
ern and eastern frontiers between Antwerp and south of Liége; three divi-
sions stood as reserve units in the Brussels area and about four divisions
stood at the southwest frontier and along the coastal area.

All night-leaves of November 7 and 8 were canceled for the entire Bel-
gian Army, and numerous omnibuses and trucks were called in for army
duty.

It is confirmed that on November 8 a transportation movement started.
Thereby strong forces were shifted from the area around Brussels, from the
coastal area and from the southwest frontier. This shift led to an almost
complete military evacuation of the coast and the French frontiers.

Over two-thirds of the Belgian Army troops are stationed at the eastern
frontier and behind the Albert Canal. The remainder is stationed around
Brussels as reserve and in the coastal area.

Only the weak protective units without artillery remained at the French
frontier and in the coastal area.

On April 10, 1940, about forty small troop detachments were shipped from
the Albert Canal to the interior of the country. This, however, did not imply
a strengthening of the forces at the Belgian southern frontier or at the coast
against the Western powers, but simply meant the intention to keep certain
reserves behind the front lines.

During the next few days part of these forces was shifted again to the
northeastern frontier.



STATEMENT OF GERMAN GENERAL STAFF xxxvii

Resistance was not supposed to be made, since irrefutable proof exists
that on the morning of Jan. 14 all Belgian troops stationed on the southwest
border and in the Ardennes area were forbidden to shoot at advancing Eng-
lish and French troops.

Technical preparations for safeguarding the frontier were one-sidedly
directed against Germany.

At the outbreak of the war a dense net of prepared and guarded obstacles
existed at the German frontier, while at the French frontier there were only
a few light obstacles.

Obstacles at the French frontier, as far as could be ascertained, were
removed in October, 1939, and in January, 1940. Blasting charges were
removed also from overhead structures.

Evacuation of military establishments and manufacturing centers impor-
tant for war production and evacuation of the population was prepared only
in areas along the German frontier.

It is significant that the destinations for the evacuated are the towns along
the French frontier.

Since October, 1939, evidence has accumulated that Belgium not only
favored England and France by a one-sided military and political attitude
but also concluded military conventions with both powers.

Belgium reserved, by a declaration of the foreign affairs committee of the
Senate on June 22, 1939, the right for her General Staff to hold consulta-
tions with the General Staffs of other countries.

In a debate in the Chamber on March 7, 1940, the Belgian Minister of
Defense stated with regard to the military guarantees of certain powers
that the guarantee “in order to be effective’” must operate immediately.

“In regard to this necessity I can give assurance that no factor has been
neglected that will enable those powers guaranteeing our independence to
fulfill obligations voluntarily assumed by them.”

Use of Roads Provided

This statement clearly shows that consultations had taken place between
the Belgian General Staff and the General Staffs of Western powers, for no
such consultation had taken place with the German General Staff.

It must be observed that consultations of this sort that formed the basis
for the immediate putting into effect of the guarantee obligations assured
by France and England must have been carried on with the approval of
the highest quarters.

el B ) 31"3 - ongil



xxxvili ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

Regulations issued by the Belgian Ministry of Defense in 1937 contained
precise details regarding the use of roads in the event of a Franco-British
advance.

The following observations prove also that measures had been taken
by Belgium in view of the entry of Franco-British troops and that consulta-
tions between the General Staffs of Belgium, France and England had taken
place that were directed unilaterally against Germany.

On November 11, 1939, gendarmes on the French frontier received in-
structions to make the roads clear in the event of the entry of French troops
and to bar all civilian vehicles from those roads.

However, in the neighborhood of the German frontier all road signs were
removed. In the vicinity of the French frontier they either remained or
were replaced.

Similar observations were made on Jan. 13 and 14, 1940.

Railways Kept Ready for Allies

In order to facilitate the transport of French and British troops, railway
material, including numerous locomotives, were kept in readiness at the
French frontier.

Similar facts were observed on Jan. 23 and Jan. 24, 1940, and at the
beginning of April on the Franco-Belgian frontier stretching from Mons to
Maubeuge and from Roubaix to Charleroi.

For the same purpose French automobile columns were assembled on the
French frontier.

During the night from Oct. 13-14, 1939, the administration of Belgian
railways in Brussels sent out a telegram ordering that Belgian trains must
be kept empty and at the disposal of the French and British troops.

The telegram read as follows:

“No objection to utilization of Belgian railway material by French and
British troops.”

According to a report, a French motorized column on Jan. 15 stood ready
with full equipment to march on the French sector of the road from Steen-
voorde to Poperinghe at the spot where the road in question marks the
border line between France and Belgium.

The French commanding officer proceeded to a distance of about 200
meters within Belgian territory with the object of ascertaining whether
advance into Belgium had been ordered, and had conversation on the sub-
ject with the Belgian officer. Since no such orders had been given, the
French officer withdrew to his detachment.
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No attempt was made to intern the French officer.

On Jan. 15, 1940, a French motorized column crossed the Belgian fron-
tier and marched some kilometers into the country in the direction of
Poperinghe. The local Belgian commander authorized the French column
to return without further ado.

French Officers at Liéege

The Burgomasters (Mayors) in the Ardennes region received instruction
on Dec. 10, 1939, to provide for the accommodation of French troops.

In connection with the reports received from France it has been ascer-
tained that in December, 1939, Belgian intelligence troops were atiempiing
to establish information quarters for the French High Command.

In November and December, 1939, French officers charged with the duty
of preparing the French advance were staying in the environs of Liege and
in the Ardennes region with cognizance of Belgian officers.

The French officers in question were camouflaged as soldiers on leave
and had their uniforms with them in their trunks.

The fortified positions near Liége and on the Albert Canal, construction
on which required the service of a great number of men and engineers, were
clearly destined from the very beginning for utilization by the British and
French forces since the extensive nature of those positions was not adapted
to the means at the disposal of the Belgian Army.

In December, 1939, it was observed that the work of fortifying the
district of Dinant as well as the region northwest of Mons was being super-
vised by French engineers.

For this purpose French engineers daily crossed the frontier in French
motor cars and drove to Dinant whence they were brought to their respec-
tive stations in Belgian military cars.

Work carried out in the district of Ervelde in Flanders for digging the
auxiliary canal and for the construction of positions for anti-aircraft bat-
teries, artillery and wide-range guns was directed by British engineers.

On April 4, 1940, a report from Antwerp said that the steamer City of
Simla, 11,000 tons, had arrived from London with a cargo of arms, muni-
tions and tanks for British troops and that the cargo in question had been
discharged.
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DOCUMENT NO. 1

ORDERS ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER OF THE FRENCH
DETACHMENT OPERATING IN LUXEMBURG, MAY 2, 1940

[Translation]
Secret

204th Inf. Rgt.
The Commander of the

Detachment Operating in

Luxemburg.
No. 3264/C

SERVICE INSTRUCTIONS
CHANGE IN THE ORDER FOR WITHDRAWAL

The 2nd Battalion of the 204th Inf. Rgt. will occupy the farm of
ATIRSAIN on receipt of the order:

“Enter Luxemburg, move immediately.”

The motorcycle scout section of the 334th Inf. Rgt., which was to have
occupied this farm, will not do so.

A motorcyclist will be sent by the battalion commander in charge of the
detachment to convey the withdrawal order to the Lieutenant commanding
The Motorcycle Scout Section of the 334th Inf. Rgt.,, who will take the
RODANGE LONGLAVILLE route and place himself at the disposal of
his corps commander.

H.Q. May 2, 1940.

FEUILLATRE, Battalion Commander in
charge of the Detachment operating in
Luxemburg.

Distribution:

Motorcycle Scout Section of the 204th Inf.Rgt.
Motorcycle Scout Section of the 334th Inf.Rgt. ¢/o Commander.
3
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The Colonel in command of the 334th Inf.Rgt.

Shock troop detachment of the 204th Inf.Rgt. ¢/o Commander of II/204.

Shock troop detachment of the 227th Inf.Rgt. ¢c/o0 Regimental Commander.

Shock troop detachment of the 334th Inf.Rgt. c/0 Regimental Commander.

Commander of the 7th Comp. ¢/o0 Commander I1/204 Inf.Rgt.

Commander of the 9th Comp. ¢/o0 Commander I1I/204 Inf. Rgt.

Leader of the two motorized sections of C.A.3, ¢/o Commander II1/204 Inf.
Rgt. (2 copies).

File (2 copies).

DOCUMENT NO. 2

REGIMENTAL ORDERS REGARDING OBJECTIVES IN BELGIUM
ISSUED BY THE 4TH FRENCH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE
CAR REGIMENT, APRIL 2, 1940

[Translation]
H. Q. April 2, 1940.

4th Light Division
14th Light Brigade
4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regiment

OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO. 1

Maps used: scale 1/50.000,° “Michelin”

A. Task Assigned to the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt. The 4th
Light Division Covers the 2nd Army Corps (Left Wing of the 9th
Army).

The 4th C.R.C.Rgt. (less the 3rd Tank Squadron) reinforced by a
section of 25 mm anti-tank guns, one M.G. section of the 14th Motor-
ized Rifle Rgt. and a motorcycle pioneer section under the command of
the Lt. Col. commanding the 4th C.R.C.Rgt., cooperating toward the
south with the scout detachments and the advanced protective detach-
ment of the 1st Cavalry Division, and to the north with the same units
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of the reconnaissance group of the 2nd Army, as well as with the
Cavalry Corps, is ordered:

1.

To take possession of the crossings over the Meuse, between DAVE
and ANHEE inclusive, to occupy protective positions on the SART
—BERNARD—MAILLEN—CRUPET—DORINNE line, and to
send out scouts in the direction of DURBUY and MARCHE.

. To thrust advanced protective detachments beyond the line men-

tioned, as soon as the advance guards of the 14th Motorized Rifle
Rgt. bave arrived, and after completing reconnoitering from

MARCHE toward STRAVELOT.

Intentions of the Lt.-Col. Commanding the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Car Rgt.

1.

To proceed as rapidly as possible to the Meuse, to occupy and hold
its crossings and to take special defensive measures on the BIOUL-
GODINNE—YVOIR line.

To reconnoiter as quickly as possible beyond the above-mentioned
line, with principal points of attack in the southern part.

. To establish advanced protection along the line decided upon, such

protection first of all offering resistance in the southern part of
the section (CRUPET—DORINNE).
To repulse small enemy detachments which might have crossed the
Meuse, and in any case to assure possession of the LESVES—
BIOUL line of observation posts, to keep possession of the fringe
of the woods to the west of the river.

Operation Area of the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Division and
Roads of Advance I* and I ?, See Maps. Movement Toward the Meuse.
A) The regiment will proceed in two columns using the routes I* and

I %, each column in three sections: reconnaissance, protection, first-

line transport 1.

1. Northern Group. Commander: the Commander of the second
group of squadrons. Route I 2.

Reconnaissance Unit 2 (one section of armored reconnais-
sance cars, one section of motorcycle riflemen), two sections of
the 4th Squadron of motorcycle riflemen, one 25 mm anti-tank
gun.

First-line transport 1 of this group.
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B)

C)

D)

E)
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2. Southern Group. Commander: the Lt.-Col. and Regimental
Commander. Route I°.

Reconnaissance Unit 1 under the command of the Squadron
Leader commanding the first group of squadrons (two motor-
cycle sections of the 2nd Squadron—two sections of armored
reconnaissance cars). Regimental staff: one motorized section
of engineers, one section of armored reconnaissance cars, and
one section of motorcycle riflemen (protective reserve under
the command of an officer to be detailed by the Squadron
Leader commanding the first group of squadrons).

2 sections of motorcycle riflemen of the 4th Squadrom, 3
25 mm anti-tank guns, 1 M.G. section of the 14th Rifle Rgt.
(motorized) under the command of the Captain commanding
the 4th Motorcycle Squadron.

First-line transport 1 of the group in command of the of-
ficer in charge of execution of service details.

The anti-tank gun section, the M.G. section and the motor-
ized section of engineers are to reach EPPE—SAUVAGE, as
soon as alarm has been given.

Section Limits: cross-roads south of EPPE—SAUVAGE—FOUR-
BECHIES—DAUSSOIS—GOMEZEE—BOIS DU PRINCE
GRAUX—BOIS DE NEFFE—BOIS MARLY-RIVIERE, all
these points to the Southern Group.

Protection: advance guard columns will be protected by one sec-
tion of armored reconnaissance cars and one section of motor-
cycle riflemen each.

Objective No. 1: line GERPINNES—MORIALME—FLOR-
ENNES. Contact to be established by advance guards on the line
MORIALME—FLORENNES.

Objective No. 2: advance guards reach heights or cross-roads to
the east of the Meuse. Main body: the Meuse.

Immediately on arriving at the Meuse, the advance guards must
immediately establish contact in a northerly direction with the
reconnaissance group of the 2nd Army and with the fortified
region of NAMUR; in a southerly direction with the 1st Light
Cavalry Division near DINANT.




DOCUMENT TWO 7

F) Demarcation of Sectors: to be carried out by the group comman-
ders by means of motorcyclists.

G) Starting Points: the Belgian frontier for both groups. Starting
times will be stipulated in accordance with alarm orders.

H) Destinations for Northern Group, to be ordered by the Squadron
Leader commanding the respective group. For Southern Group, to
be ordered by an officer to be detailed by the Captain command-
ing the 4th Motorcycle Rifle Squadron.

I) Workshop Train: at end of first-line transport 1.

K) Anti-Aircraft Defense: by means of automatic arms, each group
provides anti-aircraft defense at the intervals between the march-
ing columns, and at the end of the groups by a motorcycle rifle
group of the 4th Squadron.

L) Anti-Tank Defense: by means of armored reconnaissance cars
and anti-tank guns; for the Southern Group by means of a 25 mm
anti-tank gun at the head of first-line transport 1.

M) Lighting: when marching off at night: one vehicle with dimmed
lights at the head of each section or corresponding unit, all other
vehicles show parking light.

N) Distance between units on the march: 50 meters between vehicles,
100 meters between sections or corresponding units, 400 meters
between groups of two sections or corresponding units.

P) Composition and Movement of Groups and Baggage: see Appen-
dix.

Q) Squadron Commanders will give all detail orders necessary for
the composition of the groups (first echelons of supply and first-
line transport 1) in their quarters, further for the movement of
these units in the region of EPPE—SAUVAGE, as well as for the
alignment of the columns on the respective lines of march, in the
direction of the starting points. The staff commander must deter-
mine rallying points for first-line transport and for the regimental
transport. In any event the road from MOUSTIER—EPPE to
SAUTIN or RANCE must be cleared of vehicles immediately
after the alarm is given.

1 J) is omitted in the original document,
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DOCUMENT NO. 3

MAINTENANCE INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING FUEL SUPPLIES
IN BELGIUM FOR THE 4TH FRENCH LIGHT DIVISION

[Translation]
4th Light Division
14th Light Brigade, Motorized
4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regt. 2nd Squadron

EXTRACT FROM INSTRUCTION NO. 202 S/4 OF THE 4TH
LIGHT CAVALRY DIVISION.

I. Initial allotment of transport means, and preparations for the start:

a) At the disposition of the Corps within the tactical groups:

First-line transport 1: ration lorries
field kitchens
fuel tank wagons
munition lorries to move with the Corps.

b) With the Division:

First-line transport 2 (remainder). Regimental transport col-
lected separately for the different corps. Movement to be decided
by the Division.

c) Sent forward to the repair bases:

Workshops for the motorized units (except Maintenance). Move-
ment to be decided by the Division.

II. Supplies for the troops:
On J1 and J2 (time), in the morning:

Rations, replenishment of fuel and ammunition to be provided by
the groups according to orders issued by the groups, and from the
supply of first-line transport 1 on the march with the groups.
Commencing on J2, in the morning:

Remainder of first-line transport 2, distribution commands of first-
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line transports of groups, and, if required, ammunition must, as a
matter of principle, be advanced to the following first points of

destination: 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt. up to cross-roads
1 km east of ARBRE.

Allotment of maintenance commencing at J2, in the evening:

During J2, the distribution sections return to the base empty, to-
gether with the Corps vehicles. They will be included in the supply
columns.

First-line transport 2 will be regrouped and remains at the disposal
of the group leaders.

Deployment behind the Meuse:

Base: Regimental transport: CHATELET
Fuel: CHATELET
Ammunition: PESCHE
Corps Workshops:
4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Regt: FALISOLLE
First-line transport 2:
4th Cavalry Reconnaissance Car Rgt.: region east of ARBRE.

Traffic Regulation:

a) Control:

Up to the road connecting CHARLEROI and PHILIPPEVILLE
(R. 19) control by the Army.
Between connecting road R. 15 and the Meuse, by the Division.
After the arrival of the advance guard of the 5th Inf. Div.
(motorized) on the Meuse, by the 2nd Army Corps.

b) Traffic Regulation:

Traffic may proceed day and night until further orders in all the
divisional zones, except the following restrictions: it is prohibited
during the nights of J1, J2, J3, J4; from 8.00 P.M. to 6.00 A.M.
on the days when the motorized units are unloaded; and for
columns of more than ten vehicles unless specific permission is
given by Division H.Q.

All columns must maintain a minimum distance of 100 meters
between vehicles both moving and stationary.
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VI. Fuel:

Organization of fuel supply:

During the day of J1: supply from civilian Belgian filling stations
against special vouchers is regulated by the group leaders and by
the independent detachment commanders.

Vouchers 112, stamped “ARMEE FRANCAISE” will be for-
warded to the Corps before moving; they are valid for both the
private Belgian filling stations and the Army filling stations.’

DOCUMENT NO. 4

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF FRENCH
TROOPS TO BELGIUM BY RAIL

[Translation]

General H.Q., April 16, 1940.
High Command of the Army.
General Headquarters.
General Staff.
4th Bureau.
2nd Division.
No. 7.813—4/F.T.
Instructions
for transportation by rail
according to Plan “Y”

A railway transport plan, in the event of operations on Belgian territory,
has been set up at the request of the armies, for the units allotted to them
which will move automatically according to the events of day J1.

This plan has been worked out on the understanding that the day ]l
will be fixed by an order given the previous day before midnight, where-
upon the first departures can be made as from 18.00 o’clock on day J1.

It appears that the system of entrainment prepared on the basis of the
events of a certain day is too rigid. If the decision were taken during the

! Here follows a list of Belgian civilian filling stations.
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morning of a given day, the rail transports would not start until the fol-
lowing day from 18.00 o'clock on, which in this case would mean a con-
siderable delay in the rail transports.

It has, therefore, been decided that the entrainment plan shall remain un-
changed, provided decision is made between 18 and 24 o’clock the day
previous to day J1; that, however, if the decision is given before 18.00
o’clock, the whole plan of automatic transport shall be advanced by six
hours, twelve hours or eighteen hours, as the case may be, it being under-
stood that the minimum notice at present provided for the notification of
the troops shall remain unchanged.

The commanders of the units whose transportation by rail is effected
automatically in the event of operations in BELGIUM are, therefore, re-
quested to maintain close contact with the offices of the Rail Transport
Officer which have arranged for their transportation.'

These authorities will specifically advise each unit at the proper time
whether the original plan is to be advanced and by how many hours, or
whether it shall operate as provided for.

For the General in Supreme Command of the Army.
For the Major-General:
(signed) HANOTEAU,
Major-General, attached.

Distribution:
7th Army
Secret
Staff Headquarters, April 18, 1940.
7th Army
General Staff.
4th Bureau.

No. 9280—S1/4.

COPY TRANSMITTED

1. To 21st Inf.-Div.

for execution as far as contacting the Field Railway Office is concerned
which has made preparations for transportation from there.

1 See facsimile, p. A8, for footnote.
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2. For information to:

-----------------------------------

The instructions for putting into effect the plan contained in Table V
of instruction No. 7.996 S1/4 of April 7, 1940, will be communicated to
the large units, to the commands, as well as to the authorities mentioned
under 2. by the Army Commander (General Staff, 4th Bureau).

The General in Command of the 7th Army.
By Order
T - e o P T e S e e
Colonel and Chief of General Staff.
R. Z. Hazebrouck. A*
April 13, 1940.

DOCUMENT NO. 5

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE STUDY OF MARCH ROUTES
INTO BELGIUM

[Translation]

INSTRUCTION NO. IV

ROUTES

I. MARCH ROUTES (2 sketches attached)

Should the Light Motorized Division halt on the CHARLEROI
Canal or on the contrary proceed without break to the transverse
line WAVRE—GEMBLOUX, the routes allotted to the wvarious
groups on the move remain the same as far as the Belgian frontier.

Across the Belgian frontier the plan of march will change according
to the situation offered.

II. STARTING POINT AND TIME OF CROSSING THE FRON-
TIER

The units forming part of the various groups will commence their
march from the starting point at the time stated below.?

1 Charts follow. See facsimiles, pp. A9 and AlQ.
2 Here follows a table. See facsimile, p. All.
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III. RECONNAISSANCE AND STUDY OF ROUTES

The reconnaissance of routes I,—I.—1I; as far as the frontier, must
have been previously carried out by all Captains and Section Leaders.
N.C.Os for direction finding, workshop staff, baggage-train group
leaders, etc., in short, all the officers responsible for the direction of
the smallest formations or by N.C.0.s who have to proceed alone
(workshop, staff, direction-finders, detail).

The study of march routes beyond the frontier will have to be
made by map. The sketches of routes hereby attached, which have
been distributed down to sections of squadrons, are to be reproduced
in the form of tracings by the subordinate units mentioned in the
above paragraph. This work must be completed by February 8th.

DOCUMENT NO. 6

EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF FRENCH LIEUTENANT
DOLLFUSS

[Translation]

11th November 9.30  Fight in a clearing.
(illegible )—sleep.
11.00  Return. The Colonel informs me of my
promotion to N.C.O.

17th December 9.00  Leave for Vressincourt.
Duty in Verdun.
21st December End of duty.
15th January 40 2.30  Alarm.
16th January Reconnaissance of the positions in Bel-
gium.
17th January Leave for Pure.
11th February Proceed on leave.

s Google
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DOCUMENT NO. 7

STATEMENT OF A LUXEMBURG SUBJECT ON THE PRESENCE
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1940

[Translation]

Report of proceedings

taken down before Dr. Richter, General Consul in the presence of Captain
Ruppert and the specially appointed officer v. Gareis, Army Command 12.
Statement taken from Mr. Josef Grandjenet.

Personal details

My name is Josef Grandjenet, born in Harlange, Luxemburg, on Decem-
ber 28, 1866 (correctly, December 27,66), a merchant by calling. I am no
longer in business and have lived for the past six months in Bertrix, 98 rue
Burhaimont. I own a house in Libramont, rue Faubourg, and my permanent
residence is there. For the present I am remaining here in Bertrix. I am a
subject of Luxemburg, Catholic, widower. I can verify my statements by
showing my identity card issued by the Commune Aubange.

Statement

I voluntarily declare on oath as follows:

About 7 days before the outbreak of the German-Belgian hostilities, that
is to say, if I am not mistaken, Sunday May the 4th, or possibly the day
before, about 200 French soldiers in uniform drove through Bertrix in the
afternoon in armored cars coming from the south, and drove off in the
direction of Libramont. I definitely recognized that they were French
soldiers because I know the uniform exactly. Apart from that I recognized
the soldiers by their language when they conversed with me.

Bertrix, May 15, 1940,

concluded:

(signed) Grandjenet ]J.
Richter, General Consul
Ruppert,
v. Gareis
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DOCUMENT NO. 8

STATEMENT OF A FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR ON THE
PRESENCE OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE
MAY 10, 1940

[Translation]

Report of Wireless Operator Walter Dick.
0. U. May 16, 1940.

Re Statement of a French prisoner of war.

On May 12, 1940, I traveled with a motorcycle dispatch rider from
Bertrix to Bastogne. At Recogne a destroyed railway bridge stopped us.
Five French prisoners of war belonging to a tank unit were standing at the
bridge. One of these prisoners addressed me in German and told me that
for a whole day they had been encamped in a house to the left of the bridge
and that no one had worried about them. In the course of the conversation
and in reply to my question, how long they had been in Belgium, he
answered: “Since the 15th of last month.” Two infantry and anti-aircraft
Lieutenants were witnesses to this conversation from time to time. I can-
not say definitely that both officers took full notice of the remarks of this
French prisoner of war. Besides August Picker, the motorcycle dispatch
rider, one other German soldier was present, who expressed his astonish-
ment at the statement made.

I am prepared to confirm the above statement on oath.

(signed) Walter Dick,
Wireless Operator.

August Picker, the motorcycle dispatch rider, Unit 18330, declared:

I have heard the statement made by the French prisoner of war and am
also prepared to confirm same on oath.
(signed) August Picker,
Senior Wireless Operator.

el B ) 31"3 - ongil
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DOCUMENT NO. 9

MEMORANDUM BY THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE 9TH
FRENCH ARMY ON THE INTENDED MOVEMENT OF BELGIAN
TROOPS EAST OF THE MEUSE, MARCH 28, 1940

[Translation]
Secret

CE/BA
9th Army. This draft must not leave
General Staff the Offices of the General
2 Office Staff of the 9th Army.
No. 1748/2 Headquarters, March 28, 1940.

Memorandum Covering the Intended Belgian Movements
East of the Meuse

The intended Belgian movements east of the Meuse (Note No. 634/2
S. of March 19) give rise to the following remarks:

I—Retardative movement

1) Withdrawal of the Chasseurs Ardennais
—3rd and 2nd Chasseurs: Mobility possible on condition that the
work of demolition in the sector of the 3rd Chasseurs Ardennais
is carried out completely.

—1st Chasseurs: Withdrawal to NEUFCHATEAU and LIBRA-
MONT possible, where in fact preparations for receiving them
have been made. Further withdrawal to HUY (70 km as the
crow flies, at right angles to the enemy march-route and in the
normal direction of the withdrawal of the civilian population)
appears to be more than problematical.

It is probable that the retiring units of the 1st Chasseurs
would be compelled to retire in the direction of SEMOY.



2)

3)
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With drawal of the detached units of the 2nd Lancers from the
direction of FLORENVILLE

—Same remarks as above.

Defense of the “Bridgehead of HUY.” The 1st Cav. Div. (rein-
inforced by 2 battalions of Chasseurs Ardennais) has to defend a
front of 30—40 km in length

These defense operations can be based on:

—In the east, the OURTHE valley.
—In the center, an anti-tank trench.
—In the west, the HOYOUX valley.

Considering the extension of the front, the defense operations should not
be prolonged more than 24 hours provided that the chain of the old LIEGE
forts has not been previously pierced.

4)

Command of Group K

Situated at St. HUBERT in a very advanced position, this group
will have to withdraw 60 km at right angles to the enemy, in order
to reach the MEUSE.

The group will be constantly in motion and not in a position to
i1ssue orders.

II—Supporting units on the river Meuse

1)

2)

Fortified position at LIEGE

Numerical units weak: 2 infantry divisions, reinforced by light
units along a front of approximately 40 km.

Notwithstanding the support offered by the fortifications, this
arrangement does not make allowance for the formation of reserves.

Sector of the 1st Division of the Chasseurs Ardennais

Normal sector of 8 km with the use of the MEUSE Valley, but
the Division runs the risk of not being able to be regrouped. In any
case, one cannot count on serious resistance of units, who have car-
ried through an extensive and difficult retardative action despite
the cover and despite the support which they may have obtained
from the OURTHE and from the deployed 1. Light Cavalry Divi-
sion at the “Bridgehead of HUY.”



18 ALLIED INTRIGUE IN THE LOW COUNTRIES

3) Sector of the 1st Light Cavalry Division

The 1st L.C.D. is to hold a front of 7 km, with a force not

exceeding four regiments.

The extent of this front does not appear excessive in view of the
importance of the obstacle. But it seems hardly probably that this
division can become reengaged on the MEUSE after having held

the “Bridgehead of HUY"” for any length of time.
Its use as part of the reserve unit would have been advisable.

4) Sector of the 2nd Div. of the Chasseurs Ardennais

This division, which from the first is to operate in the MEUSE
valley will be capable of offering serious resistance along its front
of 5 km.

5) Fortified position of NAMUR

This position appears to be better defended than that of LIEGE:
1 Division supported by the fortifications on an effective front
of approximately 15 km on the right bank of the MEUSE.

6) Meuse, south of NAMUR
—Undefended.

DEDUCTION

If we disregard the undefended sections up-stream from NAMUR, it
would appear that the weak point of the Belgian MEUSE defenses is the
sector lying between the HUY and the fortified position of LIEGE, because
the troops charged with the defense of this sector would be exhausted, and
would go into action at the last moment.

It furthermore appears that no reserves of any serious account seem
to have been provided in the rear of the rallying position of LIEGE—
NAMUR.
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DOCUMENT NO. 10

ORDERS CONCERNING INFORMATION ABOUT FRIENDLY
TROOPS AND ERECTION OF A FORTIFIED POSITION, ISSUED
BY THE 2ND BELGIAN GRENADIER REGIMENT, APRIL 13, 1940

[Translation]

2nd Grenadier Regiment

In the Field, April 13, 1940.

Regimental Staff

Secret
No. 2463/567

The Commander of the 2nd Grenadiers to:

the Battalion Commanders (5 copies)

the Commander of the Staff Company

the Regimental Surgeon

the Wireless Officer

the Intelligence Officer

the Commander of the Reconnaissance
Section

ORDER FOR CONSOLIDATING AND DEFENDING THE
POSITION HAL—CASTRE—PAMEL

(Supplementary to my order No. 2453/565 of April 12, 1940)

I. Information concerning friendly troops—

Friendly forces will occupy a general front in the direction of
TOURNAI—ANTOING—CANAL FROM MONS TO CONDE—
ST-GHISLAIN—BINCHE.

II. Task of the 7th Inf. Div.
In conjunction with the VI. A.C., the 7th Infantry Division, which
at the left joins with 2nd Infantry Division, has orders to prepare for
the occupation of the NIOVE—CASTRE—HAL position.
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Note: 1. Cyclist units of the 7th Inf. Div. have reconnoitered the
crossings over the river DENDRE between OKEGEM
(excluded) and ALOST (included).

2. Occupation of the dug-outs and the placing of anti-tank
guns 47 has been completed since April 11,

ITI. Frontiers

Of S—Sector: see sketch accompanying Order No. 2453/565.
Between battalions: the same.

IV. Structure®...

V. Directions for carrying out work
a) Work in the field will be carried out in the following order of
urgency:

1) —Preparing a field of fire; camouflage;
2) —Obstacles;
3) —Erection of protected positions for riflemen.

As far as possible, use must be made of all facilities already

available.

b) Contingent improvements to the already existing position.
It has been established that in consequence of the construction of
tank-traps after the establishment of the position, certain points
on its fringe no longer coincide with the conditions bearing on
firing distances (200—300m) and flanking.

Furthermore a few of the trenches dug in low-line areas have
become flooded and useless. Therefore, it is necessary, before this
work is undertaken, that an investigation be held for the purpose
of ascertaining these details and correcting the contours of the
line which no longer conforms to present requirements.

¢) The work.
1. Clearing the field of fire.

Preparations for an uninterrupted and clear field of fire
capable of giving utmost efficiency, must be strictly limited
to absolutely necessary work. Camouflage must not be over-
looked.

It should not be overlooked that national camouflage is the
better. Special attention should, therefore, be given to this
work in wooded areas.

1 See facsimile p. A16.

s Google
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2. Wire-entanglements.

A wire-network 4.30 m wide, must be put in place; any
existing net work must be made use of or supplemented.
Isolated dug-outs, or such projecting from the position must
be enclosed by a 4.30 m wire-entanglement.

3. Protected infantry positions.

All available infantry positions, if suitable, must be im-
proved. Breast-works must be erected at first, and on their
completion, trenches must be built.

Trench walls must be lined in the first place with the fol-
lowing materials:

—Cut turf

—Revetments from material found on the spot

—Wire netting

On erecting the parados and covering same attention must
be paid to sufficient slope, which however should not exceed
8:1 with revetments, 6:1 with turfs.

4, Light Dug-outs.

Light trenches are at present not being reinforced except
that those already built can be used. But during the course
of field work sufficient space must be reserved.

5. Listening and observation posts.

Certain parts of the tank-obstructions are placed near
houses or other places of cover which give easy access;
on the other hand, there are certain points of importance
the occupying of which, if not during day time, are at least
esential to guard by night. Near such points outlying posts
(listening or observation posts) may be built, places for which
should be prepared; special instructions will immediately
settle this question.

d) Execution of work.

Work will commence on the morning of April 13. Due to their
late arrival, the 2nd Grenadiers will only execute the work already
planned and prepared in the course of the 12th. Until further
orders work will be carried out daily including Sundays. Sec-
tional leaders will be held responsible that all ranks are given the
opportunity of attending Divine Service.

Report of work done must be submitted to me at 14 hours by
April 15th (enclosed form to be used).
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e) Supplies
—See Order No. 2456/566 re maintenance and withdrawal as
from April 12, 1940.

Security.

(a) On alarm being given, regimental reconnaissance units will post
guards at the following places:

—The 2nd Grenadiers towards STEENHAULT (milestone 9
road from NINOVE to ENGHIEN ); guarding the district of
ENGHIEN.

—The 2nd Mounted: toward HAUTE-CROIX; guarding the
district of ENGHIEN.

(b) In order to make themselves acquainted with the battle area,
the reconnaissance party of the 2nd Grenadiers will daily send
patrols to the neighborhood of the aforementioned posts and
will explore the possibility of withdrawal.

Commander of the 2nd Grenadiers
(sgd) HERBIET
Colonel on General Staff

DOCUMENT NO. 11

ORDER CONCERNING PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES IN BEL-
GIUM ISSUED BY THE 2ND BRITISH DIVISION, APRIL 19, 1940

Secret

2 Div 202/1/G/1

19 Apr 40.
4 Inf Bde (1)
5 Inf Bde (1)
6 Inf Bde (1)
4/7 D.G. (1)
R.A. (1)
R.E. (1)
RASC. (1)
Pro (1)
F.S.P. (1)
F.L.O. (1) A/Q (letter only).

Google o Originalfom
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1. Contact with Belgian civil authorities.

(a) The first contact in any Belgian village should be with the Burgo-
master, the second with the local Brigade de Gendarmerie the
headquarters of which will be found in the chef-lieu of the canton.

The Gendarmerie, as in France, are in possession of information
on all inhabitants of the canton concerned.

Their duties and organization correspond with those of the
French Gendarmerie; they are responsible for all matters regarding
the recruitment of personnel into the Army, and for all questions
of mobilization affecting the civil population. In co-operation with
the civil police, represented in country districts by the Gardes
Champetres, under the Burgomaster, they are also responsible for
the maintenance of law and order.

(b) At the earliest opportunity, arrangements will be made for repre-
sentatives of the Surete Publique (the central Polico Intelligence
Office) to be attached to G.H.Q. and Corps N.Q. The officials to
be attached will be members of the State Police (Police Generale
de I’Etat) who deal with internal security, subversive propaganda,
and surveillance of foreigners entering the country.

(c) Further details of Belgian Police and Gendarmerie organization are
given in Chapter XV of “Notes on the Belgian Army 1937".

2. Pigeon Lofts.

The doors of all pigeon lofts will be opened and kept open. Pigeon
racing is a national sport in Belgium and F.S.P. will ensure that this
instruction is carried out over as wide an area as possible, irrespective
of whether the Belgian authorities have issued an order to the same
effect or not.

3. Belgian Identification papers.

Specimens of Belgian identity cards are enclosed (distribution as
above). The cards enclosed are only approximate reproductions of the
originals both as to colour and print. At the earliest opportunity after
crossing the frontier, information should be obtained from Belgian
sources on the following points:

(a) That other permits, if any, are in current use.
(b) The scope of the specimens enclosed.

Digitized by CQ 81(3 . :
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4. Suspect cars and persons.
(a) A list of suspect cars giving the owner’s name and the number of the
car is given in Appx A.
(b) A list of persons whom the authorities should be requested to place
under arrest is given in Appx B.
Lt. Col.
G.S., 2 Div.

DOCUMENT NO. 12

ROUGH MAP OF MILITARY ROADS FOR THE FRENCH 15T
LIGHT DIVISION IN BELGIUM

[See facsimile in last section of this book, p. A20.]

DOCUMENT NO. 13

ORDERS CONCERNING LIAISON WITH BELGIAN AND BRITISH
ARMY COMMANDS, ISSUED BY THE 1ST FRENCH MOTORIZED
LIGHT DIVISION, DECEMBER 18, 1939

[Translation]

Secret
1st Motorized Light Division

General Staff 3 ° Office
No. 407 3 S.

Staff Headquarters, Dec. 18, 1939

Special Orders for General Operation Order No. 17a

I. Liaison with Army Commands
1. Advance up to the Canal.
a) In the vanguard with Belgian troops
By means of Reconnaissance Section with the General Staff
of the fighting force in the fighting sector of the 1st M. L. Div.
By means of the Commander of the 2. Section of the General
Command with the Belgian General Staff in BRUSSELS;

siized oy (GOOGlE
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from SOIGNIES (Town Hall) accompanied by a patrol of the
6th Cuirassiers. (1 unit Armored Reconnaissance Cars, 1 unit
Motorized Infantry). Transmission of reports to advanced
Divisional Command (at Headquarters of the Reconnaissance
Commander), by means of dispatch rider, wireless, or if pos-

sible telephone.
b) On the flanks. With the 2nd. M.L.Div. through the Liaison

Officer of the 1st L.Div., Lt. HUET, at Headquarters of the
2nd M.L.Div.
With the British Forces (2nd British Division or Hotblack
4/7th Dragoons) ...}
If necessary, with the Belgian Forces operating in the south
or western part of BRUSSELS, by flank guard.
In the rear with the General Command: Liaison Officer of
the General Command . ..

c) Internal Liaison

2. At the Canal..

II. Tactical Laiason
Assure all echelons from right to left.

1. Advance up to the Canal.

a) Canal reconnaissance in conjunction with the British; between
reconnaissance section and patrols on roads 1, and 1s accord-
ing to the judgment of the Commander of the 6th Cuirassiers.

b) 1st Squadron between the marching columns in the MONS-
BINCHE connecting sector.

Between the marching columns and the flank guard according
to decision of the Colonel commanding March Column North.

c) Flank guard with the British and if necessary with the Bel-
gians as well (see above §1) ...

2. At the Canal
a) Long distance reconnaissance and protection . ..
b) 1st Squadron with the 2nd M.L.Div. by means of miscella-
neous posts...
With the British troops in the region north of TUBIZE by
means of a liaison detachment of the northern protective flank
positions . . .

! Suspension dots indicate omission. See facsimile, pp. A21 ff.
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If necessary, with the Belgian troops in the same sector and
under the same conditions if they maintain their positions on
the Canal.

3. East of the Canal. ..

ITI. Report to Divisional Headquarters
1. Advance up to the Canal

—By the Reconnaissance Detachment:

On crossing the Canal

On establishing connection with the Belgian troops.
If coming in contact with the enemy.

—By the 1st Squadron:

On arrival of the head of the column at the MONS-BINCHE road
On arrival at the Canal
And in the event of contact with the enemy.

—By the northern flank guard:
On establishing contact with the nearest troops
Or with the enemy.

—By the 2nd Squadron:

On arrival of the head of the column at the MONS-BINCHE road
and on arrival at the Canal position

2. At the canal and eastwards...

IV. Fighting strength table...
General Picard

Acting Commander of the
1. Motorized Light Division
Signed: PICARD

DOCUMENT NO. 14

MAP OF MILITARY ROADS IN BELGIUM TO BE USED BY THE
BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, APRIL, 1940

[See facsimile in last section of this book, p. A24.]
1 See facsimile, p. A23 and p. A24
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DOCUMENT NO. 15

27

FRENCH ORDER CONCERNING LIAISON WITH BRITISH AND
BELGIAN COMMANDS

4th Motorized Rifle Regt.

No. 37/0P—

(Extracts)

SPECIAL ORDER FOR LIAISON

[Translation]
Secret

(Attached to General Operation Order No. 23)

I. HEADQUARTERS

Authority Desig- Depar- End of 1st Phase Approx- Line of March
nation ture imate
Date
1 2 3 4 5 6
A. Superior or Parallel Authorities
1st Light 1 Hyp. Dyle about
Motorized Tielem (10 km) H -+ 12 | 14
Division south of Turnhout)
or Duffel 8 km north
HQ. Carquois | Fruges of Malines H + 10
Hyp. Breda
Oostmalle (15 km |H + 12
o J  west of Turnhout)
Advanced Zephirin- “ with the reconnaissance 14
H.Q. Marcel
H.Q. in Zephirin- " with the base 14
rear Raoul
" Lannoy—Roubaix
Wattreloss
Espierres—Aude-
4 narde
ird Brit. Fene Lesquin | not fixed H + 14 |} Alost
Div. Droehout
Vilvorde—Perck
. Louvain
-~ SI'II.III
Roubaix—Wattre-
loos—Espierres
15/19 Camprin | not fixed H + 8h|¢ —Audenarde—
Hussars 30 Alost—Droehout

—Vilvorde—
“ Perck—Louvaip
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B. Subordinate Authorities
1st section Etienne L’Abeele | Hyp. Dvle
Group. Francois Kasterlee or Heerzel H 4+ 12 | 1%
Col. Cau-
sans Hyp. Breda H + 13
Oud-Turnhout
I1I. COMMAND LIAISON
a) Advance with the Belgian and Dutch Forces
H. Q. | Location Personnel Means of Liaison Provided by
Belgian | Haacht? 1 Officer of the 2nd | 2 motorcyclists, one of [4th Mot. Rif. Regt. Lt.
G.H.Q.| Turnhout Lt. Mot. Div. which with sidecar de Lafforest (13th
Squadron)
Belgian 1 Officer of the 2nd|1 transmitter 27, 2 side- | transmission 4th Mot.
Div. Lt. Mot. Div. cars with drivers Rif. Regt. 2nd Lt.
Mellet (8th Squadron)

1 On the Dyle between Malines and Aarschot.

These officers will proceed with the reconnaissance detachments on the
routes passing nearest to the places mentioned. They will receive special
instructions from H.Q. of this 4th Mot. Rif. Regt .. .!

LIAISON PROVIDED BY THE 3RD BRIT. INF. DIV.

. Means of
Sections Personnel Liiiisian Remarks
Between H.Q. of 15/19th Hussars |1 officer (1) |1 car (1) if required

and the Commander of Group
No. 2

1 interpreter
2 contact-men

2 motorcycles

ITII. TACTICAL LIAISON
Provided for all sections from left to right 1st section—between the
groups and sub-groups on arrival at the transverse lines:

TERNEUZEN—GHENT—

AUDENARDE

ANTWERP—HEMIKSEM

—BOOM—MALINES

TILBURG—TURNHOUT

cycles.

LESEINDE—

1 Suspension dots indicate omission. See facsimile, pp. A6 fi.

y One officer of the 7th squadron and
if required one section of motor-

L One section armored reconnaissance

cars for reconnaissance of:
LANDIN—WALSCH—

[ i 1
| R
IKIINFED CITY |_ K/ ==L §l s A K]
BIIAY s sl i WL HILS |
191 W =] Wl | 1 ]
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With the 3rd Brit. Inf. Div.

By Group No. 2 ] _
—Between GAVERE & To be provided by the Commander

of the 3rd Bat.
—;iﬂi"ﬁf VILVORDE ( 1 officer and if required 1 platoon

—At ARRSCHOTT: | Tifleman—

IV. REPORTS TO THE H.Q. LT. MOT. DIV.

Air observation: see special order for anti-aircraft action.

1st section: On arrival of heads of columns at the following tranverse

lines:
TERNEUZEN—GHENT—
AUDENARDE
ANTWERP—MALINES
PUTTE—MERKSEN—
ALBERT Canal .
ROSENDAEL—OOST
MALLE-HERENTHALS
TILBURG—TURNHOUT
—MOL

To be provided by the staff of the
4th Mot. Rif. Regt.—

V. OPERATION OF TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS:
a) Transmission by wire:
During the course of the advance use will be made of the Belgian
telephone system and if necessary of the Dutch. At the end of the
advance the existing organization will be seized, only allowing
the minimum for local requirements (to be arranged with the
local administration)

b) Transmission by radio:
It is absolutely forbidden to employ radio at the starting points.
Permission for the use of transmitters:
1. Immediately on departure for the aircraft observation and in

the event of meeting the enemy.
2. From the transverse line: TERNEUZEN—GHENT—

AUDENARDE, onwards, for general use.
<1} J—
YL ...

1 Misspelled in facsimile.

Digitized by GO 816 '
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DOCUMENT NO. 16

OPERATION ORDERS CONCERNING THE OCCUPATION OF THE
ISLANDS IN THE DUTCH PROVINCE OF ZEELAND, ISSUED BY
THE COMMANDER OF A SPECIAL FRENCH DETACHMENT

[Translation]

OPERATION ORDER NO. 1

I. Disposal of group—
3 sub-groups:
D’ASTAFORT, D’ARODES, VONDERHEYDEN,
1 reserve-group directly under command of the Commander Michel
de TOUCHET.
1 battery of 25 mm anti-aircraft guns, directly under the leader
of the group.

II. Orders to the Group—

WALCHEREN and SOUTH BEVERLAND to be occupied before
arrival of the enemy.

If necessary to dislodge him and to hold the place under all circum-
stances until the arrival of infantry.

Main Object:

The island of WALCHEREN; with the following important points:
FLUSHING, docks and aerodrome,

Seaplane base at VEERE,

Villages WESTKAPELLE, DOMBURG, VROUWEPOLDER and
ARNEMUIDEN.

Protection from the east:
Canal SOUTH BEVERLAND,
Straits and aerodrome of WOENSDRECHT.

III. Plans of the Commander of the Group—

To get in touch with the enemy as soon as possible by marching on
without delay and without considering the flank connection up to
the South bank of the SCHELDT Canal. (Reaching the canal at

the most in 4 hours after crossing the Belgian frontier.)

Digitized by GU‘ 81(3 UNIVE @: HIGAN
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At the same time using all means for crossing (ferries, boats and
the Isthmus of WOENSDRECHT).
Positioning the main body of the troops (7 squadrons) on WAL-
CHEREN. With the remainder (2 squadrons) plus groups of
machine-guns and accompanying arms) under all circumstances to
hold the Canal of SOUTH BEVERLAND. Covering troops have
orders to prevent armored cars from making use of the Isthmus of
WOENSDRECHT and to prevent, if possible, the use of the aero-
drome.
Under no circumstances should troops be split up.
For each sub-group:
a) Guarding of the shore.
b) Mobile detachments to be in readiness against landings and
parachute troops.

c) Hold ferries and ration dumps: BRESKENS—TERNEUZEN
WALSOORDEN.

I1V. Execution—

1. Sub-Group D’ASTAFORT (West):

Order: Crossing of the SCHELDT Canal near BRESKENS. Docks
and aerodromes of FLUSHING to be occupied and consolidated.
Reconnaissance over WESTKAPELLE and DOMBURG...

Additional Commands:
1st Motorcycle Rifle Squadron (Squadron de PEYERIMHOFF
of the 2nd Corps Reconn. Detachment under the command of Col.
d’ASTAFORT at the northern exit of FURNES (NIEUPORT
Road).

2. Sub-Group D’ARODES (Centre):

Orders: Crossing of the estuary of the SCHELDT at TER
NEUZEN.
Disembarking at BORSELLEN (if necessary at FLUSHING).
Advance across the Isthmus of ARNEMUIDEN.
Occupy VEERE (seaplane base) —ARNEMUIDEN—reconnais-
sance over VROUWEPOLDER.
Retain connection with Sub-Group D’ASTAFORT at MIDDLE-
BURG.

Additional Commands: None.
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3. Sub-group VONDERHEYDEN (East):

Orders: Crossing of the SCHELDT Canal at WAALSOORDEN.
Disembarking at HANSVEHRT.
The SOUTH BEVERLAND Canal to be held at all costs.
Push arms across the WOENSDRECHT Isthmus in order to
support the covering troops crossing ANTWERP.
On the arrival of these troops utilize them in order to prevent
armored cars from crossing the Isthmus and as far as possible,
to prevent the enemy from using the aerodromes at WOENS-
DRECHT.

Additional Commands:
1 Motorcycle Rifle Squadron (Squadron PICARD of the 2nd
Corps Reconnaissance Detachment).
1 Group 25 mm anti-tank guns (Group CHARVERIAT of the
2nd Corps Reconnaissance Detachment).
1 M.G. Section (mot.) (Group CARON of the 2nd Corps Recon-
naissance Detachment).
All units under the orders of VONDERHEYDEN at the southern
exit of DIXMUDE at the BOEZING road.
In addition, Commandant VONDERHEYDEN, together with
Commandant LEMOINE is to regulate the march of the covering
troops as far as ST. NIKLAS and on their arrival at WOENS-
DRECHT, to be responsible for their disposal.

4. Reserves:
a) At the disposal of Commandant Michel de TOUCHET:

1 Squadron of Motorcycle Riflemen (Squadron JOUSLIN).
1 Section 25 mm anti-tank guns (Group MONTIGNY).
1 M. G. Section (Sect. LELEU).
b) 1 battery of anti-aircraft guns (25 mm).
Reserves will follow via road No. 2 as far as IJZENDIJKE,
where they will receive fresh orders.

V. Roads of Advance:
Road No. 1: Sub-section d’ASTAFORT:
FURNES — OSTEND — BRUGES NORTH — OOSTBURG —

BRESKENS.

Road No. 2: Sub-section d’ARODES:
LOO—DIXMUDE NORTH—TORHOUT—BRUGES SOUTH—
EKLOO—IJZENDIJKE—PHILIPPINE—TOR NEUZEN.

vigitized by (3O 81(3 UNIVER i: HIGAN
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VII.
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IX.

XI.

XII.
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Road No. 3: Sub-section VONDERHEYDEN:
POPERINGHE—BOEZINGE—EESEN (excluding DIXMUDE)
— LICHTEERVELDE — TIELT — DEINZE — GHENT — ST.
NIKLAAS—KEMZEKE—HULST—WALSOORDEN.
Covering troops will use road No. 3 as far as ST. NIKLAAS, they
will then branch off in order to pass the SCHELDT Tunnel in
ANTWERP.

They will rejoin via the WOENDSRECHT Isthmus.

Marching-off position:
The Belgian frontier, Zero at H o’clock (will be notified later).

Connections:

In the event of alarm, one officer per Sub-Group, also one officer
from the covering troops, will proceed by a motorized signal-service
vehicle to HONDSCHOOTE.

Intercommunication: see Special Orders.
Command of LESTOQUOI Group.
—Beginning: HONDSCHOOTE.
—En-route: BRESKENS.
—End: FLUSHING (Docks).
Roads of Advance:
Road No. 2, as far as IJZENDIJKE, then SCHOONDIJKE—
BRESKENS.

Anti-Aircraft:

The anti-aircraft battery commander himself will march with
Colonel LESTOQUOI whom he will meet at HONDSCHOOTE.

He will hold himself in readiness to place a battery in position
when crossing the BRESKENS Canal.

Later tactical employment: defense of FLUSHING harbor.

Naval Aircraft:
Defend crossing of canal and the disembarkation according to
direct orders of the G.O.C.

Ration Dumps and Maintenance:

First place of assembly for various units (workshops, tank-
wagons, regimental transport): general line: SLUIS—EKLOO—
GHENT (southern exit).

Medical Service:
Wounded to be evacuated via DUNKERQUE.
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XIII. Miscellaneous:

2 companies of infantry must be landed in the ordinary course
of events at FLUSHING (by naval and air forces) before the arrival
of the LESTOQUOI Group.

Should they not arrive this should not influence the LESTOQUOI
Group’s task. Dutch and Belgian units (latter from ANTWERP)
will work in unison with the LESTOQUOI Group: Avoid mistakes.

The relations with civilians must be friendly but firm.

On their arrival the Sub-Group leaders will summon a representa-
tive from the local burgomasters and retain him. All requests in
connection with care of troops will be made to him. Generally,
payments will be made in cash in Dutch currency.

If necessary, requisition orders.

Beware of spies.

Lt.-Col. LESTOQUOI
Group Commander
(signed) LESTOQUOL.

DOCUMENT NO. 17

ORDER COVERING THE ADVANCE ON THE DUTCH TOWN OF
BRESKENS, ISSUED BY A SUB-COMMANDER OF THE SPECIAL

FRENCH DETACHMENT, NOVEMBER 15, 1939

[Translation]

Sub-Group D’Astafort

I.

II.

»Google

Command Bray-Dunes, 15.11.39.

Operation Order 1

General Situation

Order } see Operation Order No. 1 of Group.
etc. ..

Intentions of Lieutenant-Colonel d’Astafort, Commander of the
Western Group.

1) To throw out a strong vanguard when crossing the frontier,
the task of which would be to reach BRESKENS with all possible
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speed and immediately to embark and cross the mouth of the
SCHELDT under the protection of the air force and thus be in a
position to occupy the aerodrome of FLUSHING.

2) To have the divisional reconnaissance detachment follow up
in a sufficiently deep formation and to have it embark as soon as
the vanguard has achieved a successful crossing.

3) To occupy the aerodrome of FLUSHING as soon as the first
detachments have disembarked. To send out reconnaissance detach-
ments toward DOMBURG, WESTKAFFELLE in the same meas-
ure as further troops arrive after their disembarkation and to take
up liaison at MIDDELBOURG with the detachment from ARNE-
MUIDEN.

4) To ensure the protection of the south bank at BRESKENS.

Formation

a) Vanguard 2nd Squadron
(mech.)
1 Machine-Gun section
1 Group 25 mm anti-tank

Comm: Capt. des VILLETTES

1 Supply lorry...

1 Ammunition lorry ...
1 Petrol lorry. ..

1 Workshop lorry . ..

Attached to 2nd Squadron:

b) Main Body:
1st Squadron (mech.)
1 Machine-Gun section } Comm: Capt. MANGOU
1 Group 25 mm anti-tank

The same vehicles to be attached to the lst Squadron as to
the 2nd Squadron, and also the machine-gun and accompany-
Ing arms groups.

The machine-gun and accompanying arms groups will have the
same vehicles attached to them; they will march at the rear of
the main body of the divisional reconnaissance detachment ex-
cepting, however, the ammunition vehicles which latter may be
positioned in the interval between the vanguard and the main
body.

The Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment to be
positioned at the rear of the main body at the northern exit of
FURNES...
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c) The Lieutenant-Colonel and the Staff Sections will march be-
tween the vanguard and the main body.

d) Intervals
Between vanguard and main body: 20 km*
Between main body (Div.-Rec.-Detachm.) and the Squadron of
the Corps—Reconnaissance Detachm.: 5 km.

e) Formation at the end of the march:
Vanguard in BRESKENS, where it will commence to embark.

Units of the Div.Rec.-Detachm.;: KRUISDIJK ?
Main Body { Squadron of the Corps-Reconn.-Detachm.: in
{ SCHOONDIJKE.

IV. Advance Route:
FURNES—NIEUPORT —OSTEND—BRUGES Nord—OOST-
BURG—BRESKENS,

V. Starting point:
Franco-Belgian frontier, on the road to Furnes
Starting time:
Vanguard: H o’clock
Main Body: H o’clock 4 45 min.
Baggage: H o'clock + 1 hour 15 min.

VI. Embarkation:
By ferry. Vanguard to embark immediately after arrival at
BRESKENS. As soon as the vanguard has reached FLUSHING,
the main body, which will in the meantime have reached BRES-
KENS, will itself embark.
Protective measures for embarkation:

By M.G. sections of vanguard and of main body as well as by
one section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detach-
ment which after its arrival in SCHOONDIJKE is immediately
thrown forward toward BRESKENS.

Once the entire Divisional Reconnaissance Detachment has ef-
fected the crossing, the protection of BRESKENS is to be entrusted
to the aforementioned section.

VII. Anti-Aircraft Defenses:
On the march: 1 Group at the head
With each marching column (1 Group in the rear
While crossing: M.G. on the ferries

1 Crossed out in the original. 2 Crossed out in the original.
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Orders for the Divisional Reconnaissance Detachment after its dis-
embarkation at FLUSHING:

The vanguard is immediately to take possession of the aerodrome
and there to take up a defensive position.

The vanguard will station one section and a party of naval engi-
neers in the port of Flushing. These will protect the disembarkation
of the main body.

The main body will also occupy the aerodrome and detach:

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment
at DOMBURG.

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment
at WESTKAFFELE.

1 section of the Squadron of the Corps Reconnaissance Detachment
at MIDDELBURG.

The main body is to take up liaison with the Detachment from
ARNEMUIDEN.

Liaison:

As soon as the alarm has been given, 2nd Lieutenant KIFFER will
proceed to HONDSCHOOTE by car, one motorcycle, and one
motorcycle with sidecar in order to take up liaison with the LESTO-
QUOI group.

H.Q. of Lieutenant-Colonel in command of the Sub-Group:

Initial H.Q.: BRESKENS.
Subsequently (after disembarkation): North exit of FLUSHING.

Liaison:
With H.Q. of Colonel

Main Baggage Column:
Not to proceed beyond SLUIS.
Drawn up in deep echelon, camouflaged.

Medical Service:
To march with the Colonel’s Staff.

Signed:

Lieutenant-Colonel d’Astafort,
Commander of the Western Sub-Group.
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DOCUMENT NO. 18

ORDER CONCERNING THE ADVANCE ON THE DUTCH TOWN
OF BREDA, ISSUED BY THE COMMANDER OF A FRENCH
RECONNAISSANCE DETACHMENT, APRIL 17, 1940

[Translation]

Reconnaissance Detachment of 2nd Inf. Div.
Detachment for Long-Distance Reconnaissance.

No. 2/0

Secret

Commanding Officer, April 17, 1940.

Advance Order No. 2
to replace and cancel Order No. 1, dated April 12th.

I. General Situation

II. Special Situation }SEE */809/GR dated April 15th.

III. Tasks for Reconnaissance Detachment:

A Reconnaissance Detachment of the 6th Cuirassiers as vanguard.

1. To advance in the general direction of BRUGES—ANTWERP
—BREDA, as far as the crossroads:
I. BRUGES—OOSTKAMP
II. ANTWERP—MALINES
To Advance beyond each of these crossroads only after receipt
of special orders from the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the
Long-Distance Reconnaissance Detachment.

2. In the event of coming in contact with the enemy, attack.

IV. Routes of March see °/809.
Reconnaissance Detachment, dated April 15th,

To halt automatically for 15 minutes each full even hour (refuel
motorcycles)

V. Formation. ..

1 See facsimile, p. A36, for V.,
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VI. Duties of Advance Guard:

39

A. To advance as far as the crossroads mentioned under III, in

order to reconnoiter

1. The crossings (especially across the BELGIAN positions on

the Albert Canal)

2. Beyond (Liaison on the advance route with
sance Detachment of the 6th Cuirassiers)
To clear the road

the Reconnais-

To cover the main body while same is going into position

during the various stages of its advance.

B. If enemy is contacted to advise the Colonel commanding the

Reconnaissance Detachment and to attack.

Under all circumstances to cover the main body once the latter

has reached and is taking up its positions.

VII. Execution of Movements. . .!

IX. A special order will be issued concerning liaison and transmission.
Important observation. All parts of the Reconnaissance Detachment

of the 2nd Infantry Division must have passed by
National Road No. 40 by H 4 1.45 hours.

X. Rations:...?

Distribution:

Captain commanding Armored Reconnaissance Cars for)
Long-Distance Reconnaissance.

Captain commanding 2nd Squadron.

Captain commanding Machine-Gun and accompanying
Arms Groups

Corps Commander, as report

Captain commanding Main Body, for cognizance.

-

to the south of

. For execution

The Squadron Commander
Commander of Reconnaissance Group

(signed) Signature

1 See facsimile, p. A37, for VII, VIII is omitted in the facsimile.
2 See facsimile, p. A38, for X.
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DOCUMENT NO. 19

MEMORANDUM CONCERNING COOPERATIVE ACTION TO BE

TAKEN BY THE DUTCH, BELGIAN, BRITISH AND FRENCH

ARMIES, SENT BY THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE DUTCH
LAND AND SEA FORCES

[Translation]

1 Enclosure

Memorandum
For the Extraordinary Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Majesty in Brussels.

Your Excellency is requested after taking cognizance of this memoran-
dum to communicate immediately with the Belgian Government in order
to inform it of the contents of this memorandum.

While awaiting the arrival of the plenipotentiary of the Commander in
Chief of the Dutch Naval and Military Forces, Your Excellency can inform
the Belgian Government that the Dutch Army is charged with the duty of
delaying as far as possible the advance of the invader from the moment
that he crosses the frontier.

The Command of the Dutch Army is seriously considering offering active
opposition in the Peel Raam area lying in North Brabant (from Weert to
Niederweert—Meyel—Helenaveen—Griendtsveen and Mill to Grave) by
the troops stationed there, and has bhad considerable fortifications con-
structed in order to equip this position for such resistance. The Command
must admit on the other hand that preparations to oppose German invasion
into Holland have only been made on Dutch territory and that the impor-
tance of the position established in this region does not depend solely on its
defensive power and the preparations already made, but is dominated to
a large extent by the possibility of being outflanked on the south, that is
near Weert and west of that city.

In view of the fact that the Command of the Belgian Army has stationed
the main body of its troops on the Albert Canal, while according to the
information at the disposal of the Command of the Dutch Army, only weak
troops intended to hold up the enemy are stationed along the Meuse and
the Zuid-Willemsvaart, the Dutch Commander in Chief considers the pos-
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sibility that German troops will press forward on the other side of the Weert,
i.e. toward Bois le Duc, to be so great that he feels himself forced to his
extreme regret to withdraw the majority of his troops stationed in North
Brabant while leaving rear guards north of the Meuse and Waal.

The Dutch Commander in Chief requests Your Excellency emphatically
to draw the attention of the Belgian Government to the fact that everything
has been done by Holland so to fortify the above-mentioned position Weert-
Grave and to establish it in such a way that, in the opinion of the Dutch
Commander in Chief, the Command of the Belgian Army may have com-
plete confidence in the support offered it by this position.

The Command of the Dutch Army consequently hopes that the Belgian
main line of resistance will lie along the Meuse and the Zuid-Willemsvaart,
i.e. in the general direction of Eben-Emael to Bocholt.

The fact that the Command of the Belgian Army obviously did not desire
this connection, forces the Dutch Commander in Chief to adopt a measure
which he regrets extremely. The Dutch Army will offer stubborn resistance
on the Grebbe Line (from Ijsselmeer above Amersfoort and Rhenen as far
as the Waal near Ochten). This line will be protected on the south flank
by a line from Ochten to the North Sea: from Ochten to Tiel behind the
Waal, from Tiel to the flooded area of Vesting Holland behind the Linge,
and thence in the Merwede group and to the south of Vesting Holland.
Moreover, Zeeland will be defended to the uttermost. The extent to which
the Dutch Army can hold its own on the above-mentioned lines and in
Zeeland will depend amongst other things on the strength of the invading
German troops and on the help afforded it by the French and the British.

The plans of the Command of the Dutch Army will be explained by the
plenipotentiary of the Dutch Commander in Chief.

I request Your Excellency to inform the Belgian Government forthwith
that the above-mentioned lines as well as the positions in Zeeland are so
organized and manned that if the French and British troops coming to their
assistance can rapidly reach their positions, they would be able to offer
the most desperate resistance. If this help is delayed, then, considering the
length of the above-mentioned lines and the necessity of relieving the troops
in consequence of the long duration of the war, the possibility will have to
be envisaged of the Dutch troops being withdrawn into Vesting Holland.
The Commander in Chief of the Dutch Army has expressly informed the
French and British Governments that he would deeply regret such a meas-
ure from the standpoint of Holland itself, as well as from an international
point of view. He draws their attention to the fact that the defense of the
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Grebbe Line leaves open the possibility of advancing from this line at any
given moment in order to proceed to an attack, whereas the encirclement of
troops on the Grebbe Line would require more hostile forces than the en-
circlement of Vesting Holland. It is not necessary to enlarge upon the im-
portance of holding the frontier of Zeeland. France is requested to keep an
Army Corps of 4 divisions in readiness as a reserve to defend the interior
of the country.

The British Government is requested to place at our disposal:

a) a division supported by air force squadrons and anti-aircraft
units to defend Zeeland.

b) air force squadrons and anti-aircraft units for defending the
interior of the country,

Both Governments are further asked whether they are prepared to em-
ploy bombing squadrons, if so requested, against the bridges which the
Germans will throw over the Meuse and the Yssel.

Finally I would request you to inform the Belgian Government that if
the Commander of the Allied Armies could decide to place considerable
numbers of troops in North Brabant, the Commander of the Dutch Army
for his part would be able to consider the possibility—according to the way
the situation might develop north of the Meuse—of bringing into action a
portion of his army side by side with the Belgian, or the British and French
forces in these provinces.

Until such time as the plenipotentiary of the Dutch Commander in Chief
of the Army and the Air Force has reported to you, the Assistant Military
Attaché in Brussels will execute this duty. To regularize his position I am
attaching hereto a sealed envelope which you will kindly hand to him per-
sonally and which will provide the Attaché in question with authority to act
as plenipotentiary.

The Hague, March 23, 1940.
The General Commander in Chief of Land

and Sea Forces
H. G. Winkelman.
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DOCUMENT NO. 20

BRITISH ORDER CONCERNING PREPARATIONS FOR THE
OCCUPATION OF THE NORTHERN SWEDISH ORE FIELDS
WITH NARVIK AS BASE, APRIL 6, 1940

Secret
Appendix A
Issued with Avonforce 0.0. No. 1.
Role of Avonforce whilst in Norway

Role.

1. The task of AVONFORCE is in[i]tially to secure the port of NARVIK
and the railway to the SWEDISH {rontier. While the force remains in
NORWAY, its role is to provide for the security of the port, and of the
railway against attack by German forces from SWEDEN, and sabotage or
any other action by local hostile elements.

If opportunity offers, the Commander intends to advance into SWEDEN
and occupy the GALLIVARE ore fields and important centres in that area.
On no account will armed forces advance across the frontier without express
orders from Force H.Q.

Considerations affecting the defensive measures necessary in NORWAY
are dealt with below.

Possible enemy action.

2. Under the most favourable circumstances, (to Germany), the con-
centration of two German divisions in the GALLIVARE area early in May
is possible, followed about a month later by two or three more divisions.

3. The distance from GALLIVARE to the NORWEGIAN frontier is 62
miles. Communications consist of a single electric line and a motor road as
far as KIRUNA.

There is no road from the NORWEGIAN frontier to NARVIK. Under
existing conditions, it is possible for a lightly-equipped force to operate be-
tween GALLIVARE and the frontier, but the main German advance must
be astride the railway unless and until other communications are developed.

Under favourable circumstances, German forces might be expected to
make contact with AVONFORCE on the frontier towards the end of May,
after which pressure might increase progressively.

While local reconnaissance is essential before reaching definite conclu-
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sions, it is believed that the difficult nature of the country about the frontier
and in NORWAY itself may make military operations on any scale difficult
for the enemy. Effective defensive action should not be difficult, subject to
the improvement of communications.

4. No action by the Russian Air Force is envisaged, although some use
of Russian aerodromes by Germany (e.g. OHTUA or KANDALAKSKA)
cannot be excluded. Air action from Germany, except on a very limited
scale, is not possible owing to the distances involved. A light scale of attack
is possible from the end of April by squadrons using SWEDISH aerodromes.

Should, however, a German force be established at the head of the GULF
OF BOTHNIA, aircraft could be operated from aerodromes in that area.

Effective air action is unlikely before early June. From then on, an
ever-increasing scale of attack is possible. While the scale of attack on the
NARVIK area is unlikely to approach that to be anticipated on the Western
Front, active defence, dispersion, and proper P.A.D. measures are impor-
tant.

Norwegian Army.

5. NARVIK is the Headquarters of the 15th Infantry Regiment consist-
ing of three battalions. Troops in NARVIK itself are believed to number
about 1500.

Most of the available accommodation and M/T at NARVIK are reported
to have been commandeered by the Army.

6. In peace, the following are located at HARSTAD, 35 miles N.W. of
NARVIK:—

Headquarters, 6th Division.
One Artillery Battalion.
One Engineer Battalion.

Troops can always be moved to NARVIK by coastal boats from HAR-
STAD at short notice.

7. An infantry regiment is normally located at TROMSO, 95 miles
north of NARVIK, where there is also a seaplane station.

8. Although it may be assumed that no opposition will be met with from
NORWEGIAN armed forces, as a normal measure of military security, the
possibility of hostile action cannot be disregarded. Plans must therefore be
made on this basis. If the active and effective co-operation of the NOR-
WEGIAN forces can be secured, it should be possible to reduce consider-
ably the number of AVONFORCE troops who would otherwise be required
for internal security, coast-watching, and other duties.
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The defence of NORWEGIAN naval and military establishments should
normally be left to their own garrisons, unless our assistance is necessary
and acceptable.

Civil Population.

9. Whether or not the reception of AVONFORCE is friendly, certain
hostile elements will have to be reckoned with. There is a German popula-
tion in NARVIK, and a Communist element. Either may attempt, by
sabotage or otherwise, to hinder operations. Provision must therefore be
made for the protection of vulnerable points on the railway and in NARVIK
itself.

NARVIK.

10. Three or four small calibre guns (3- or 4-inch) are reported to be
located on the high ground above the ORE QUAY.,

There is a high wireless mast in the same area.

A number of A.A. guns have been reported.

There also appears to be a small fortified post on the rock behind the
RAILWAY QUAY.

11. The most important points which will require protection in NAR-
VIK against sabotage are:—

(a) The quays.
(b) Railway and rolling stock.
(c) The power stations at:—
NYGAARDS —8 miles EN.E.
HAADVIDAL —3 miles S.
NARVIK —British Company’s reserve Diesel Plant.
12. In addition to the above, the following may also require protection: —
(a) The naval and military W/T stations communicating with the
United Kingdom. These may be located on the high ground
north of the ORE QUAY.
(b) Military base stocks of supplies, petrol and ammunition.

Railway.

13. The length of railway between NARVIK and the frontier is 23
miles. It is said to be prepared for demolition at several points, but there
is no precise information about this. Owing to the fact that the railway
clings to the side of precipices, and has numerous tunnels and frequent
spots where large masses of rock overhang it, the possibility of damaging
the line seriously is unlimited.
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14. Tunnels and bridges are said to be guarded by NORWEGIAN
troops, but it is probable that this is not being actively carried out.

15. The protection of the railway to the maximum extent possible is
vital for the future operations of the force. It will therefore probably be
necessary to locate detachments at four or five points along the line to
provide guards and patrols. Strengths and locations must depend on re-
connaissance and the extent of co-operation by NORWEGIAN troops in
protecting the line.

16. Although the railway, generally speaking, is vulnerable throughout,
certain demolitions might take months to repair, while others might be
cleared in perhaps a week or so. In the first instance, technical reconnais-
sance and a sense of proportion will be of the first importance.

Demolitions.
The export of ore from NARVIK must be continued as long as possible.
The execution of demolitions will therefore be guided by this consideration.

Troops available.
17. The force available at various stages to carry out the defensive role
given in para. 1 will be:—
(a) If the 1st Convoy is limited to one personnel ship—one infantry
battalion (1st Scots Guards).
(b) If the 1st Convoy consists of two personnel ships—two infantry bat-

talions (1st Scots Guards and 2nd South Wales Borderers) and 3
Lt. A.A. Bty. battery.

(c) After arrival of 2nd Convoy—24 Inf. Bde. and 3 Lt. A.A. Btys. bat-
teries.

Responsibility for Defence.

18. Until further troops are available, 24 Inf. Bde. must be responsible
for:—

(a) Reconnaissance and defence of the frontier against enemy ground
attack from SWEDEN.

(b) The security of NARVIK and the railway to the frontier.
The first task will be reconnaissance of the railway and frontier and the
security of NARVIK f{or the landing of troops and stores.

19. 3 Lt. A.A. Battery will be sited to protect NARVIK and the har-
bour in conjunction with N.O. i/c.

War Office.
6th April, 1940,
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D.0, 1 anx % du Zhaf 4'3sdpirems 4% 1o I“ d'iscadrens (2 Pele

tons setes da Zdae fecaliTen - 2 Pelowas 4'LA.5.0.

- F.0. iu Riglegat - I Jeetiea setoayo.iste du Geaie - I Meloten A.W.J.
ot 1 Peletom -ote (Rés~Tve de déeo. verts gux K d'wa Sfficier & dialignar
par le chef 4'_sea.Teas -d%t. le ler Groupe 4d'Bscadireas)

- ¢ Falotcne setae du dime Zpapdirem - [ suneme d8 J5 - 1 Falaten de w=il-
traillewses dn I4* R.D.F. pmx % du Qapitginse Cdt, le 4* Esemdrea hete.

= T.8. 1 da Groupeneat an i ds 1'0ffleiar de Ddtailae.

s Falowma gati-obare, le Feletsr cde Ritraillewses 4t lg 3eotien mote—
eyaliste du Gdaie rejoigneat BFFa—zavidcd, dis 1'er.re d'als=rte.

[ R LI

Google



FACSIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS A3

= J =

= Oarrefeur Swd de EPFB-3AUVAGE-FOUERBOMIES-
Bais de NEFFPE-Beis MANLY-RIVIRAE,

t-u- oes peints am inlp-ut End.~-

L+ %.-— aTant-Ugrdes assurees dans shagus eelomme par I Felotem A.m.D. ot
eten hoth.=

D= = Ligne GERPFINWES=MORIALME-FLORRNHES- 1!.:1--: A assurer par las
A.V.U. sur la transversale MORIALME-FLORKRNES.
gﬁﬂ;ﬂj - A.Y,0, hgutemrs ea oarrefeurs & l'i'.-t de la Meuse, Gres : la
LT

Dés lemr srrivés gur la Meuse, les A¥.0., chercherent imsédiatememt la lis

'lnn au Nerd aveo le t la Région fortifide de NAMURY
ad Sud gves lag I®* D.L.U. ea directiea de DINANTY.-
_-H—_‘

P = JALOR - .= Aswsurd par ohagque Commandant de Groupsment par
L] L] ,?'L': BERE.=
g - w - Sur itimdéraire des § Oroupsments t la frontidre belge.
sares de passage | fixdes en fonotiom des erdres d'alerte regus.

H - iﬁ-ﬂt{u‘mﬁ' Greupenant Nerd A déaigicr par le Chaf 4'Escadrens
. 1e Ureupemnent. Groupsment Sud 1 I Officier & démignar par le Oapital
0dt. la idme Revadron Nete.-

- IRPANIAGY. - @ronpds en Quewe des T.0, :

K=DQ,As ~ Difense assurde & 1'intdrieur de shague greupsment par teuntes ar
-.= snlamgtigees 8% ea gquens ds greupement par wn greuwpe l-h du 4éue Es-
oadren.

PR .
L = pjg_,_*. = Défemss sssurde par las L.H.nﬁtﬂ fu Groupeneat- Jud par wa camcEm
5 [ | ] ““ d‘ tlﬂ'- 1 -

M- W_- Mn cas de ddpart de mmit 1 I véhioule en code em t8te de chagwe
ald i Tl cerTespindante, antres wéhiowles em velllewmsa ou falots.

X - DISTANCES DF MARGHE » SOm. par veiture
I00m. par Feletem su rame ocerrespandsnte

400m. par dreupe de 2 Felotens eu Zlemssnts 0orrew)om
damte.-

ek Drodoes.
? - SOCOUTIGN MR MOUTRENY BB Bedi g8 - Toir tadless annesd.-

§ = Las Chafe 4d'Esendrens dannerent tess srdres de détalle néosssaires pour 1
oeastitutien des greupsssats (Gohelom do cembat #% T.0. 1) dens lewrs cam-
teanssante, ® peur l'ycheminement de ces dléments dams la Régiom 4'EPFR-
SAUTAGR, -: 1"erientation des celommes sur les axes 4e¢ marche respeotidt
en direction dea peints imitisux. Le Capltinine ocdweamdant 1'E.H.R. Zeln
les saplsoements d ¢ mesenblensant des T.C,2 ot T8, Fu teut état do cauas I
reuts MOUSTIER- EPPE A SAUTIN eu RANCE devreat Btre dégagées de tout véhic
la dba l'erdre d'glarte.-

»Google
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DOCUMENT NO. 3

dbna Diviaion Ldghre

mjmj=f=] =] === === .
Tedus drigade Lighre sotorisde j eme 'E E
=j=l=]e === =] A
4dme BRgiment 4 cao L"'
d'Ausos=ditrailleuses

——

EXTRALT DE LA BNUT.L N§ 202 5/4 IE La 4% D.L.C.

I - RE4AHTITION IWITIALE DES TO{ENH3 ET MISs EN ROLTE -

a & i la dinposition des Corps dnna les Oroupements tactigusp-

“eUsi.Tonforod par i1Cwmions & vivres .
iCulniroe,
l:utulj.té dee moyens d- tranzport d'Esaserice.
tTétnlitd des moywny de Sransport de Nundtiona.
ouve.snt avec le Corpn .
b - Aassemblies par la Division=

F. .c. ( reste) 1.3. lapddiments des Unitis canbattaates groupdses
par corpa .

Mouvenent régld par la Divielon.
o= Poussges sur l'exa de D.panunge -
Ateller des formetions motorioden ( Troine except)
Mouveze nt rugld par la Divisiaon,.
II - ARVITALLI®ALNT DES GROUSBWMENTS -

g1 &J 2 su aatin .

Alimentation,recoapldtensnt en ensence et en munitionss

assurds & l'intirieur des Uroupsments,conflurcérent anux ordres des
Cdtas de CGroupmswata,avec les zmoyens exlstant aur le T.C.l.amnt fait
mouvetnsnt avec les Clucende. du Croupamant,

4 partir de J.2 su malin -

Le réete dos T.0.2, les Seuctions de distributionsjdes T.H.des Croumcsnts
et dvantuelleswent des munifions seront poussds les soins du C4t de
la Dase,en principe sur lea points de Idre destinntion suivantat

dooe N.A.M. carrefour I Em Est de ARBRE,

Il1l- REPARIITION DES WOYEMS A PARTIH DE J.2. SOMR=-

Dans la journés de J.2 les 3ections de distributions vides rentrercat A
ka base ,accompagnides des wihicules des corps.

lt--f—;ii-'-



FACSIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS AS

-2 =

destinés A sntrer dane la compmsition des convois d'essence et dee
puniticne gul sont constitude A la oase.

Les .. .3. sont regroupdés ot restent & la dieposition des Cits
e Uroupeusent,

IV= STATIOAWEME T & RaALISER DEHHIE_IE H Em -
B AS =:1
Oroupsment des T.R. 1 CHATELET
zssence t WATEIRT
Munitions ' PRSCIR

ATELIERS LES COFJD 1
Oroupsment 49 R.A.M. 1 FALTSQLLE

T.0
—2las Croupement 4iB.A.M. t Région Bst e ARJHE,
¥V - CIRCULATIUR -
Jusyga'A Rocads =CHADRLEROI - THILIFFc «I13) mssurde par 1'afmde.

Entre la Rocade .R.IS5 et la Meuse,initimnlement amsurdée par la
Divisien (D.0.R.)

‘ L partir de l'arrivde ldes A.0. A9 la 5 U.I.M. wur la Meuse

oar ls ziﬂ C.A.M.

b - Réglemsntation de la circmlation -

La eiroculation set autoriode ds jnur et de nuit jugqu'a
ncuvel ordre 4ams toute la zons de lp Division mauf rastrictious
sulvantes 1 )

Ellas est intardita au cours das nults des J.]1 J.2.J.3.

J.4 = Do 20 beuren A 5 heurss dane les joura de Adedarguednent Jdes Unitda
Motoriodean, = Pour les convois do plup de I0 Voituros ,8nufl accord de
1'"6.M. de la Divisian.

Tous les convois adopterant une distance miniwun de I0U M
antre los wohiculen en mnrcus at & 1l'mrlts

VI- ESEE.E -

UrFanisntion du Revitgillement -

Journje de J.I.1 faviiaillement § l'initiative des Comu.rndants
de Groupement ot deu Commandants de “Atachementc isolés,our les DepBta
civils Delges au moyen de boni spegiaux.

Den Bors Il timbrés ® ARMEE FRHANCAISE®meront reriis aux
Corpa awant le Ddpart,ils seront waloblee tant dans lse Dépdts oivila

\inlgun que dmos los DdpBte 4d'Armden.

T8

1-1:1}"1--1-1--'
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DOCUMENT NO. 4

' LT W CHY LE
ety P ITHE.

FRE: & s Smaes i oan Ewmer T T W

GRARL  Ju.Cled O 2NN

R RS N e i oul- i ——

FLAT-atJk

4* Boaur

& Bgmiion

k]

E* Y, E3 - WT.T.

»Google

wu sujet su L oo *roispert T

prr ¥olm Far. e

waie =y sfemle I

Un plas &» Arace it w1 V.01 . & #8e8 o "0pdratlons em ta-ritolr
belge a #Hd abli, b Ia domnde %48 Arve . our les 6le eots qul lsur
Bt affectda ot .ot ls e a0 rogce 8t cdicintique, & forctlon du
lowr J 1,

Os plac » 4t® #~LL) on - ett=Ly gus Le Jour J [ sersit déf1.
£l par W opdre doomd 1+ Tellle uvsnt Lnuit, les preaiers doiirts pou-
ot avolr liew &b partir co J 1 , T3 sewres.

Il eot apmru yus lo aystém ues snlivu-mcts [répures sn foon-
tlom d* v jour préssnialt trop de oL, Juitd Ko partioulier, #1 la dsc:-
alom Mgly priss dass ls mtioes d'un certals jour, Les trauaporis T.F.
8 so-cansaTaiemt que ls lendswmio b ymitir de 18 beures. Il sn Féaulte.
it dans o0 s w retard lugortact des transporse V.F

Il a dene 434 dbcldd que Le e o gplhvecpet g bapy restereit
oalyl dens loguel la ddeisnion se:mit prise 1n wellle da J I snire J8 o
i howrss, mis qgue o la décial.n #t-it antériours & I Geurss ]1' sicen
hls du plas ds rnsspert sulomeiique, seizit swmasd, sulwani les pes,
e 8 B,y IDR:;, oun I8 N,, Maot entendu qus le préarvis clol s scteal
ANX Areupes Festaruit ieabmagé.

loe Omsmadants das unités, doot L ealévecsnt ar T.F, emt
sstommiiqgee sn sas d'opdrmtions em BELOILUE, seroot done invivde A
fardar e #roite lisisom aves les orgaces i ayetioe regulatewr (1)
ol ood pripurd lowr enlivemsat.

Cs woit cod pEgeass qui pruciseroal & sleque wnltd, l~ c-.-sat
vaal, ©l la plan préwva doit Fire awsed, ¢ de socdbisu d*haures, o
gimm #°1l1 dol% Joussr tal qu*il st prira.

Four le Osmiral Commbdant sa Chaf
las Farocsa Terrsstisa
Fuuar Ls ks jor Gémeral:
L'slde ug jor Jdnersl
uigndt HANOTELD

A7
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Ny ot las sonditions d'srboution du plan falsaot 1 objet du
s Table=a ¥ 4 L'Bastrootion ¥ 7,996 B 1/4 ou 7 awril 1540 seront
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S M JeSiE /e
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DOCUMENT NO. 5

PIECE N3 IV

ITINERAIRES
I/= ITINERoIRES (-2 Croquis joinla-,

Que la D.L.K. doive marquer un temps d'arrét sur le Canal de CHAR-
LEROT ou &u contraire se porter d'un soul bond sur la tranaveraale WAVRZ-
GEMBLOUX les itindreires aftf'octde mux @ifférents groupesents de marche
restont lee mAmes jusqu'd ls Frontidre Belgs.

Cee mBmes itinéraires variant cu contraire wsu deld de la Prontidre
Belge, sulvant l'hypothése envisagés .-

II- POINT INITIAL & HEURF _IE PASSAGE - =
lea Unitéa faisnnt partie des différente Groupements de marche, s'en=
gogent sur lour itindreire erax 2. I. ot heure fixdm ci-Aapras :

.I:ﬂ-ﬂtl‘ﬁﬁ E.j_ - Cpryefour 0. St- @ Sortie MN.E. SOLES-
.................... L e BICEY oty - - R B

FOINT INITIAL

- aEFE B8 -

H PAGCAG De jour :_I}&_gu_u';_l}a jour ;l.}:-_nuit De _jour : De nuit
Découverte :) :  PARTENT A %aDE LZUR CANTOENEMENT  :
Eacs,.Motos 42 D-P;} cE— T : : ~
Escs,A,d.H 48 D, P: : g : : .

1/42 D,P. X+ 050 XI5 > : :
III/48 D.E. : : iX +0n.30:X + I h, : :
II/48 D.P. : : : : :X +0b.30 ¢ X + I h,
FO®A.- Voir pléce N? V - § II - définition dee heures H & X.

11X/ -HEGONNAISGANCES & ETUIES D'ITINERAIRES -:-

W_‘Lginérajraa II - 15 = I3 jusqu'd la fmntiédre,

doit av eite : r tous TEWE 6% mul,‘u de Feloton , Gredés

orlenteurs, dépannevrs, Chefs de Groupes de T.C. etc..en TN @ot par tous
ﬁlmmﬂgm d'une Unitd Slémentaire ou rar

laa foiniarmgﬁﬂ'ﬂ'b
lee (Gradds aysnt A& circuler isolément (Dipenneurs, oriemteurs, serre-fileo)

1 L'étude des itinédreires au délA de la Frontiere devra Btre effectude
. sur carto. Les croquis d'itlnéraires ci-jointe diffusés jusqu'd 1'Rcholon
- Esoadron, sont 4 reproduire sur Calque par les Unités subordonnées mention-
" nfes au § ci-dessus.
. Ce travail devre 8tre terwminé pour le 8 Février .-
R e T
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DOCUMENT NO. 6

Wy *Ith Pona ok i sy s ik
e T T e L ot S ¥ MEIE
||..' '...H'q.n.-_. o el n e B el e, | —e
L [ P T e hl-"“-l'-ﬂ-
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DOCUMENT NO. 7

STATEMENT OF A LUXEMBURG SUBJECT ON THE PRESENCE
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1940

| No facsimile available.]

DOCUMENT NO. 8

STATEMENT OF A FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR ON THE PRES-
ENCE OF FRENCH TROOPS IN BELGIUM BEFORE MAY 10, 1940

[No facsimile available.]

vigitized by (SO 81(3 UNIVERSIT . HIGAN
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DOCUMENT NO. 9
k. A draus s dotis Al Blaitagns Beb g M)

L Htﬂ‘.. 1-. ':-rE mr. 19‘*&
f*'-"r::_p' L]

ANt
¢ o

i
NOTE

sur lu hunoeuvre uelpe & 1'7ct de le leuse

L: munoeuvre belpe prévue L 1l': st de 1. [FUSE
(Note n® 6.%/2 5 du 10 oirs) tppelle lea reavrques ci-

aprés :

I - ACTi0. 3T 'R TRILE

1) Repli des Ch.s@scurs Ardenntis

- .bie et Lbus Chasseurs : lunceuvre poasible sous

regerve que les destructione uvient jurfcituement
Joué dins lc zone du Jéme Chesaenrs Ardenncis,

- ler Chusseurs : Repll posslble sur LUU.CH T2 U et
LIBRAMOHT ou existent cflectivenent des org. nisu-
tions,

Le replil ult<rieur sur HUY (70 klme A vol
d'olseuu et perpendioculecirement A le direction de
murche de l'enneni et 4 le direction normele de
repli des pupul-tions coivilea) porz:it plus que
probléme.ticue,

Il est vr isembl:ble gque les &l dnents en
retr: ite Ju ler Chasseurs seront e_entés & se
ruplier en direction de lo SEIOY.

£) Repli des élérients det:ches du Zdie Leanciers de

lu réglon de FLOLUVILLE,

= L8re remnrgue gue ol ~dessus,
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3) Défense de la "T8te de Pont de HUY",
Le ladre D.C. (renforcée de 2 Baetuillons de Chusseurs

Ardenncis) o 4 daéfendre un front de 30 & 40 kilométres.

Cette delense pourre e'uppuyer :

- dans sa partie Est, sur le coupure de 1'"OURTHE.
= dens se portie Centrele, sur un fossé anti-chara,
- aans s& p.rtie Quest, sur la mupure du HOYOUX,

Fn reison de l'étencue du front la défense ne pereit
pas devolir excdder une durée de une Jjournée sgus réserve
que la lirme des .noiena forts de LILGE n'eit pas Oté
préalablement enfonowve,

‘ 4) F,C, du Groupenent K

Trids avuncs & LU HUBEKT, curc 60 klme & purcourir
parpendioulairement & lu direction de merche de l'ennemi
pour atteindre la LEUSE,

Be trouveru perpétuellement en mouvement et dvns 1°

imposs ibilité de conmunder,

IT - WSPOSITLF PREW SUR 1A MEWE
1) Position fortifide de LIFGE
Dispositif numériquement foible 1 2 D.I. renforcées

d'éléments légers mur un front de 40 klms enviren.
Ce dispositif malgré l'appul de la Défense des Ou-

vyraegea na permat de prélever aucouns réserve,

2) Seoteur de le lidre Division de Chasseurs Ardennais
SBeoteur norme.l de 8 klo# utilisunt le fossd de la
MEUSE, meis le Division risque de ue pas pouvoir y 8tre
regroupée, En tous cas on ne psut pas compter sur une
résistunoce sérieuse de lu part d'élhnﬁ @uil muront
mond une uotion returdctrice longue et diffioile, mulgré
lu protection que leur aurs assuréd A pirtir de 1'OURTHE
la lére D.L, déployée sur le "Tdte de Pont de HUI",
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-3 =

3) Bpeteur de la lirc g aCa

La ldre D.C, doit tenir un front de 7 klms avec des
moyens réduits A 4 Régiments,

Ce front ne perctt pes exugird en raison de 1t w leur
de l'obstiols, meis il est peu vrrisembluble gue outte
Division pulsse se rétabl ir wur 1. MEUSE sl elle ¢ tenu
quelque tomps sur la "I¢te de Pont de HUY",

Son emplol en rdserve eut 6td indiqué,

4) Secteur do lp 2bme M vision de Chasseurs frdenneis
Cette Division instullde d':venoe sur le scupure de

le MEUSE paut offrir une réeistence sérieuse sur son
front de 1 5 klme
8) Position fortifide de NAMUP

Cette poal tion pernit mieux défendue que la position
de LL(E:

1l Division nppuyée sur lo Jéfense des Quvruges pour
un front aotif d'une quinzuine de kKims s rive droite
de lo LEUSE,

8) Meuse vu Sud de NALi
= Non déafendus,

CO CLU 82 0id

g1 1l'on exoepte la pertie n n défendueen rmont de HAMOR,
le point feible de le JMifense Belge de lu ITUYE percit tre
le Secteur comprie entre HUY et 1 ['osition fortifiée de LI'GE
@u fiit gue ler troupes churgées de difendre oe secteur seront
des troupes fotiguées et instillées cu dernier moment.

En outre, sucune réscrve sédrisuse ne puroit cvoir été

préwie en arridre de ls P.A. de LIEGE & HNMIR.
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DOCUMENT NO. 10

Zéme .hégimant de Orenadlers. En campogne, le 13 arril 1940. -?

R LT ¢ & 0 1 . § 3 @]

Etnot-Mojor.

FIIET, e 104209
r 217

FoEm 2 .

f:jﬁi‘_zf_ Aux Zdts. de Pon. (5 ex.)

Ac s, 4o lr Cic EM.RS.

A adoeln cke? v S5.5.02 Gr.

A 17 Pficier 7.8,

A 1’ lioiar 's ~=asclencoents

Al

% Tomr.zdant du 2 G-,

el dL Y n.;/Eelrirec=s.

T = i -

'RIRE P.UR & PREFIRATTC I I'CAGAIISATIUR M0 F
I JEFENGE T3 L eGETITACT EaL - CrSTRE - Pa¥DL
o e e P I O e e e i

(Conmolémect & zon ordr B® 24537855 du 12/4/42)

I.- Bepseignements sur les gr up.e emies.

~28 forcee cmles .ccupent ung 14 générole jolonn
mg'%ﬂ'ﬂm = ANTCIKG — 1¢ coonl de WIRS & CONE - S8t. ISIAIN =

II - Missien e 1la 7 2.7,
1 Jenm le gl du '-'Irg,ﬂ.., ia 7 B.1., n;agt la 2 D.I. &
Ba govebe, o pour Blssi.r oc préparer l'accugati:n de ir position
NINGVE ~ SASTRS = MAL. " =

Rotea : l.— Ie garde des =6 44 Disssz: sur la TENTEE entre
(EEGEM (exc_u) et ALUET (tomaris) e é%e mise A 1'étude
P 1'Esc.0y./7 D.I.

2.= LYocoupatirn des atrie et la miase en pince des .47 est

rdoliede de le 211 awvri].
II1,- Liniteg.
dv A/Becteur : volr ergjuis joiat & ITondre r® 2453/565
entra les Bone. . iden.
n-— ‘l‘: -
A.- Ie8 troiz Bons. focoiec, cncs L'ort-e {du nozd au Sud) ;
X, ITI, II.

Rend "rte8 1 Jusgu'4 rouvel rdra, la —épartiti:n des renforts
-gera offaotuén conme suls 1
1%8.Clu. (- 1 Pon.) au I
1 Fm.-;l}ﬂiﬂi-; LY ] I.-..;
5 .47 1_1_
140.0te. 37 E""'? f' It
(Fe 5. &= e, F11
r Fon
i

> 15e.0te. 0f 70 8
{7 BdE g Bream 11
B.~ Artilleyie.
1. Gopt. d'ropui du 2 G-, & t9 IT/12 A. (Sud de ITRIJYHEM)

V.= Directivea psur les traviax.
n) Lee treveax d'~rgonis-tion du terr~in asront réclisds dens 1°

srdra d‘yﬁ?ga cl-zp-ds :
4) = dbgogenen champ de =ir et ramcuflage;
= travaLx d'olateolea; -

y - enp.ocenects de tir protégds.
Er ce jul coocermc les divers troveux, ¢p utilisers matant qme
possitle co qui est rerlisé.
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Il & &te conutatd jue pur sulte de la cnastruction de
liotstacl» anti-shars, uvltiriegremsnt a4 L' rganisation de 1a
positicn, ecrtains emplacements de la lisiere extériedre me
répcudent plus aux 2cncitions do distance (2 & 300 mitres de
1'~bstacle) ot de flanqueonht

Par ailleurs certains éléments de srenchées, etoblis
Aana lzd4 torraine bas, sont inondée et inutilisAahles. Lep tra-
voux sutl axtvept Stre offectiuds peroat dene ordcddéa de recon-
najinganr=e ': deiail Sendint A reetifier les parties du trocé
AJui e rependaint plurs aux conaitionm actuelles.

TLAYLUX .
e goipagenent v erFnap de tir Bera reduilt Ul minimum

incisnenacble prur htonir uns tenne actiorn des armés, coapte
ernt .o can.ufiage .,

M pne perdre de vue que le camouflnge naturel est ?
meillaur =n tznlr 2 mpte pour les.iravaux 2 Jtabllr sous tail
is nntamment.

2.- Traraux d’obgracles.

Etaplir oJd ccopléter &n tenant coopte des réceaux
existantf un rogead norpal da 4 @30 Ce lasrzeur deyant toute
ia roaltion.

I3 sbrhs o2rmoe 1LUE gquil o Lrcuvent lcoler ou va sells
lant devant la oosition (lislere #¥ser!ours) mersnt entourds d4°
nn réegau Je 4 @ 5%,

Z. Enpilevaments do tiT p- tégés.

Les explacraents eristants seront ™en1s 2n k4t s5'ils
gonvicrnest. Aofnager en leawe, g et ; les srap-
eheos de tap £t lus tr7O8 ct¥¥on: . 40AGE cxecutdes
gi'apref leur Acheyorent

les trarche?s goront revetucs en usiliscnt en ~rdre prir
clipal scxme n Lérioux de reviiuzent :
= les gaT. Na.
- lea clay.nnages cur placcog
= le troiilis métallique.

On welliera _spénnlemzr.-t Yn= 10 emintisqn des $21us Ao
trenctée 2t des revooements A donner une pernte suffisante gil ae
EEra paa supericure a -8/. piur les ehayonnages ot 6/1 pcur les
gosona.

4. Abris légers.

Leg ebris légers ne seront pas crnotruits & 1%heure ac-
tuelle, sauf & utiliqer ceux qui exlatent. Teutefols, leurs em—
pleceente serant presus dans la rdalisction des terrassoments,

5. Mntes nvAncés,

. fertadves portles de 1'.bstecle anti-churs se trouvent
Aecalécd 4 153 meisons cu A dea couverts qui en facllitent 1°
CpProche; o'oulre part esrtsipa puints orésentrnt wur. inportanoce
qui ‘ehitine lear gurveillanec sinn de ) ar, teut nu oo_ns de
nuii. Il conviend™ Je placer a proximite de ces puints des pos—
tes avan.on ( bl Peo ) doul les emplecement:
devron’ =ire preparis’ Lo insctruction pirticuliere réglern fo-—
cesgam. .t cette Juiatlon.

Exécution des travaux,

Les travaux derpanisatien de le position doiwent enm—
mencer Je 13 avril, au melin. Le 2 Gr. vu eon arrivée tardive
nesecut=ra quc les travaux reconnus et prépardée dans In jour-
cee du 1. Jusce'a oouvel ordre, ils Beront effuctude tous les
Juurs. ¥ compris le dimanche. Les C2ts. ¢ unités prendrunt des
NEsSUros pour permettre aux hommes de remplir leurs deveirs re-
dlglevx .

Un compte rendu des travaux eflectués me sera transmis
le 15 avril & 14 heurvs (Rmployer le modéle ci-joint).

vigiees oy (GOOGLE

UNIVERSITY OF MICH
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») Rezitaillement en matériaux.

- voir l-erdre n® P4SE/566 prur les Ravitalllementa et les
Evacuntions & partir du 12 avril 1940,

¥V1l.- Burveillaneca.

a) En cas d'alerte, les Pome. d'Ecl. régimentalres détacherent un
pus;e de survelllance avec mission d'information aux points ci-
eprés i

- lp 2 Gr. t vers STEENHAULT (B,9 route dec NINOVE & ENGRIEN);
survelllence da i1a région d'ENGHREN.

-~ le 2 C. : wvers HAUTE-CRLIX; survelllance dc la régpicm d'ENGHIER

b) Afin de se familiarimer avpe Bon tercnin d'acticn dventuel,

le Pon. 4'Eel./2 Gr. eoffectuéd/journellement des patroullles aux
abores du point de stationnemant fixé gi-dessus : 11 étudiera les
itinéreires de remli.

Le bolonel B.E,M. HERBIET
commandant le 2 Gr.,

(B6) HERBIET.
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DOCUMENT NO. 11
T 2/1/c 41,

4 Inf Bds (1 19 Apr 40.
5 Inf Bae (1

:"iﬂ Bde E%

D.G -

R.A. (1

R.E. 11

R.A.S.0., (1

Pro (1

FFEIP-E

(1
Fal.oOo Elg A/q (letter only).
l. ﬂ-nnta.u:t- with Bo

(a) | any Ho v
Burgooanster, the agoond with the looal Brigzde d» roerie
the lsadquarters of which will be found In the che¥=1ieu
ths cancon.

The Gondarmeris, as in France, are in posssesaion of inform-
ation on all inhabitants of the canmton ooncorned.

Their duties and organization correspond with those of the
French Gondarmorie; they are responsiovle for all natiors re-
zarding the recruitmont of personmsl into tho Army, and for
all queations of mcbilization affeoting the civil population.
In co=oper-tion with the oivil polioe, represented in country
districtes by the Gardes Champetres, under the Burgomeoior,
they are also rosponsiple for the naintenanco of law end ardor

(b) At the earliest opportunity, arrangenents will bo mede for

tatives of the Burete mbliga (the central Polico
Intellipence ﬂWﬂmh&d G.H.0s and Corps .7,
Ths officials to be attasched i1l be members of the Stoto
Polico (Police Gennrale de 1'Ttat) who deal with intornal
sacu-ity, subverslve propapendan, and surveillanoe of forci -
ere ntering the country,

(c) Purtoer details of Belgiz" Police and Gerdarmerie or gric-
i;ggg are given in Chapter XV of "Netez on the Celgisn /ony

e shculd be nwith the

ﬂl n ftﬂl

Eg ﬁﬁ'{:m AT all nwigeon loits will bo openod and kant osca,
Pipgeon rociny 18 a national swort in Belpgiun and P.2.P. wiZl cit=
sure thec ~_iad Instruotion is cerried o over 2% wido BRIl A0
ag nogeinle, ircespective of =i othor the Bulgie:: nutkoriting
hav: iscued an oeder tn the ez .n effeot or not.

- Belpian Idantifioation ps-orJd.

Soeo.mens o1 Delgian ldern..ty oards are encleped (dictritu-
tiun as 2o0o0vs). Thoe cards enciosed are only approXimate Ieprc-
duotions of the originals both os to oolour arnd print. At itho
sarlioet o wetunlty aftor crossing the frontier, nrcrmation
ahould '« chialned a Belgian sources on the following pointo:

v ) laac otkor pernits, if any, ars in curreni vse.
(o) The sgnpe of the spucipoons enclosed.

4, Suezoct cors and personE.
{a)- K TTAT 7¥ Buspoct cata siving the om ar'a mod and fhe
manoar of the car i1s given in Appx A.
(b, A Liat of =zersons 7hon tho suthoritZes sbould bo
reaissted to 2lace undor rrrest is glwen 1y AppX Be

WA
.--"': ---".‘.“£ I" l
L
- Lt .CD:!. "y
als., 8 Div.

bigitized by (SO SIC UNIVERSITY

Al9
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DOCUMENT NO. 12

ROUTES EaD
SCALL 1250.000

) origial fom
Digitized by GO"SIQ UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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DOCUMENT NO. 13

ETAT = MAJOR = 3®* Bureau I
O u

n* lf-aF Fi

SEC

(Annexe A 1'Ordre Général 4'Opérations n® 17 Bis

A*DIVISION LEGERE NECANTQUE ' ;
......... e Tt y P.C. , le /) Décembre 1039

J

ORDRE PARTICULIER POUR LA LIAISON

slefefaf el s el el ctslesleS=S-

1= LIAISCH DE COMMANDEMENT

- N —

iu Mcuvenent Jusgu’ay canal
a)Enaxant aves lcs Ferccs Belges

= par 1y Découverte avec les C.M. des s de C t 1
zone d’action de la 1° D.L.M. , o5 Troupe anpagne opérant dans la

« par le Chef du 2° Buresu du C.C. & 1'E.l. Général Pelge & ERUXELLES .
acec gné & partir de SOIGNHNILS ( Mairdie)! par une reconnaissance
(1 peloton A.M.D.- 1 peloton motos) du 6° Cuirassiers (1) .

- Renscignements transmis au P.C, avancé de la Division ( aceolé av P.C.

du Cowmandant de la Dacouverte ) par def agenits de¢ transmissions, par
radio et &l possible par téléphone .

blgur les Flancs
—yes 1 (-]

- par 1 officier dg liaison de la 1° D.L.M. 1 Lieutenant HUET au P.C.
de 1la 2° D.L.M

-mmuu_mmlv Division Critannique ou
Groupe~ent Hotblack = 4/7 Dragons

Guards et 12° Régt. de Lanciers = dans les conditione prévues par la
Note de Service n® 4eé/s.f. A f-+2./713,

-%Luuwmﬁm opirant au S. oo & 1'0. de
BRUXT par la fhrc =garde ,

-ayec l'arridra
-avec le C.C. 1 officier de liaison du C,.C.

Tous renscignew nts transmis au P,C. avancé de la Divielon
(accold au P.C. du Commandamt de la Découverte ) par aggnts de trane-
micsions , par radio ,

Utilisytion éventuelle du réseau civil avec l'arriére .
LR Ifllll

- - -

(1) Cette reconnaissance scra déposée au passage devant la Mairie de
SOICHIES par le Coloncl CAt, le 5° Cuiraesiers . Elle y attendra
le Chaf du 2° fureauw du CC. .

<10, (GOOgle
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¢} Lialsonn intérieyres

= 1 officler de liaison par brigade plus 1 officier d= liaison de la
colonne Sud (1) au F.C. avance de Divieion .

2%=Sur le canal
Liaisons maintenues an place auprés des différents P.C.

11 ) LIAISONS TACTIQUES

-AEsurées & tous les échalons de la droite & la gauche .

lu- ’ e e

a)Décguverte :~avec les Eritanriques sur le canal
~entre le D.D. et les reconmaissances sur Ip , et Iz 4
1'initiative ¢u Colonel Cdt. le 6° Cuirassiers ,
- Fl‘_ﬂ W
t) l%Echelcn - ntre les colonnes A havteur de la transversale dm
-entre la colonne N. et la Flanc-garde &4 l'imitiative du
Colonel Cdt, la @ lonne Nard .

)" __=ueldq =Avec les Britanniques et éventuellement les Belges
{volr ci-dezsugs paragraphe 1 )

2°-2ur e canal

a) Découwe rimgeh Surete &loignée = avec la 2° D.L.M, région de SENEFFE
1l axe dd D.S Mord de la 2° D.L.M. passe & SENEFFE ) .

b)l° _Echelqn - avec la 2° D.L.M. par un poste mixte sous le commandement
d’un officier de la 2° D.L.i". et comprenant un peloton motos ue cetta
Division sur l'axe FAMILLEUREUX - SENEFFE et 1 G.C. moto de la
1° D.L.M. & diriger sur cet axc par le Commandant du &/secteur Sud ,

- entre les s/sccteurs & la charge du Colonel Cdt. la
B/ gecteur Sud pux environs du confluent du ruisseau Mathieu ,

- avec les Forces Eritanniques dans la région N. de TUBIZE
par un détachement de lisimson de la flanc-garde Nord , aux ordres du
Colonal Cdt. le s/secteur Nord

- éventuellement avec les Forces Belges dans la méme ré-
gion et dans les mémes conditions si elles tenaicent le canal .

2%~ A _1'Lst du capal

-HMM;WL&LD?M .se repliant sur
son axe , par les élémenis de chars pouBses en avant { hauteur de
la route B S = LES 4 BRAS et aux abords immédiatls de l'axe du

D.D.1 .,

yx el i

- I T L - . - L - o a . . . o - = - - -— o -

(1) 1'officier de liaison de la colonne Sud rejoint le P.C./D.L.W.
& CAUDRY d&s le déclanchement de l'alerte .

vigitized by (GO SIC UNIVERSITY O . HIGAN
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'a-
111] CﬂﬂPTES*RIHﬂUE Ju chn fﬁ.L-!-

e e L P ———

1°- '
- umﬂ du carml , puls A 1'.rri!.fh I* contget
des Forces & , eventlue &n e re

contre avet l'ennemi g — ——
- du loéchalon t au gu'_lurgu des tltes de colonnes sur la transverasle
S=BINCHE & l'arrivée sur le cangl et en cas de
prise dg contgct avec l'emncmi ,
-de la Flanc-Carde Mord :aussitdt entrde en lisison avec les #léments

vileine cu au contact de 1'ennemi ,

-2%$chelon © av paesage des tétes da colonnes sur la tram verasle 1
MWONS-BINCHE et 4 l'arrivée sur ls position canal .

29-8ur le canal et A 1'Est :
dl la mise en place du dispositif
d'urgence de toul contact gvec l1l'ennemi
de l’heure du franchiseemot du camel- par la Dicouverte
par lee (liments de chars
périocdiquement : pour 7 heures C.RK. de ls muit
pour I6 heuree C.R. de la journée

1Vv) P.C.
ﬁ=-=-=—;:;—=—=—=—‘-f'=iiﬂl--—I—t-.-l-ﬁn:nﬂ—.-ﬁ—ﬂ-:—.—:—:t‘-‘l'-t-='-‘-'-*--
Unité :P.C. nu ddpart: Azes -P C.svr le canal Observationa
-] - - - - - e - —--—

C.C. +St-QUENTIN : (A 132) :St-MIﬂ 1
: ' 1{3 Emo.E.de HONS)
H 1 ' 1
1*D.L.M. :CAUDRY :LE --ll:'ﬂ'h SOIGNIES (1) :P.C.awvancé
3 15‘-'.'.II NI1ES EIFAIHE-L{EI?E.TE
}t.l ol
1°B.L.M. CAULLERY w mm-u.curri
' 1
5 1 (1) I
: *’E‘iE!i“ "
cﬁig'f&'-:l £ VI r.nll'l!—lgl!- I ceETrE (1]
teur Nord . EGI'IJHEE-ER& |
: , (LE~COMTE. : :
4°R.D.P. . WNAPES SOLESMES-LE | mypocmeli(y )
Col. s/ sec~- EMTFH['&I ‘
teur Sud {uﬂus-mmu
6°Cuir, St-HILATRE :

SOLESMES-
EUILEIIEIEIHES— HHIHE-LI:-EM'E
*(MONS=SOIGNIES=-: (1)

“(BHA INE-LE-COMTH

W B BF =S F= gy == -

ljilf‘l-‘

-----
—————————— - E B O Em W W o o i . =  m W ™

(1) Téléphone & la Malirie .,
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V) P.C. (suite )

i
Tt 1 Axes nal i Observations

Unité P.C.au 1 PG murle
Dépa.

H : ‘
SRR ! nmmu: As:q-mcumns-:u HARTDE
¥ =
12°lanciers  LSCQ ;.-m- EVEQUE- | (regroupé &
iEole do Leszines-} X
1 pheRERCKE , BNGHIEN

'
:
'
H
:

:
H
DOUVIGSIES TOURNAL.LEWZE, {A chercher & |
VIR 3 ATH  il’entrde O.
£ : ae A
' : :
§ i i
e Général ¥ 1 c,&n
ndant pri. da 1D
Pour Ampliation + Stgné ¢
Lo Chef d-E.

=<

Eie ANTI-cHaRe) hown acionkion

DOCUMENT NO. 14

MAP OF MILITARY ROADS IN BELGIUM TO BE USED BY THE
BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, APRIL, 1940

[See folding map on the last page.]

Goc '81e UNIVERSIT
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DOCUMENT NO. 15

- ORDRE PARTICULIER POUR LA LIAISCN -

(<EX T RAITS)

sﬁé’g{

A25
e 5
(S Y, WY ~

2 AT nule

(Annexe & 1'Ordre Général d'Opérations N™ 23)

1.~ POSTES DE COMMANDELENT -

J% Dy L ine

F.C..

P.C. AVANCE
P.C. ARRIERE

3¢ DIVISION
BRITANNIQUE

15/19 H QU~
SARDS

AT T T T Ty P T T LT P LI LT LT T I, TP L L T P T TR

-.i.p],la.ticu Dépur;t & Fin 3 Date : Axes de

: 2 . 2 ]“Pﬂf&ﬂ- *Apprnxumtwe- Déplgcamant

: : :

: A.= AUTGRITES ELPEPILUT:E GU:VDISIHEE H

:d*.f LJOTLE @0 vers o ;

3 : 1TIL].|!:I EX 110: :

3 5 tkms O de : H = 12 : 4

tCARCIDIG s FRUGES THRHh DUT] H 1

: : : : :

: : 'DU"FFEI (8 : H + I0 .

: - s1km5H. de @ H

! t HALIHESI 2 H

: : : H

: : 5 BPEDA : H

. : ﬁﬁETﬁﬂ-ﬁE + H + I2 :

1 : ‘g (I5kme Q. ¢ :

: : daTURNYOUT: ) .

{ZEPHIRIN= : —-d°= tavec la Déeouverte : I“‘I

:MARGEL H 1 ! :

: : H : :

s ZEPHIRIN . L tavec la Pase ¢ 14

:RAQOUL i H 1 1

. PENE :LESQUIN :monm fixéd : H + 14 t (LANNOY-ROUBAIX
z 3 = z : | WATTRELOSS=

’ 3 i 1 tESPIERRES =

i : : : { AUDENAEDE

: : : H : { ALOST

: : : : t { DROEHOU'T

: : : H : (VILYORDE-PERCK
: H B H + (LOUVAIN

: : : : ! [eqls -
i sCAMPHRIN : non fixéd : H + Bh.30 1

3 : ] t :

H 2 t 1 :(ROUBAIX - WAT-
r : : H t{ TRELOOS=-ESFIER=—
1 H ' t :({RES = AUDENARDE-
H 3 t t : { ALOST-DROEHOUT-
t ! : t :(VILVORDE-FERCK=
2 1 : i y t(TOUVAIN

: : : LI ) & W O & t
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:._-l:.u. -zf‘l oW m W
B.= AUTCRITES SUBORDONNEES .-
X 8 B §oh 3 o 3OS : 6
: : t t
I? Echelon :ETIENNE :L ABEELE :H DYLE 1: t
IGROUFEMENT :FRANCOIS :dﬁmm : H + 12 H I"‘
Cl. CLUSANS 13 T :ouHEERZEL : :
: t : «BREDA @ 3
: : :%:mr : !
1 $! : HOUT t H + I 3
IT.- LIAISONS DE COLd JNDEMENT .-
a-) Em avant_avec les Forces Belges et Hollandmises
F.C. tEmplacements : Fersomnel : Jdoyena de limisorn : Fourni par t
W t : e B e et i b o [ J—-— .
] S :
GeQ.G. BELGE HAACHT (I) .I oficier de:2 igents de tranamis: 4° R.D.P.
H tla 29 3.7 .il. :ii0n moto dont ISide:Lt.de L. FFORER
"1 : 1 :+ (I%° Escl)
: H ! t
DIVISION 11 URKAOUT :1 offieciar dActl Poate E.R. 27 tTransmissions
BELGE : :la 2° Bu.L.le 17 Sides avec conduc—i 4®* H.D.¥.
g : ! S GUTE o= la_,r"Lt MELLET
3 : ~ 1 (8% Egsz)

(1) Sur la JYLE entre MALIIES & AAASCHOT .=

Ces Officiers feront 'nuw-rnrrfnt avaec'les détachements de Qécau—
verte sur les itindraired™3d 48 prés des localitéds indiguces.-

I}aﬂracgn‘nnt des instructions particulidres A prendre au F.C.
Ehl d- |D- -

ELEMENTS DE LIAISON FPOURNIS PAR LA I® D.L.M. -

Echelons : Personuel 1t Moyens de liaison tFournis :0bservatlorns
t : : par t
i e i it = e f—— -
Entre le P.C.de la 15/Lieutenant : 1 t({I)évantuel
I1°D.L.M.et le F.T, tBECUIN BILLECOC I Voiture T.0. Q.G. ilemart

de la 3° D.I.B, (W): du 4° R.D.P. :
P.ColndtialLESQUIN ¢t (I3%Esc.) :

-
¥
-
-

- ER R BE g gw

e :LANHOY=ROUBAIX :B.C. BOURGEGIS I Side 4° D.P.13° Btn

TRELOOS=ESPIER- l{détaché D.L.XJ :
RES-AUDENARLE- tChiffreur :2 Postes E.R.2T7 (I):CieRadiotdont I au
ALOST-DROEHOUT 1% Apents dw ; tP.C./DLM
VILVORDE=-FERK=- ifransmission :% Motos solos tIB® Dra-t
LOUVAIN : : ! gons.= t

e e B et 2 P N i va t ————
Entre le Cdt. it : 1 H
du Groupement 2 et :Lt.FARMENTIER : I Side : 4° D.Pa
le P.C. du sdu 4% R.D.P. H t %
15/19 H ousarda : (4° Esc.) : ! :
FP.E. Initial: :I Interpreéte : [ 511e ﬂ"f“;n,__ 4° . Fa
CANMEBRIN t I Btn.=- 2 ] H
Axe :LABASSEE-LILLE-: - ! .
FOUBALL-NATTRELCOS~:2 Agenta de 12 Motos sulos :4° D.P. ¢
ESPIERKES-AUDENARDE:transmission - : I°Btn :
ALOST=-DROEHQUT - : : t z
VILVORDE-FERK-LOU& : H : H
VAIN - '}\wh t ! '
H H

[ —= et b e — — - — I =ESEE=s =£====ﬂ:—1;l: e e EssSsrlcamssE=s=as |====I-=-‘-'-=:==-

LB ] L

a5, Google T
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Les détachements ci-dessus e présenteront au F.C. de la Division

4 FRUGES dés rédception de l'ordre 4 'alerte ou de l'ordre de mouvement
dans le cas ou le mécanieme d'alerte ne jouerait pas .-

ELEMENTS DE LIAISONFPOURNIS PAR La 3° D.I.B. =

Echelons : Personnel Moyens de liaison Observations

S e - i - - —— ] — o ——

du I15/I9 Hou- :

sarde et le :1 Interpréte

Cdt éu Groupe-t

ment Nt 2 12 Agents de liai-:? Motos
i BOL 1

B i i A e e

: :

H 1

1 1 .

Entre le P.C. t1 Officier (I} :I Voiture T.0. :
1 1 (1) éventuellement ..

' i

—— i —— - i —

Liaisona intérieures:

Ur. Officier de lialscn par groupemert de marche rerau au P.C. de La
Division deés 1'alerte #® 2 = (Aspirant VAINOFEMARE - 7°¢ Escadron)

I11.- LIAISONS TACTIQUES -

Assurdes & tous les échelons de la gauche 3 la droitec .-

1 Echeion- Entre les Groupements et Sous-Groupements

=8 l'arrivée sur les transaverassles :

~TERKEUZEN - GRED - AUDERARIE - n Officier du 7% Esce et even-
ANVERS - HEMIKSEM - S500M - MATINFE - (tuellement I Feloton Bctos
TILBOURG - TURNHOUT l Peloton A.M.R. & 1

LANDI 3= WALSCH - LESEIWDE =

Avec la 3° D.I1.E.

Par le Groupement N¢ 2 a la charge du Commandant du 3% Batailluli.
- Entre CAVERE & ASFER I Officier

= Au ¥ord de VILVORDE et éventueliement un Feloton

- A ARESCHOTT ) Fusiliera .-

La lisison 4 AARSCHOTT eern maintenue jusqu'a nouvel ourdre et Reaurde
par un Pelotnn de fusiliers- 3° Bataillon .-

IV.- COMPTE-RENDUJS AU P.C./D.L.M. -

-du Guft Adrien : voir ordre partioulier pour la D.C.A.-

-du 1° Echelon t & l'arrivée des tétes de colomnes sur les tranever—
Bules sulvantes.

~TEREEUZEN = 54D ~ AUDENARDE g
~ANVERS - MALIMNES -

=PUTTE - MERKGEN - Canal ALBERY
=ROSENDAEL - Q05T MALLE - HERENTHALS 4° R. D. P.-
~TILBOURG - TURWIOUT - MOL

-h la L'hﬂrgi da 1!EiHl-

En outre et indépenoamment dee rensuvignements sur 1'ennam Eré?uﬂ pAr
les ordres de recherches,. un compte rendd sucuinct serii adresad la Divisior
partir de G2 matin. sur =
wEEh W

pigitized by {0 81'&3 UNIVER Iy - H '|'-': HIGAN
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-les évanemerts de la nuit pour S Heures 4 (Les Unitds subordonrées

-les évinements de la matinde pour IOH.3  (font parvenir ces rensei-

~les évenements de la journde pour IBH.30 (gnemente A 1'E.M. 4° R.D.PF.
pour 4 He = 9 Ho = I7 He =

et faisant connaitre:

=1la situation tactique des Unité:

=les demandes et les ertes

V/= MISE EN OEUVRE DES TRANSMISSICNS —:-

a-) Féseau FPil

Au cours du mouvement 11 sera fait usage du rdseau téléphonique
civil belge et ¢ventuellement hollandais .-

En fir de mouvement on mettra les main sur l'organiastion exiatante
en ne laissant que le minimun pour les besoins leocaux (entente A réaliser

avec 1'Administration locale).-

11l ne sers deérculie de fil gulaprés stabilisation et avec la plus
Etricte dconomie .=

Ex 1:!11;:11*1::11 Frour assurer le secret 1]l sera fait emploi pour la denman-
de dés communications téléphoniques des indicatife prévus dans 1'ordre pour

les Transmissionn .-

t=)Héaeaux r :

Interdiction absolue d'utiliser la T.5.F. sur lea emplacements
de départ. -

Autorisation d'émettre:

1®°-dés le départ pour le guet adrien et en cas de rencontre avec 1'ennemi,
=3 partir de la tranaversale: TERNEUZEK - GAND -~ AUDENARDE pour tout le
monde .-

c-)Contr8le-

Lea émicsiona de tuus les postes radio belges et hollandais se-
ront interdites pour éviter toute indiscrétion ou brouillage.-

Tout militaire surprenant une communication suspecte (fil ou re~
dio) devra en rendre compte immédiatement 4 ses Chefs qui préviendront sans

délai le 2° Bureau de la Division .-
VI/= MISE EN OEUVRE DES LIAISONS -:-

Les renseignements de passags” ou d'Aattaque dep formations aérien
nea adversea seront recueillis et transmis conformément aux jnstructions de
1 ordre particulier pour la D.C.A. &

Ils seront transmis en priorité D.C.A,.

Prioritéd d'Opérations .-

qu'au Généd ﬂ E'mﬂiilq“hlﬂ :. ﬁnnn“ d'Opérations n'est mocondée
ner o ant la .L.M,

S T

Digitized by GO-‘« iglﬂ UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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DOCUMENT NO. 16

ORDRE DPOPERATIONE N*l.~

~.COMPOSITION U GHOURMMINT o
Trolis Eous-Groupezents 1

d?ASTAFORT S

APARTDNEE,

YOMDERHFYDKN.

Ine Héserve sux ordres du Cozsandapnt Michel de TOUCHET,

Une Batte: Le de BB de D.Cuhe. aux ordres dirscts ¢du Commandan
dwm Croupesant.

I I I |

[Zo= RISQION DU QHOJF . NI =

= Qocuper VALCHEHKE et SUD-BEVELAAD avant l’arrivée de l'snoesi.
= Eventuel.ement l'en ddloger.
= Tenir sur place et colte que colte, en attandant l’arrivie de
1*Infanterias.

wgg%gut]._l Ile de BALCHEAYN avec, cozme points essentiels:
- FLECGINGUR, port st adrodromas.

= Pleo d%enu de TEUE. )
Viliage: de FTESTEAPELLE - DOMBURKO - VYROUWEPULDER et ARNENUILED

Couverture face & byt ¢ Canal de SUD-SEVELAND.
::hhl- et terrain déaviation de YIERS-

-

Y21.-_INTSNTION DU COMXANDANT D& GHOUPSMENY -

- Gagner l'ennsm]l “e vitesaze en se portant d’un ssul bond et salhs
souci d*alignesent jusgu’s ls rive 5ud .e L’ESCAUT-MARITINE(qui sera
stiaints an en 4 heures A partir du franchissemant de la
frontidére Balge).

- Utiliser simultanicent teus les moyens de passage(bass - batsanxm
et isthme de WOkN:LLSCHT,

- Appliquer le caximsum de forces (7 escedroms) & WALCHEREN,

- Avec le reste, £ sscadroms (¢ B.M.E.) temir sans idée de m
Camal Jde SUD-DEVELAND; le G.b. de Diécouverte étant chargé 4* '
sux engin- blindés 1l’isthme de WOKNLLH-CHT, et, si possible, liusage
du terrsin dfaviatlion.

= Eviter d’uns fajon absolus l?’cparplii . ement des ferces,

= Cans® coayue Bous-lroupsaent 3

a) cirvell.er le littoral.

b) -r parer des éliments mooiles d’intervention contre déibarquement
et posrachutiastes.

¢) Tenir les Bacs et les bases de ravitalllement de 1 BRECKENE - THD
NEUZEN - WALSOCRDEN.

ZXECUTION -
1*) Soms-Oroupscent d’»3TAFORT (Jue.%) ¢

ALSELON te rrapcuir 1°::CAUT=+AMITIZE ) BAESKERS,
= Jecuper oildezent lLe port et l’adroport de FLESEIRGUR
- U tachea=ents ¢e survelllance b WESTKAPELLE et A
LOUMKHG.

B |

atzes oy (GOOGe
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(Y I EERENNER R T

!‘IF!¥E#¥E§1£!’nil%i!‘-i Un escsdron de Fusiliers Mote (Escadrom’
[ MHOFF du £* U.R.C.A.) sux ordres du Colonek d'ASTAFORT
4 loc sortia N. de FURNES., (route de MIEUPOKI).
#*) Sgys-Groupgzent d’ARODES (Ceptrel:
MISS]ON :=Frenchir L1*BSCAUT-AsK1:iIME A TER NEUVEN,

- Débarquer i BORSSELEM (ou éventuellement & FLESSINGUE]

- Ew porter aur l’lethse Est dARNENUIDEN,

- Qccuper VEaA2 (;lan d’eau)= ARANLEWUIDEN - et detache-
meant de Survelllonce & YHOUWEPOLDER,

= Assurer ls lislison svec le Bous=-Croupement d*ASTAFORY
a RIDDELBURG.

_Moyens pupplesentalres ! Neant.
3*) Sous-Groupesent VOMUERIBYDEN (Eat) +

MLSOICH 1= Frainchir 17ESCAUT-MARITINE & WALSOUHLEN,
= Débarquer & HABEVEERT.
- Tenir sans esprit de récul le Canal de SUD-EEVELAND,
- Pousser des soyenr de feu sur 1l7litome de WOEMADRECEY

afin d’essurer le pas:age du G.E. de Deécouverts, kim-
Riiiaww arrivant par ANVEHS,

= Dbs L'arrivee cdeo ce 0.B. de Découverte, l'futliliser
pour lnterdlre 1'lathore aux ecgins blindés et pour em-
phener, zi possible, l'utiilsstion par l'enn dua
terrain d’4viation de WORMELRECHT,

Mevens supplessmialies )

- Un eseadron de Fusiliers Note (Escadren PICARD du
E® ﬂtﬂtctii}i

- Un Groupe de cenons de EE (Broupe CHARVERIAT, du
2" E.H-E;l-]-

- Un peloton de Mitrsillours Moto (Peloton CARON du
E- lhl'cl-li]l

Tous ses élopants sux orcres ju Cosmendant VONDERHEYDEN, & la
sortie 5ud de DIXMULE su: les route de BOEZ1NGE.

En outre, le Commanitant VONDEHHEYDKN reglera dfaccord avec le
Cosaandant LLIQIEI la sarcne éa Q0.B., de Léicouverte Jusgu®s 8T-
NIKLas8, ot ron utilisation A lfarrives 3 WOFRSDHECHT.

4°) Bépervaes ¢

s) Aux erdres du Commagiant Bicnel e TDUCHEY.
= Un escadron de Fasillers Moto (®scadrom JOUSLIN).
= 0o Groupe de Lancns 4e 5% (Oroape WONTIGNY),

= Un peloton de iétrnlllturl koto (Peloten LELFU),
b) Dn batterie D.C.A. ( Lanons ae 2B).

Led éléasnts reservés sulvront l?itinéraire 2° & Jusgu'd
LIZENDIJEX, o3 1l3 recavront de Duouvesux ordres,
Vo ALES DE PAHCUES
=-_liineraire B* 1 : Bous-Groupewynt d'AESAPORT
FURMEL = JSTENDE - BA2C2S Nord - J03TBURG - BRESKLES.
- Itinereire N* 2.V doua-Lrovewment Q'ARJDES 1

LOC - DIXWJDE Nord = TOABOUT - SRUCRS BSud - EKLOO - [JZENDIJKE -
STFHILIPPINE - Tk NXUZEN.

'l.llllilll‘lllll‘ilf
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- Iilﬂitlitl | i I =l T 04 ¥ i
POPEAINGE - BOEZINGE - EZBFE (en évitsnt DIXMUDE)- LICHTERRVELDE
TIFLT - DEINZE - CAND - 5T7. BIKLAAS - FKEMTEKE - HULET - WALPOSRDE

Le G.E. ce Vécouverte utilisera 1l’Itinéraire 3 jJusju’a ST.MK=-
LAAS, puls débolters pour pasaser 1’ESCAUT (Tunnel) a ANVERS (Itine-
raire 3 bis). Il rejol:idrs par l?lsthee cde WOENSDMECRI.

V.= AghLE a
La frontidre Belge, sera franchie & l'heure H gul sera flxee
ultirisurvnant.
Yil.- |

Dbs 1’ordrevd’slarte, Un Officler de chague Sous=Groupesent (et

en outre Um Officier du O,B. de Decouverte) rendus 4 HONDSCHDOTE,
ave: movens de Iransmissioms Hotoas.

YiIIl.-_JRABGNISSICNS 3§ Yoir ordre particulier.

P.Co du Greupsmemt LESTOQUOI.
= Initialemant @ HIND3CHOOTR.
= Intarsédlaire 1+ SRAEKSKERSE,
- PeCe fimal 1 FLESLINGOR (port).

Axe de sarshs 1 ltiniraire 5* 2 Jusqu’l LJIKNDIJEE, puis: ECEOOR-
DIJER - BEESKENS.

IXo= Do Sa o

Le Cososandant d¢e la Babterie de D.C.A. marshera de sa personns
avee le Colonel LESTIQUOL, qu’ll rejoindra 4 HONDECHOOTE.
I1 se tiendrs prit A dipl

eysr uns batterie am point de passage 8
de BHEEKERE.
Dtilisstion ulterieure s Défense du part de FLEESINSUL.

X.- NARINR - POKCRS ARRLENNED 1

Protectisn du franchlissesent st du débarquessal assurde 4 apris
les ordres donnés dirsctemsnt par le Oénéral Compandant 1° Lll!i.

X17- BAYITALLLENMIY - REPARATIONS |

Polnt de lbre destimation ves differents élements (atelisrs - oi-
ternes - T.R.) ligne générale § SLOIS - EKLOO - GAND (Sortie Fud).

XI1.-_SERVICE DE SANTR -

Evacuations sur DUNKFAQUAL,

‘jiil‘--lil"-‘-".l.'.f

atzes oy (GOOGe
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d#® F 8 R §F N EEBSEERFEE

P XIU .= RAVERS :

= Deux Coapagnies d*infarnterioc cdoivent normsalenent &trec cébarcueas
A FLESEISUGLUER ?.n:“ lz Karime et l'Aviation) avant l’arrives du
Groupczont 1E513&ﬁ;1.

Leur atsfeace évantuel.o ne sodifle en rien la missiosn du Broupe-
eent LEZETISUDL.

- [as ilémanta Hollandals et Belges (ces dernlers srrivant par

ENVEA:) sont -usceptirDlies -¢s cooperer dvee ls Oroupemsnt LESTOQUOL »
E¥Li80 Leo m prliiet.

- L’stritude avec .a popliation civile doit Stre amicele meis feras

Apras intsl.ction , ies Cosmantants de ®ous-Oreupsrant Leront
venlr auprés d’eux et conserveront an psrEAnSncs un représentant
qualifié des Bourg=estres le: slus voisins, C’est A ce reprisentast
Qu’liiz rdclaseront tuutes les procutatlons nécesssires pour ls Ravie-
tali.szent et la vie des trcups:z. Peyement, en principe, su cospiam
tant et en Fiorins,

Evantuellezent, bon: d&d reguisition.

= Se mifler de l'esplozcpge.

Le ~ientenant-Colomel LESTOLUJI
Comanient le Craouresent

bignd 3 LEIT2COCI.
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DOCUMENT NO. 17

EOUS-GROUPEMENT d’ASTAFCRT, P.Ce BRAY-IEKLS la I% Novenbre [B3D

S

i

ORDAB  D’JFERATIONS N* I. /

——

s

F#“_
1- Eituation génirale )
Yoir Ordie d"Opératicns N* ]
Misalon
tu Groupexent.
.tﬂnal.

11 —Iwwmmmw_xmgm;.

I®)~ Porter an avant, dés.le passage de la frontiére une forte
avant garde, qui se porters le plus vite possible sur BAEEKERS, de
saniare A pouvolr s'esbarguer scns Jelal et gpasser l'ecbouchure de
L*Escault sous le protection de l’aviation et occuper l'adroport de
FLESSINGUK,

E*)~ Falre suivre le gros du G.H.[.I. en un dispositif lergemunt
articuld en préfonceur et l’erbarquer dés que l7opération du passag
de 1" A.G. sura reussi.

3*) - Qocuper dés le pessier Jébarquessnt l’séroport de FLESSINGUE.
A mawure de l'arrivée des pouveaux pelotons dédarqués, pousser des
éléments de survelillancd vers DOSBURAG, WESTHAFFELLE et prerdre Jial-
son A MIDDELBOURD svec le detachement 47 ARNEMULLEN,.

4*)= Ahasurer la couverturs de la rive Bud A BREGFENS

I1I - DISPOSITIY -
} E* Escadron ¥ote § Aux ordres
)~ Avant Gasde ) I Peloton de Mitrailleuses ) du Capitaine
( I Groupe ce 25 ( des VILLETTES,

Le £* Escedron esadners 1 [ Casmionnette A vivres - fT“J:“J
I Cemjonnette A tions = o fian,
I Camionnette & eslence - .fz.../"
I Camionnette de dépannage. £ Reg

( 1* Escadron Moto Aux ordres
b)- Oroa J] 1 Feloton de Nitrsillsuses ) du Capitaine
( I Groupe ¢s 2B de I#Eﬁﬂu-

Le I* Escedron esménera les chess voltures que le,2*Bscadron,
danfi Rt F'E m £

L* E. W, A: ecréners les mdmea voltures, qui sarcherant en queds
€u gros du U.M.D.1., sauf pour les mumitions qui pourront 8tre re=-
parties antre 1" A.G. ot le gres,

( 1*Escadron du G.R.C.A, qui prendra la queue du gras A
% la sortie Nord de runlti.

'.]-_'-n“- YT

Google
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¢)- Le Yieztenant-Colonel et le Peloton de Cemrandemsent marche-
ront entre 1' A.0. et le gros.

4)~ ECHELONNEMENT -
Entre 1’ A.0. ot leo gros 1 W\dleadtirve.
Fotre le gros {U.R.D.I. et l’Escadron du O.R.C.A. 1 B kilombtre

*)- DASPOSITIF EN FIN DE BARCUE -

L?*Avant garde A BAEGKBNE ol elle commencera son smbarquesent.
le gros ( Eléments du E-H-ﬂ-l-(l ¥
kEacadron du G.R.CoAai2 A

IV =
mmmi.%#“ (k]
FURNES --QSTENDE - BRUCLS iord - QUSTBURG - ROESXENS.

Y - POIST INITIAL -

Frootidre Fraonco-Belge. Fus 5 roude ote Fuand

Heurs de Fepsage oy Pal.

As Go 1 Heurs H
Cres 1 Heure H + #i7
Te Re 1 Heure H ¢ ["/¥

V1 - DYBARGUEMENE -
Aura lisu sur des baes,

A son arrivée A BRESKENE, 1’A.C. embarquera aussitit,

Larsque 1" A.0. aura atteint FLESSINGUE, le gros gul se sera
porté sur BEESEENE wembarquers & son tour,

Couverturex de 1'embargusasnt -

Par les peletons de Nitrailisuses de 1* 4.0. et du gros, et
1 peloten de 1l7KEscadren du G.A.C.A. qui duc son arriviée & Ecuoon-
D sers poussé directement sur BHESKENS,

Ce peloton sers, apr¥s le passage de tout le G.R.D.I., chargé
de la garde de BREEKENE.

VIl - Da Ca Aa

Au cours de la marche 1
( I Groupe an thts
Cans chague &¢étachsment
E I Greups en guaus.

Fendant le passage ! Les Mitraillsuses en batieris sur le
bads

vIII -Ilillil!'lilf
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VIII - EISOI08 DU G R.P.X. DFS SON PYRANCOEMENY A FLESSINGNE,
L' A.0. se portera sussitit i 1l’adroport et s’y installera défex

sivament.

Il laissera un peloton ¢t un G.M. au port de FLEBGINGNE pour
protéger le débarquessnt du gros.

Le gros se portera dgalescnt A l’aéroport, et détachera 1
I Peloton de 1'Escadron du G.k.C.A. A DOMBURG,
I Peloton de 1’Escadran du G.AR.C.A. & WESTEAFFELLE.
1 Peloton de 1’Escadr m da G.i.C.A. 4 MICDELBURG,.
ot prendra liaison savee le détachement 4’ ARNFYVUIDEN,
IX - LIALSON -

Le Sous-Lisutenant FER dans uns touriste avec I side et I
solo, seront, dés le 44 cmcnt de l’alerte, envoyds & BONLGECHOOTE
en lisison suprés du Groupesssnt LESTOQUOI.

X = F.Ce du Lisutepant=Colone) comzandant le Eous-Oroupsasnt,

P.C. Initial 1 BEESKXNE,

P.Cs (aprds le débarquomsnt) Gortie hord de FLES: INGNE.

X1 - TRANCMIC JONG-
Avew le P.C. du Soiamiy.

I - I, R,
Me dfépansera pas BLUIS,
S*dchelonnera en profondeur, en camouflant ses voitures.

x111 - se{VICE DR SANTR -

Marshera avee le P.C. 4a Colonsl.

ke Lisutenant-Cg .-:_Tu?lltafbrt
™
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DOCUMENT NO. 18

GalalinI1,2 PaCo le 17 AVRIL I010
EHUTFE DZ J3CaUvwenTz
ILd Pl

i — i — - — i —— —

HT OfDR: U ML VM)
reuplgee el gorile 1

G/E*I du I3/4

Ie “ltugtien “fnfrale §  ( p. */c0/GR du TH/4
1I* Situgtion Farticulitre ) ol W

TITe 11 _ICH i Cala,
Trdckdd d'un Geewpe D.D.Cice Cu!

I~ Sa perter en Oirectin Générale de SHIISoAN:E-050a
succesrive et saur les Lrg.aversales &

I* Lu)GnS «O00TRALP

I1® AWK 3= LALINIS,
A ghaecune de ces irul aversales Do repartir que sur ordre
du Lt.Cl.Cd%. le C.R.
I1* Zn ces ¢ rencontrd aves 1'Znrexiyl’stagusr

Ive W B "/I0%/C.Re Au I&/4
ta:. e IS5 winutes faitas sutcaatiquecent & 1l 'heure
pleice ot paire (ravitaillews ot esseice wutos)

Ve 215 -~ 1T1P
Te AV ikTela DE goum Of du ChLef d'Zrcqgdrome
CAt lg Picrverteyel articulde comre suit g

A) ﬂsualpm% I Fom r.M.D,
aux T/ du Cap,Cdt 1l Fom uTO (2isa Ese
b LR TN s Croupe Clitt Capj A--‘hsn
1 Pon AskeDe
I Pea dlMU (iime Eed.

CAL AVANT GADlUE P.Ce Hobile Coef 4’Ese®D®
I E.R26Ter sur A.¥,D.

ay wua* 1 Pom Hitrsilleuses
aux OF L% Cdt Fon 1 Groupe L'UTO ()Jelonneure
Hity Ter Tad,

oe EOLON.L “teb MaloryTrerscisrions u G.RaluI,
Sarvice de Santéy

3 GEQZ eux O/ 4u Capitains des Villellies st scapre=
nant #§
2 Popa AF,Ds TaColeAzil.ll
Jdme Eaa,'oto-"Fons
Ier “ss.lUoto-I Groupe T.C.l.¥ovram
BeiWuBeel Fom T.C.l.FaM ,E. Sce Sarté
T:Co? ot To"e oux 0O/ du Cap. mberd derriire
G.ReNa 1. 12,

Se porter sur les Lrensversules .entionndes au § ITI
~our reche~char renmeiyressnta
1* Sur le points de passsge ( en partlculier & trever

les pomitions BILCES 4u Canal Albert) 4

l-l-ilil"““"'"

»Google i e
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L]

L LR R R I

i* ga bk (coniget sur 1'ame é¢ marehe aves D.D.6¢ Cuir

Pour Déblayer la routs
Pour souwir Installation du Cres & sed arrlis sux Aiffé-
renta Londs,

B) Fn cas de redgotitre e 17ENNRAI emscigner le Cl G4t 0. %
oL aliaguar, .
En tout 4tst de cause,touvrir )l'instailation dum Gres sur
les Chleatifs atteints.

viIe nls
a) Foirt (
b) Diatances ) Peliy */B08/G.R. du 1573,
;i Vitesss 2e¢ carche

1* de Jour

%rur Dunss - Eﬁ E-I% T o E?...-
Honad aboo 48 ok if; #
Prontiére A .
8dlGH = P,1,  2& HeIb HeO oot feeteen ok
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1 Annaxe,

DOCUMENT NO. 19

TRADUCTION,

MEMOJIRE .

Pour 1'Envoyé Extrabrdinaire et dinlstre Plénipotentialre
de Sa Majestd 4 Bruxellas,

Yotre Excellence est pride, aprés avolr pris connaissan-
o de of mémolire, de se mettrs immidiatement en rapport aveo ls
Oouvernement belge, afin de porter 4 lo connalssance de celui-
el, 1le conterm de oe Mémolre,

En attandant l'arrivée du Plénipotentiasire du Comman-
dant en Chef des foroes ds terre &t de Mer des Pays-Baa, Votre
Excellenoe paut annonosr su Oouvernsment belge, que l'urmés néer-
landalse a mission de retarder la marche sn avant de l'envahis-
ssur autant que possible &t déds la frontidre,

Lagdirection de l'armée néerlandaise a pris en sérieuse
considération de falre présenter unes dnsrglqus résistance dans
la partis nommée rul-hlrlullj.ng dans le Nord-Brabant(ds Weert
mur Nederwsert-Meyel-Eslsnavssn~driendtavesm ot Mill vers Orave)
par:les troupes quil sont sur plase, et a falt &difiler d'impor-
tants travaux pour msttrs cestte position en mssure des répondre
d parsille exigenoe, Elle doit cependant reconnaltre le fais
ques eolle n'a pu falre des préparatifs contre uns invasion alle-
mandes soulsment sur les territolres néerlandais et gque 1'importan-
ga de la position organisée 4 cet sndrolt dépend nom essulemant
tu pouvolr défensif et ges préparatifs mals aussl est commandbs
dans uns large mesurs par la possibllits d'stre tournsd par le
Sud, donc & Weert ot par l'ousat de cette wille,

Etant donné que le cosmandemssnt de l'armsées a placd le
groims de ses troupes au Canal Albert, tandls que d'apriés oe quo
le commandement de l'armbe hollandalse crolt saveolr, 11 a'y a
qus de tréds falbles troupes avec une alssion de retardement qul
se trouvant 4 la Hsuse st au Zuld-Willesugvaart, le Co.mandent

on Chef néerlandsis sstime que la possliblliéd d'un passapge des
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forees allomandes au deld de Weert e,0, vers "4 Bolg le Due est
gi grands qu'il s'est vu obligé & son profond regret de ramener
le gros des troupes ingtallé danr le Nord-Brabant tout en laig-
sant des arriéres-gardes, au Nord de¢ lo Mecuse et du Waal,

Ls Commandant en Chef nécrlandaic prie Votre Exoellesnoe
de wvoulolr bisn attirer l'attention du Qouvernement belge avec
insistance sur les falt que tout a #té failt du oBté néerlandais
pour fortifier de telle maniére la position Weert-Grave déji
nommée ot pour l'organiser ds telle fogon que le Commandemont
de l'armbe belge d'aprés l'opinion du Commondant en ahef néerlan-
dals peut avolr toute oconfilanes daons l'appul que sette position
quand 4 elle peut offrir,

Le¢ Commandement de l'armée nierlondaise caressalt done
1l%espolir que la résistance prinoipale de la Belgique serait offm
te sur la Meuce et le Zuid-Willemsvaard, done la direction géné-
rale A'Eben~Emael 4 Bocholt,

Le falt que le commandenent de l'armés belge n'a pas
souhalté manifestement cette jonotion foroe le commandant em
ohsf néerlandeais de procéder d une mesure qu'il déplore Et&-
ment, L'arméo néerlandaise offrira une sérieuse résistance sur
la ligne de Grevbe (de l'Ijsselmeer au dessas d'Amerafoort et
Rhenen jusquiau Woal prés Oohten), oette ligne sera protégle
au flan pud par une ligne de Coohten A la Mer du Nord: de Oohtmn
d Tiel derriéire le Waal,

de Tiel sux inondations du Vesting Holland derridre la Linge
e% ensuite dans le froupe Merwede et dons le sud du Vesting

and
Holl . acharnsement ,

En outre, la Zélands sera défendue ave: ERETTRENENNE,

La mesure dans laquells l'armée néerlandaise pourra se
maintenir dans les lignes susnommées eb en Zélande dépend entre
autre de la foroe des troupes allemandes d'invasion, et de 1'ai-
de qui sera offerpe du coté frangals et anglais,

Las plans de commandement de l'arm®e néarlandaise se-
ront exposés par le fondé de pouvoirs, du Commandant an ehef
néerlandals,



FACSIMILES OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS A4l

D

Je prie Votre Excellence de voulolr dés A
présent faire part au GCouvernement belge avec insistance,de ce
que les lignes susnommées et les positions en Zélande sont or-

gmisées et occupbes de fagon telle que-al lea troupea franoo-
anglaises venant su secours pouvaient #tre sur place rep idementy
que une résistance @charnde pourrait &#tre offerte A cet endroit.
51 cette alde devant tarder la poasibilité
devra Blors Btre snvisaréde - étant donné la longueur des lignes
déid nommées et la nécessité d'ophrar la reldve par suite de
la longue durde de la guerre ds ravensr les troupes néerlandal -
ses dana le Vesting Hollamdj La commandant de 1'armhe néerlan-
daise & indiqué Avec insistance aux Gouvernaments frangais et
anglais qu'il regretterait vivemsnt cels tant &u pur point de
vue nderlandais que du point de wue intemational . Il a attiré
l'attention sur le fait que la défense de la Grebbelinie lalsse
ouverts la possibilité de sortir 4 un moment donnd de ocette
lignes pour proclder A4 une attague tandis que 1'isclement des
troupes dana les Grebbelinies exige plus de forces da la part
de 1'adversaire que 1l'isoclement du Vesting Holland,

Il n'est pap nécessaire d'insister plue longue-
ment sur 1l'oéEr8t du maintien de la frontiére de Zédlande.ll est
demandé 4 la Prance de tenir 4 la disposition un corps 4d'armée
de 4 divipiona comme réaserve pour la défense du coeur du paya,

Au Gouvermement anglais 11 est demandé de mettn
& la dispoaition :

&) une division sauterue par dea forces de combat afrisnpe:
ot des moyens de protection aériennes pour la défense de la
Zélande,

b} dea forces de oombat sbériemnes et des moyens de protec=-
tior sérienne pour la défense du cosur &u pays.

kR EEw
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De plus il demsndé mux deux Gouvernements s'ils
sont disposés - sur demsnde- de mettre en motion des secadres
de bombardement contre les poltes que les Allsmandes jettercont
Fur la Meuses et 1'YTesel.

Enfin je wus prie de fol re savolr au Gouver-
nemant belge Que 81 le commandement de 1'armée allide pouvait
décider de placer des troupes importantes dans le Foord-brabant,
1s Jommandamant de 1'armie néerlandaise de son ofitd pourrait
anvisager la possibilité - d"sprés le déweloppement de la situa-
tion m: nord de la Meuse - de falre intervenir une partie de
son ermée ofte 4 obte aveo les farces belges,~-c.q anglaises -
et frangaises dans ces provinoces,

Aussl longtempe que le fondé de pouvoir du
Commsndant en chef des armées do terre et de 1l'air nderlandaises
ns s'eat pas yendu prés de vous,c'est l'atteohd militaire adjoimt
A Bruxelles gqul remplit ce réle.

Pour sa séouritd veulllee recevolr oi-joint
uns envelopps sosllée gque vous pouves lul remettre sn msins pro-
pres ot par laguelle l'attaché militairs en question recevra 1la
mission 4'8tre fonddé de pouvoir .,

s Cravenhagne 25 Maart 1940
De General,
Opperbavelhebber Vean Land-en Zesmmoht
H.G.Winkelman,
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DOCUMENT NO. 20

BEGRET.-
ARREDILx- A
1ssusd with AVONFORCE 0.0, No, L.
BOLE OF AVONFORCE WHILST [ NORWAY,
Rele.
The tesk of AVORPORCE is intially to secure the port

of- NARVIE and the railway to the SWEDISH frontier. While thes
foroe remainas in NORWAY, its role ia to provide for the ssourity
of the port, and of the railway againat attack by German forces
from BWEDEN, and sabotage or other sction by local hoatile
slements.

If opportyunity offers, the Commander intends to advance
into BWEDEN and occupy the GALLIVARE ore filelds and important
esntrea in that area. On nc account will armed forcea advanos
across the frontier without express orders from Force H.Q.

Considerations affecting the defensive measures

necessary in NOEWAY ore dealt with below.

Pgesslble enamy action.
2. Under the moat favourable sircumstances, (to Germany),

the concentrution of two German divisions in the GALLIVARE area
sarly in May is possible, followed about a month later by two or

three more divisions.

3. The distance from JALLIVARE to the NORWBOLAN frontier
is 62 milea. Communicetions conasist of a single electric line
and a motor road as far as KIRUNA.

There 1s no road from the KOEWEGIAN frontier to MARVIK.
Under existing conditions, it is possible for a lightly-equipped
forde to operate between QGALLIVARE and the frontier, but the
main German advance must be astride the railway unless and until

othear commmications are developed. Sinder.....

A43
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Under fovourable circumstunces, Oerman forces might be
expected to make conteot with AVONPFORCE on the frontier towards
the end of May. uftor which pressure micht inorease progressively.

While locol reconneissance is escential before reaching
definite conclusjonm. it ie believed that the difficult nature of
the eountry about the frontier and in NORW.Y Lteell moy make
military operwtlons on nny ecalu difficult for the enemy.
Effoctive defensive action should not be Aifficult, subject to

the improvement of comunicatlions

. Ko sction by the Rusaisn Alr Porce s envisoaged ,
although some uac of Russ lan aerodromes by Oermany (e.g. OHTUA or
KANDALAKSKA) cannot be exeluded Alr action from Qermany. except
on a very limited ecule, 18 not possible owing to the distances
involved. A light scéle of uttock is posasible from the end of
April by sguadrons using BWEDISH sercdromes.

Bhould. however, a Oerman force be established st the
head of thc GULF OF BOTHNIA, ulreruft could be operated from
asrodromes in that arca

Effective alr action 1 unlikely bofore sarly Junae,
Prom then on, an aver-inerecaing scale of sttack ies possible
While the scale of ottack on the NARVIK areo is unlikely to
approach thet to be anticiputed on the Western Front, octive

defence, diapersion, end proper P.A.D. méasures are iumportant.

Borwegjan ArEy

5. NARVIK 18 the Headquarters of the 15th Infantry Hegiment
consiating of threc battalions. Troops Ln HARVIK iteelfl are
believed to number about 1500.
Most of the available sccommodatlon and W/T at NARVIK
are reported to have been commandecred by the Army.
/6.
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6. In peace, the following are located at HARSTAD, 35
miles M.N. of NARVIK:-
Heodquarters, 6th Diviaion.
One Artillery Bottalion.
One Engineer Battulion.
Troops can always be moved to NARVIK by constel boats
from HARSTAD at short notice.

T- An infantry regiment is normally located at TROMSO,

95 miles noerth of NARVIX, where there is olse & seaplane station.

8. Although it may be cssumed that no opposition will be
met with from NORWEGIAN armed forees, am & normal measure of
military eeocurity, the possibility ‘of hostile oction cannot be
disregarded. Plans must thereforc be made on this baesis. If
the active and effective co-operation of the NORWEGIAN forccs
can be secured, it should bo poseible to reducs conslderably Lhe
numbar -of AVONFORCE troops who would otherwiac be required for
internal ssourity, coaat-watching, and other dutles.

The. defence of NORWEGIAM naval and militory
eatablishments should normally be left to thelir own zarriscns,

unleas our essistance is nocessary and asceptable.

£3vil Fopulation.
9. Whether or not the reception of AVONFORCE is friendly,

cartain hostile elemants will nave to be reckoned with. There

is a German population in NARVIK, and a Comuunist element.

Either may attempt, by sobotage or otherwise, to nindcr-opecations.
Provision must therefore be made for the protection of

vulnsrabls points on the rallway ' and in NARVIK itself.

/HARVIE.

A
v
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BARVIK.

10. Threc or four smcll calibre guns (3- or L-inch) are
reported to be located on the high ground aobove the ORE QUAY.

There 18 8 high wirelcss mast in the same area.

A numbar of A.A. guns have bean roeported.

There also appears to be a small fortified post on
the rock behind the RAILNAY QUAY.

11. The most impertant pointe which will require
protection in NARVIE againat sabotage arc:-

(a) The quays.

(b} Rallway and rolling stock.

(¢) The power statioreat:-

NYGAARDS - 8 mides E.N.E.
HAADVIKDAL - 3 milea 8.
NARVIK - Britieh Company's reserve

Diesal Plant.

id. In nddition to the above, the following may also
require protection:-
{a) The neval and military W/T stetions communicating
with the United Kingdom. These may be located on the
high ground north of the ORE QUAY.

(b) Militery base stocks of supplies, petrdl, and

Ammunition.

Rallway .

13. The length of railway between NARVIK and th: frontier
is 23 milea. It is said to be prepared for demolition at
several points, but there is no precise information about this.
Owing to the fect that the railway clinge to the aide of

precipices, and has numercus tunnels and freguent spots where

Jlarge. ..o
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large masses of rock ororhbng it, the posesibility of damaging
the line seriously le unlimited.

1L. Tunrels and bridges are satd to be guarded by NORWEDIAN
troops,. but it is probable that this 18 not belng actively cerried

out.

15. The protection of the railway to the maximum extent
poassible i vitel for the future operations of the force. It
will therefore probably be necessary to locate detachments at
four or five peinte along the line to provide pguarde and patrols.
Strengths and locations must depend on reconnoisseance and the

axtent of co-operation by NORWLEOIAN troops in protecting the line,

16. Althourh the railway, generally speaking, 18 vulnerable
throughout, certain demolitions mlght toke nonthes to repair, while
others might be cleared in perhape & week or so. In the firat

inatance, teehnical reconnaiesance ond 8 eense of proportion will

be of the first lmportance.

[Lemolitions

The export of ore from NARVIK must be continued as long
o8 possible. The execution of demolitions will thereforc be

gulded by this consideration.

Troops E‘tnllﬂhle.

17. The force avuilable at various stages to carry out tho
defensive role given in para. 1 will be:-
(a) If the lst Convoy 18 limited to one personnel ship -
one infantry bottalion (last Scots Guards).
(b) If the lat Convoy consista of twg personnal shlps -
two infentry battelions (lat Scots Ouards and
2nd South Wnles Borderera) and § Lt. A.A.
Bty. battery /c)

Digitized by GO 81@ UNIVE
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(e) After arrival of 2nd Conwoy - 24 Inf. Bde. and
J bb¢ A A Biys. Bettories.

Responaibility for Refencer
18, Until further troope are available, 24 Inf. Bde. must

be responsible for :=-
(a) Reconnaissance and deierce of the Trontler agninst
cnemy ground attack rom SWEDEN,
(b) The sesurity of NARVIK and the resilway to the frontier.
The firet task will be Psgonmmissance of the railway
and frontier and the pecurity of NaARYIK for the landing of

troops and atores,

19. 3 Lty AJA. Battery will be sited to protect NARVIK and
the harbour in conjunction with N8y i/c.

War Office.

6th April, 1940,

GO 81(3 I' HIGAN
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